Khong at Ky

Cach thlc cac tiém rugu & L6 Tran khong gidng vai nhitng nadi khac: tiém
nao cling c6 moét cai quay I8n hinh thudc thg d6i ngay dudng phd, trong
quay chlfa s&n nudc sbi cé thé hdm rugu lGc nao cling dudc. Nhitng ngudi
thg, trua va chiéu tan sg, thuGng c& bd ra bon dong chinh mua mot chén
rugu, - dé 1a chuyén han hai mudi ndm vé trudc, bay gid thi mdi chén [én gid
dén mudi dong chinh, - dirng tua phia ngoai quay, uéng sét déo ngay vé
nghi. N€u bo thém ra moét ddng chinh nita, c6 thé mua mdt dia mang néu
man hodc dau hodi hudng lam d6 nhdm. Lai néu bd ra dén mudi dong, tdc
nhién mua dudc mot mdén xao. Song le nhirng khach hang ay phan nhiéu la
ban do cbc, dai khai khong cé ti€éu rong nhu vay dau. Duy c6é nhitng ngudi
mac ao dai mdi vao dén trong cai phong cé phén ngan cach gian ngoai, goi
rugu mon nham, khé kha ng6i udng.

Toi bat dau tir mudi hai tudi, d3 ding lam hdu xang trong tiém rugu Ham
Hanh & dau dudng di vao L6 Tran. Ngudi chd quay bao rédng bd tudng toi khu
kh& qud, e chau hau khach do dai khdng ndi, thdi thi & gian ngoai lam viec
qua loa vay. Khach 4o coc & gian ngoai tuy dé néi chuyén han, song ciing
chang thi€u gi ké lai nhai 13i nhai lam 16i théi rdt khé chiu. Ho hay doi xem
tdn mat khi muc rugu & trong chum ra, doi xem trong cai am cé nudc 1d hay
khong cd, lai doi xem khi tha cai am vao nudc sbi, nhu thé mdai yén long: &
dudi su tra xét nghiém ngat dy, that khé Iong ma pha nudc vao. Bdi vay chi
dudc may ngay, ngudi chu quay lai ndi téi khéng ducng ndi viéc dy. May nhd
cdi ngudi dua toi dén 1a chd quen than qud, tiém khong thé thai toi ra, bén
déi sang mdt cong tac té ngat 1a chuyén gilr mot viéc hdm rugu.

TOi tr d6 ca ngudi dirng & phia trong quay cham lam chic vu cia minh. Tuy
chdng cé gi dén ndi khdong tron phan su, nhung c mai miét cd mot viéc,
thdy choi chan ndn. Ngudi chd quay thi vé mat 1am lam, khach hang thi
chdng hé co tinh d&dm tham, lam cho minh khéng sao phéi phd dudc; chi co



khi nao Khéng &t Ky dén tiém, mdi cudi 1én dudgc may tiéng, cho nén con
nhd mai dén bay gid.

