Greg gép phai nhitng chuyén khéng may man lién tuc. Rowley Jefferson da cé mot co ban gai va bd
roi cau, va dé co thé tim dwoc mot nguwdi ban maéi cho minh da nhiém vu vé cung kho khan va gian
nan v&i Greg. Dé co thé thay dbi diéu nay, Greg quyét dinh tin vao may rdi, dung mét vong quay xuc
xac dé& hoan chuyén va cb géng giai quyét moi thr. Tuy nhién cudc sbng ctia Greg lai tiép tuc ddo
|6n v&i thém nhiéu tinh tiét maéi khién cau chong méat. Cudi cung moi thir trd lai nhw cd, khién cho
cau truwdng thanh hon.

Link PDF:
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Page 8 - Dich b&i Mai Nguyén

Mom’s always saying that friends will come and go but family is forever. Well, if that’s
true, | could be in for a rough ride.

Me c ludn ludn ndi rang ban bé sé t&i va di nhwng gia dinh 1a mai mai. O vang,néu ma
né dung 13 vay, téi co thé dang phai trai qua mot cudc sdng kho khan.

| mean, | love my family and all, but I’'m just not sure we were meant to LIVE together.
Y t6i 13, t6i yéu gia dinh ctia minh va tat ca, nhwng t6i chi khéng chac 1a ching tdi co y
dinh séng cuing nhau.

Maybe it'll be better later on when we’re all in different houses and only see each other
on holidays, but right now things are just a little dicey.

C6 18 n6 sé tt dep hon vé sau khi ma chang t6i séng trong nhirng ngdi nha khac nhau
va chi gap nhau vao nhirng ky nghi, nhwng hién tai moi thir chi la mét chat nguy hiém
thoi.

I’'m surprised Mom’s always pushing the “family” message, since she and her sisters
don’t really get along.



T6i ngac nhién khi me ctr ludn ludn thuc day théng diép gia dinh, ké tor khi me va chj gai
khéng thwc sy hoa hgp v&i nhau niva.

Maybe she thinks if she keeps repeating it to me and my brothers, then we’ll come out
different. But if | was her, | wouldn’t hold my breath.

C6 18 me nghi néu me ct I&p lai diéu dé véi téi véi anh em t6i, sau d6 chung tdi sé té ra
khac nhau. Nhwng néu téi la me, t6i s& khdng ché chuyén do sé xay ra dau.

| think Mom is just trying to make me feel better about my situation with Rowley anyway.
Du sao thi t6i nghi me chi dang ¢ géng lam t6i cdm thay 6n hon vé tinh hinh véi
Rowley théi.

Rowley’s been my best friend ever since he moved into my neighborhood, but things
have really changed between us recently. And it’s all because of a girl.

Rowley 1a ban than nhét cla tdi ké tir khi né chuyén téi khu phd cuda t6i, nhwng moi thiy
gan day thuc sy da thay déi gitra chung t6i. Va tat ca la vi mot dira con gai.

Believe me, the last person in the world | ever thought would get a girlfriend was
Rowley.
Tin toi di, nguwdi cudi cung trén thé gi¢i nay t6i tirng nght sé& c6 ban gai la Rowley.

| always thought I'd be the one in a relationship and Rowley would be the guy everyone
kind of felt sorry for.

T6i ludn ludn nght 14 t6i sé 1a nguoi hen hd va Rowley sé la ngwdi ma gan nhu moi
ngudi cdm thay cé xin 16i.

| guess I've got to give Rowley some credits for actually finding a girl who likes him. But
| don’t have to be happy about it.

T6i doan t6i phai dwa cho Rowley vai cai thé tin dung dé bay gi¢ tim ra mét con bé
thich nd. Nhwng t6i khdng phai hanh phuc vi diéu do.

Back in the good old days, it was just me and Rowley, and we hung out and did
whatever we wanted.

