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Tet’s holiday
Vietnams Traditional Tet’s holidays, which start from the first to the third day of January of lunar month, have become very popular. everyone was looking forward to it.   
My Tet holidays started on December 23. As the legend goes, each year on December 23 of the lunar calendar, the Kitchen God takes a ride on a carp to the Heavenly Place to make a report on affairs of the household on the earth. Therefore my mother woke up early to prepare food to see the Kitchen Gods off and bought a carp for them. After that my family had a good lunch. To prepare for the event of Tet, my father and I decorated the interior of my house to make it look more beautiful, for example: I cleaned the floor, ancestral altar, especially the walls with lime. My father got a pot of kumquat and a twig of peach blossom while my mother set the “five fruit tray” on the ancestral altar. It symbolizes the admiration and gratitude of the Vietnamese to Heaven and Earth and our ancestors. One of my interests was to make “ Banh chung” in glutinous rice, pork and green beans wrapped in the phrynium, called “ Dong” leaves, and boiled. The menu for the Tet of my family included stewed pig trotters, boiled chicken, jellied meat and pike cooked with brine.

On December 30, my mother and my sister stayed home to prepare and cook food for “ Tet Tat Nien”, the final event of the old year. My father and I visited to our ancestor’s tombs because as the legend goes, Tet is an opportunity to welcome deceased ancestors back for a family reunion with descendants. In the evening I butchered a chicken to prepare to welcome New Year’s Eve, called “ Giao Thua”.
When “ Giao Thua” came, my father put some food on the ancestral altar and I went to “Tram Gian” pagoda in order to break “ Loc”, which was a twig. After that I returned my home to “Xong Dat”, the first person who came into my home in the New year, because as the legend goes If your age is suitable for the new year, when you are a “Xong dat” person, my family would get good luck.
On the first day, my father and my mother gave me some money, which is called “Li Xi” or “ Mung Tuoi”, it means that health, happiness and luck will come to me. Afterward my family visited my grandparents and relatives.
Some days later, I met my close friends, we played some games together such as “ Ta La”.

In summary: I had the time of my life in Tet’s holidays. Do you agree with me?