Khdng &t Ky 1a ngudi cd6 mot, dirng uéng rugu ma lai mac do dai. Ong ta, voc
giac rat cao I8n, sac mat trdng xanh, gilta nhitng nét nhan thudng hay déo
thém it vét seo; mot bé rau x6m réi nhu bong bong. Tuy mac ao dai, nhung
vUra ban vlra rach, hinh nhu hon mudi ndm khéng va cling khdng gidt. Noi
chuyén vdi ai, 6ng cling ndi huyén thién nhitng la chi hd gia da, lam cho
ngudi nghe nira hi€u nita khéng hi€u. Nhan vi dng ho Khéng, ngudi ta bén tir
trong cédu "thuong dai nhan khéng &t ky" thudng in son trén gidy tap do Ia
cdu nlra hi€u nura khdng hiéu 8y, |18y ra cho 6ng mot cai biéu hién tén 1a
Khéng &t Ky. Khéng &t Ky vao dén tiém mot cdi 1a bao nhiéu ngudi uéng
rugu déu nhin 6ng ma cudi, cé ké |éu 1én rang: "Khéng &t Ky, trén mat éng
hom nay d& lai thém mét vét thuong mdi roi!". Ong ta khong tra I8i, ngd vao
trong quay nodi: "Ham cho hai chén rudu, lai cho mot dia dau hoi hucng
day". Néi thé roi xia ra chin dong tién. Nhirng ngudi kia lai c6 y ndi to 1én
rang: "Nh&t dinh 6ng lai 8n trdm cdi gi cia nha ngudi ta roi ch gi!" Khéng
dt Ky trgn to mat Ién nodi: "Cac ngudi lam sao lai dat diéu ra b6i nho ngudi ta
nhu thé ?" - "Chinh mat téi day hom kia thdy 6ng &n trom sach nha ho Ha,
bi treo 1én danh, con bdi nho gi nita ?" Khéng &t Ky bén dé mat, gan xanh
trén trdn ndi 1én ting sgi, cdi lai réng: "Ly cdp sach khdng thé k& Ia &n
trdm dudc... L8y cdp sach!... 8y la viéc clia ngudi doc sach, thé nao ké Ia an
trom dudc ?" Ti€p |8y dé bén la nhitng cdu khé hi€u, nhu 1a "quén tor c8
cung" gi gi "gia ho" gi gi, lam cho moi ngudi cudi ro Ién, trong va ngoai tiém
day day cdi khdng khi vui vé.

Nghe ngudi ta ban tan riéng vdi nhau, Khéng &t Ky v6én cé di hoc, nhung
tron ddi khong db dat gi, lai khong biét nghé 1am &n cho nén cang ngay cang
clng ting dén ndi rdp di 8n may. Con may dudc cdi viét chir tét, bén di chép
sdch mugn cho ngudi ta dé ki€ém com an. Khdén thay 6ng ta lai cé tinh
budng, siéng an nhac lam. Ng6i chép dugc may hom, ca ngudi luén vdi sach
gidy bat muc thay déu mat tich. Nhu thé may lan, roi thi khdong con cé ai
thué éng ta chép séch nira. Khdng &t Ky khéng cé céch gi, cuc chdng da doi



khi phai lam cai viéc trom cap. Nhung d6i vGi tiém ching tdi, 6ng la ngudi cé
phdm hanh t8t hon nhitng ngudi khac, nghia 1a khéng hé thiéu chiu; tuy
cling cé khi khéng cé tién mat, tam ghi trén bang den, song trong mot thang
thé nao ciling tra hét, trén bang den da xda bod ho tén Khéng &t Ky roi.

Khéng &t Ky udng xong nlra chén rugu, cai sdc mat i'ng doé dan dan trd lai
nguyén nhu ci, cé ngudi lai hoi: "Khéng &t Ky, cd that dng biét chit khéng ?"
Khéng &t Ky nhin cdi ngudi héi minh d6, té ra ddng chdng thém cai va.
Nhirng ngudi khac lai ti€p IGi: "Vi I€é gi dén nua cdi tu tai ma 6ng cling mo
khéng dudc u ?" Khdng &t Ky I18p tic té vé dy nady khd chiu, trén mat phu
mot 16p mau xam tro, trong mom ndi 1Id8m badm, [An nay thdi thi rit nhing 13
chi hé gia d&, chdng hiéu dudc chat ndo. Puong lic 8y, moi ngudi déu cudi
rd 1&n, trong va ngoai tiém day day cdi khdng khi vui vé.