Tré lai vao mot ngay tét dep ngay trwde, chi cé toi va Rowley, va chang téi di choi va
lam bét c& thir gi ma chang téi mudn.

If we felt like blowing bubbles in our chocolate milk at lunch, then that’s exactly what we
did.



Néu nhu chung t6i cdm thay thich thdi bong béng trong cbc siva sb co la vao bira trua,
sau do la chinh xac nhirng gi ma chung téi da lam.

But now that there’s girl in the picture things are totally different.
Nhwng bay gid c6 mdt con bé trong bire hinh thi lai hoan toan khac.

Whenever Rowley is, his girlfriend Abigail is, too. And even if she isn’t there, it seems
like he is.

Bét cr khi nao ma Rowley, ban gai né Abigail ciing vay. Va tham chi néu ké ca con bé
do6 khoéng cé & dé, thi dwdng nhw né cling thé.

| invited Rowley to my house for a sleepover last weekend so the two of us could some
time together, but after about two hours | gave up trying to have any fun.

Téi da ri Rowley dén nha téi dé ngd xuyén cudi tuan trudc vi thé ca hai chang toi cd
thé cé thoi gian choi cing nhau, nhung sau 2 tiéng déng ho t6i da tir bé cb gang dé co
bat cir niém vui nao.

And when the two of them are in the same place, it's even worse. Ever since Rowley
and Abigail got together, it’s like Rowley doesn’t even have this own opinions anymore.
Va khi ma ca hai dra ching né cing & mét chd, diéu dé tham chi con tdi té hon. Ké t
khi Rowley va Abigail di cung nhau, tham chi né giébng nhw Rowley khéng cé y kién cua
chinh minh nira.

Dich b&i Mai Nguyén

Link:
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| was hoping this would have all blown over by now and things would be back to normal, but
there's no sign of this ending anytime soon. Yesterday they celebrated their nine and a half day
anniversary.

T6i dang mong dgi chuyén nay sém di vao quén lang va moi th sé tré lai binh thwéng, nhung
dwong nhw khéng cé dau hiéu nao cho thdy moi chuyén sé két thuc sém. Hém qua ho td chirc
I& ky niém 9 nam rudi.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HSx-VPXvpkj5jPtllPZVolxJ2Oq40hj2sjQInVF30XY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HSx-VPXvpkj5jPtllPZVolxJ2Oq40hj2sjQInVF30XY/edit?usp=sharing

If you ask me it's ALREADY gone too far. | started noticing little changes in Rowley, like the way
he combs his hair and the clothes he wears. And | GUARANTEE you, Abigail is behind all of it.

Néu ma ban hai téi [a diéu d6 THU'C SV di qua xa. Tdi xin bt dau véi nhirng thay déi nhd nhat
& Rowley, gibng nhw cach ma né chai téc va mac quan 4o vay. Va téi xin cam doan véi ban mot
diéu, Abigail la nguyén nhan cho moi chuyén.

But I'M the one who's been best friends with Rowley all these years, so if anyone has the right
to change him it's ME.

Nhuwng rd rang t6i méi la ban than nhat ctia Rowley trong subt nhivng nam qua,vi thé ngudi ma
c6 quyén thay ddi no, thi chi co thé 1a TOI thoi.

| just don't get how you can go from being someone's best friend to getting kicked to the curb
but that's exactly what happened.

T6i chi khdng biét dwoc lam sao ban c6 thé chuyén tir vi tri ctia mot ngudi ban than nhat cia
ai d6 sang vi tri cia ngu®i ngoai cudbc ma chang hé biét chuyén gi dang xay ra.

During the winter, me and Rowley stored up some snowballs in my freezer so we could have a
snowball fight when the weather got warm.

Trong subt mua déng, tdi va Rowley da tich tri» vai qua bong tuyét trong td lanh nha t6i vi thé
chung ti cé thé choi ném tuyét khi thoi tiét Am hon.