O nhifng IGc nhu thé, tdi co thé cudi v& hua vdi ho, ngudi chu quay chdng hé
qud méng dau. Va lai ngudi chd quay mdi khi thdy Khong &t Ky cling thudng
hoi dua nhu thé, goi ngudi khac bat cudi. Khdng &t Ky biét minh khdng thé
nao gau chuyén véi ho dudc, bén quay di ndi véi tré con. C6 mdt 1an hdi toi
r&ng: "Em d& di hoc chua ?" Toi khé khé gat dau. Ong ta ndi: "DPa di hoc
roi... t6i hach héi em thir nao. Chir hoi trong dau hoi huong kia viét thé nao
nhi ?" T6i nghi, con ngudi nhu an may mot th dy ma cling doi hach hai
minh u ? Bén quay mat di, khéng dém xia dén. Khéng &t Ky dgi mét chdp
|lau rbi tha thiét ndi rang: "Khong viét dugc phdng ?... T6i sé bay cho. Nhé
1&y! Nhitng chit 8y phai nén nhd 18y, ngay sau khi lam chu quay bién s6 sé
dung". T6i nghi bung, tdi cung chd quay th& bac cach xa 1dm, va lai ngudi
chu quay cua chung tdi cling chdng bién dau hdi huong vao s6 bao gid, vira
tdc cudi, vira kho chiu, ué€ 0ai tra I6i rang: "Ai cdu dng day, chdng phai thao
dau & trén roi chir hoi l1a vé & dudi la gi ?" Khéng &t Ky to ra vé khodn khodi,
lay hai mong tay dai go trén van quay, gat dau ndi: "bung day! buang day!...
Chi{r hoi la vé cé bon 16i viét, em biét ch’ ?" T6i cang khd chiu, biu moéi di
khoi d6. Khéng &t Ky bua viua I8y méng tay chdm rugu toan viét chir trén
quay, thady téi khéng co y s6t sang gi ca, ben lai thd dai mot céi, td vé |ay
lam budn ti€c 1am.



Coé may lan, tré con hang xém nghe tiéng cudi, cling chau vui chay sang,
vay |8y Khong 4t Ky. Ong ta cho chiing 8n dau hdi hugng, mdi dira mot hot.
Tré con &n xong, van c khdng di, mat d&m d&m nhin cai dia. Khdng &t Ky
ling tung, tho nam ngoén tay badu vao cai dia Ién, khom lung xudng, noi
rang: "Chang cé nhiéu, téi chdng cé nhiéu dau". Lai di'ng théng 1én ngd vao
dia dau, l&dc dau nodi: "Chang nhiéu, chang nhiéu! Nhiéu 6i thay ? Chang
nhiéu vay"[2]. Thé r6i mot dan tré con kia tan di trong ti€éng cuGi vang.

Khéng &t Ky lam cho ngudi ta vui vé dai khai nhu vy, song le néu khdng cé
ong ta, ngudi ta cling lai nhu vay thoi.

Co moét hdm, chiung la hai ba ngay trudc tét trung thu, ngudi chd quay
dudng thu tha tinh s8, 18y cai bang den xudng, bdng dung néi: "Da lau roi
khéng thdy Khéng &t Ky dén, hadn con thi€u mudi chin ddng chinh day!" Toi
mdai nhd suc ra qua thuc da lau 6ng ta khong dén. Mot ngudi dang udng rugu
ndi rang: "Han lam thé nao dén dudc ?... Bi danh qué chan r6i". Ngudi chu
quay ndi: "Thé & R!" - "H&n van c &n trom nhu cli. LAn nay lai dai dot, nhé
nha cu C’ Dinh ma an trom. Cla nha dy ma lai an trom dugc a ?" - "Sau roi
lam sao ?" - "Lam sao ? Trudc viét t& thu 16i, sau 1a dénh, danh dén gia nira
dém va danh que chan". - "Sau r6i sao nira ?" - "Sau r6i da danh qué chan
that". - "Danh que r6i lam sao ?" - "Lam sao ?... Ai biét dugc ? Chét roi cling
nén". Ngudi chi quay khong hoi nita, van thu tha tinh s6.