Well, yesterday was the first nice day we've had in forever but when | went over to Rowley's
house he acted like he was too good for me.

O, vay ma hém qua la qua ngay dep trdi, chiing t6i chinh thirc bo nhau khi tdi ghé qua nha
Rowley ma né lai hanh déng nhw 1a né dbi xtr qua tét voi toi.

Since Abigail was there the thing is, | can honestly say I've been nice to Abigail but SHE
doesn't like ME. She's been trying to drive a wedge between me and Rowley ever since the two
of them became a couple.

B&i vi Abigail & d8, nén t6i co thé thanh thwe ma ndi rang tdi cw xir rat tir té véi Abigail nhung
cau Ay khong thich TOI. Cau 4y cb géng chen ngang vao t6i va Rowley ké tir khi 2 nguoi d6 tré
thanh mot cap.

But whenever | try to bring the topic up to Rowley | get the same thing every time.

Nhwng bat ky khi ndo t6i cd gédng goi chuyén véi Rowley, thi téi toan bj chen ngang.



You're just jealous you're just jealous.
Ban ché&c la rat ghen ghét, ban chac la rat ghen ti chi gi.

I wish | could give Rowley a piece of my mind, but | CAN’T because I'm depending on him to
get me through the school year.

Téi wée minh c6 thé bao véi Rowley 14 t6i rat gian nod, nhuwng t6i KHONG THE bi vi tdi phu
thudc vao viéc no giup téi qua modn.

| have Mr. Blakeley for English, and he makes us turn in all our assignments in cursive. But it
really hurts my hand when | write in cursive for too long so I've been paying Rowley one peanut
butter cracker for every page that he transcribes for me.

Thay Blakeley la gido vién tiéng Anh cla t6i, thay bat chung tdi ndp tat ca cac bai thu hoach viét
tay. Nhwng diéu d6 lam tay t6i rat 1a dau khi viét bang tay trong théi gian qua dai vi thé t6i da tra
coéng cho Rowley mét cai keo bo dau phdng cho méi trang ma né viét ho cho toi.

But if | have to start writing my OWN assignments, the handwriting on my homework won't be
the same as before, and Mr. Blakeley will know.

Nhwng néu t6i phai bat dau tw viét cac bai thu hoach, chir viét cta t6i trong bai tap vé nha sé
khoéng ddng nhat v&i cac bai truéc dd, va dwong nhién thay Blakely sé& phat hién.

So I'm stuck with Rowley, at least until | can find someone else who can write exactly like him
who also likes peanut butter crackers.

Vi thé t6i phai gan bé v&i Rowley it nhat cho dén khi t6i c6 thé tim ra dwoc ai khac viét chinh
xac giébng nhw né va ciing thich keo cirng bo' dau phong.

But the biggest problem with this Abigail situation isn't the English homework, it's the walk to
school. Me and Rowley used to head in together every morning, but now Rowley goes over to
Abigail's neighborhood and walks to school with HER.

Tuy nhién van dé& vwéng mac Ién nhat véi Abigail khdng phai 1a bai tap vé nha mén tiéng Anh,

ma la di bd dén trwdng. Toi va Rowley da tirng doi nhau cung di méi budi sang, nhwng bay gid
né da ri hang xém Abigail clia né va cung cau ta di bd dén trwong.

This is an issue for a COUPLE of reasons. For one, me and Rowley have a deal where he's in
charge of scouting ahead for dog poop on the sidewalk. And that arrangement has saved me a
BUNCH of times.



C6 2 li do cho van dé nay. Vé phia téi, t6i va Rowley ciing nhau giai quyét khé khan khi né tham
gilip xua dudi ché & via hé. Va su hop tac d6 da ctru toi rat nhiéu lan.

There's this one dog that really has it in for me and Rowley and we have to keep our guard up
whenever we pass by his house. He's this really mean Rottweiler named Rebel, and he used to
get out of his yard and chase us on our way to school.

C6 mot con chd thue sw gay phién cho téi va Rowley,ching t6i phai nang cao canh giac moi
khi di qua nha né. N6 dung la gidng ché hung dir co tén |a Rebel, va né da tirng vwot rao san

dé dudi theo chung téi dén truwdng.

Rebel's owner had to install an electric fence to make sure he couldn't get loose. Now Rebel
can't chase us because if he takes one step out of his yard he'll get a shock from his collar.

Chu cta Rebel da phai Iap dat hang rao dién d& ddm bao 1a né khéng xdng ra ngoai. Bay gid
Rebel khong thé dudi theo chung t6i dwoc niva béi vi chi cAn né buéc ra khdi san mot buéec

thoi, no sé bj giat dién & co.

Ever since me and Rowley found out about Rebel’s electric collar, we've been having some fun
with him.

K& tir khi toi va Rowley biét dwoc Rebel cé cai vong cb bang dién, ching t6i hay choc tirc né.

But Rebel figured out that as long as his collar doesn't cross over the property line, he won't get
shocked.

Nhung Rebel biét dwoc rang mién 1a vong cb ctia né khéng cham qua hang rao, né sé khéng
bi giat.

And if | didn't have Rowley watching out for me, | definitely would have stepped on one of
Rebel’s landmines by now.

Va néu khéng nhd cé Rowley canh giac gidp t6i, thi bay gi¢ téi chac han da tré thanh moét trong
nhirng qua min cla Rebel rbi.

The other reason it stinks that Rowley isn't walking with me is because, with the school year
winding down, the teachers have really been loading us up with homework lately.

M6t |i do khac khién Rowley khéng di cung t6i la b&i vi ndm hoc sap két thuc, gido vién gan day
giao nhiéu bai tap vé nha cho ching toi.

That means | have to take almost all my books home with me every day.



Diéu d6 c6 nghia la t6i phai tw 1am bai tap vé nha hang ngay.

My body is not built to carry that kind of weight, but Rowley is practically like a pack animal, so
it's no problem for HIM

Co thé t6i dwoc cau tao khdng phai dé chiu dwng strc nang dé, nhwng Rowley dang lam viéc
nhw trau bo vay, vi thé ma didu d6 ciing khéng thanh van d& véi NO.

Unfortunately, Rowley is just as willing to help Abigail with her books, which makes me think the
only reason she's even with him is to USE him.

That khong may 1a, Rowley lai s8n sang gitp d& Abigail gidi bai tap, diéu do thwc sw khién toi
nght la cau ta & cung v&i no chi dé loi dung ma théi.

And as Rowley's good friend, | find that a little hard to take.
Véi tw cach la ban tét cia Rowley, t6i thay hoi khé khan dé chap nhan.
Tuesday

| figured out a pretty good solution to my book problem. This morning | borrowed the roller bag
Dad uses when he goes on trips, and carrying all my school stuff was no sweat.

To6i da tim ra bién phap kha tuyét cho van dé bai tap clia minh. Sang nay t6i d& muwon chiéc cap
c6 con lan ma bd dung dé di du lich, sau dé mang tat ca ddng bai clia minh di ma khéng thay
mét.

| was able to make pretty good time, too, but that's partially because | walked a little extra fast
when | went by Mister Sandoval's house.

Téi cling cé thé tao thanh quang thoi gian tuyét dep, nhwng chi dwoc mét nira vi luc t6i di
nhanh hon tinh c& di qua nha thay Sandoval.

Before a snowstorm Mr. Sandoval always puts poles in the ground on either side of his
driveway so the guy who plows it knows where the pavement is.

Trwdce tran bao tuyét, thay Sandoval ludn luén cam coc dwdi dat & cac hwéng di xe clia thay dé
nhirng ai don tuyét biét day 1a ché via hé.