Qua cai tét trung thu, gié may cang ngay cang heo hat, xem chirng gan sang
mua dong; toi sudt ngay dirng gan bén Ira cling con phai mac ao céc boéng
mdi chiu dugc. MOt bubi chiéu, chdng cd mot ngudi khach hang nao ca, toi
dang nham mat ngo6i. Thinh linh nghe cé tiéng: "Hdm mot chén rugu day".
Tiéng tuy rat nhd, nhung ma nghe quen 1am. Trong ra lai khong cé ai hét.
Toi di*ng day nhin phia ngoai, thi ra Khéng &t Ky ngdi & dudi quay chd ngay
ngach ctra. Ong ta mat den ma gay, khong con ra hon ngudi nira, mac mot
cai ao coc kép rach, xap bang hai chan, dudi dit 16t mot tam bao lac, dung
day rdm budc treo Ién vai; thay to6i, lai néi: "Ham cho mot chén rugu day".
Ngudi chl quay cling thd dau ra, 1én ti€éng: "Khong &t Ky dé a ? Ong con



thi€u mudi chin ddng chinh nhé!" Khéng &t Ky bd rat da dugi, ngudc mat tra
IGi: "Mén ay... |lan sau sé tra tho6i. Lan nay tién mat, rudu phai ngon mdi
dugc". Ngudi chi quay van c’ lam nhu moi khi, nhin 6ng ta cudi va ndi
rang: "Khdng &t Ky, 6ng lai 8n trém céi gi nira roi!". Nhung 6ng ta lan nay lai
khong chdi cdi han, chi ndi mot cau: "Thoéi dirng cd tréu". - "Lai con tréu ?
NEu khéng an trdm, viéc gi bi ddnh qué chan ch& ?" Khéng &t Ky nodi khé:
"Ngd que, ngd, ngd..." Xem chiéu con mat 6ng ta, nhu mudn van Ion ngudi
chu quay dung nhac dén nira. Lic d6 da c6 may ngudi nhém lai, ho clung
Nngudi chd quay déu cudi [én mot loat. Toi ham xong rugu, bung ra, dat trén
ngach ctra. Ong ta mo trong tdi 4o rach 18y ra bén ddng tién tha vao tay toi.
Toi thay cai tay day nhirng bun, thi ra 6ng ta da dung tay ma di dén. Mot Iat,
ong udng can rudu, lai c& ngdéi ma dang dinh nhich di bang tay trong tiéng
ndi cudi cua nhirng ngudi chung quanh.

T d6 vé sau, lau 1d3m khdng hé thdy Khdng &t Ky. P&n ngay cudi ndm,
ngudi chu quay 18y cdi bang den xudng, nodi: "Khdng &t Ky con thi€u mudi
chin d&ng chinh day!" Pé&n tét méng ndm ndm sau, lai ndi: "Khéng &t Ky con
thi€u mudi chin déng chinh day!" Song le dén trung thu thi khong néi, va
dén cubi nam cling khong hé thay 6ng ta.

Cho dén béy gid tdi cling khdng hé thdy - udc chirng Khdng &t Ky chdc chét
roi.

(Théng ba nam 1919)

Chu thich:
1. A Trén tuan bao Song Huaong (do Phan Khoi sang lap va lam chd nhiém)
s6 27 (6-2-1937) c6 dédng Khéng &t Ky véi ghi chd "truyén ngén cua L.S".
(L.S. tdrc Lusin, phién &m Latinh cach doc tiéng Hoa but danh L Tan), khdng
ghi tén ngudi dich, khong rd c6é phai ban dich cia Phan Khéi hay khéng. Ban
dich Khéng &t Ky cua Phan Khéi in & tdp sach nay dd dang tudn bdo Van
nghé, s8 83 (25-8-1955).
2. A Nguyén van sau chit nay: "da ho tai, bat da da", la mot cau trong sach



Luan nglt, cling nhu "quan tir co cung" trén kia cling & trong sach ay. Tac gia
dua vao day dé thdy Khdng &t Ky la ngudi hay ndi chit. B&n chif "quan t c§
cung", ta cling thudng cd ndi, cho nén dé nguyén khdng dich.

Nguon: NXB Van Nghé Ha No6i, NXB HGi Nha Van