The last time it snowed me and Rowley plucked the poles out of Mr. Sandoval's yard and
started horsing around with them like they were swords.



Lan cudi cung khi tuyét roi, t6i va Rowley da nhéb cac coc d6 1én khdi san nha thay Sandoval va
bat dau cudi ngwa véi cac coc do nhw thé chung la cac thanh kiém.

Dich b&i Trinh Minh Phwong

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18DTrtM4nAA3r_Yq8yPohlAISTYAyQwmLLZPqgfZZWWc/e
dit?usp=sharing
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But | guess we didn't put the sticks back in exactly the right place, because when the
guy came to plow Mr. Sandoval's driveway, he was off by about ten feet.

Nhwng t6i doan c'hL'mg t6i da khong dat cac que tré lai chinh xac dung chg“), b&i vi khi
nguwi dan 6ng dén dé ui tuyét trén duwdng lai xe cla 6ng Sandoval, 6ng ay da di qua
khoang muoi feet.

Mr. Sandoval has been waiting for me and Rowley to show our faces in front of his
house again so he can let us have it, but I'm not ready for that conversation just yet.
Especially not by myself.

Ong Sandoval da cho t6i va Rowley xuét hién tred'c nha minh mét lan nira dé ong ay
c6 thé cho chung tdi c6 nd, nhwng téi chwa san sang cho cudc tro chuyén dé. bac biét
khéng phai mét minh.

Mr. Sandoval is not the only danger between my house and school, though.

Tuy nhién, 6ng Sandoval khéng phai [a mbi nguy hiém duy nhét gitra nha t6i va truong
hoc.

Ever since they started doing construction on Gramma's street, we've had to take a
detour on the walk home. And that brings us right by the woods where the Mingo kids
hang out.

K& tir khi ho bat dau xay dung trén duong phd nha ba néi, chiing t6i phai di duwong
vong trén dwong di bd vé nha. Va diéu do dwa chung téi dén ngay canh khu rieng, noi
nhirng dira tré Mingo di choii.

| don't actually know a whole lot about the Mingo kids. I've never seen any of them in
school, so for all | know they just live in the woods like a pack of wild animals.

Toi thwe sw khong biét nhiéu vé nhirng dira tré Mingo. T6i chuwa bao gio thay bat ky ai
trong sO ho & trudng, vi vay tat ca nhirng gi toi biet ho chi song trong rirng giong nhuw
mot bay déng vat hoang da.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/18DTrtM4nAA3rj_Yq8yPohIAl3TYAyQwmLLZPqfZZWWc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18DTrtM4nAA3rj_Yq8yPohIAl3TYAyQwmLLZPqfZZWWc/edit?usp=sharing

I'm not even sure if there are any parents or grownups in the whole Mingo clan. I've
heard their leader is this boy named Meckley who always wears a tank top in a belt with
a gigantic metal buckle on it.

Téi tham chi khéng chac chan néu co bat ky cha me hodc ngudi 16n trong toan bo gia
tbc Mingo. Toi dé~nghe Iénh,dao cla ho la cau bé tén la Meckley nguoi luén ludn mac
mot chiéc 4o ba 16 va cai that lwng voi cai khoa kim loai khéng 16 trén do.

One time me and Rowley got too close to the woods and one of the Mingo kids came
out to let us know.

Mbt lan t6i va Rowley dén qua gan khu rirng va mét trong nhirng dta tré Mingo buéc ra
dé cho chung tbi biét.

I'm still not sure what he meant by that, but if Meckley’s belt buckle was gonna be
involved in any way, | didn't want to stick around to find out.

T6i van khong chéc anh ta co y gi, nhung néu chiéc that Iwng ctia Meckley cd lién quan
bang cach nao day, t6i khdbng muon lang vang lai gan dé tim hiéu.

Now that I'm walking home on my own, | have to cross to the other side of the street
when | get near the Mingo’s woods. It wouldn't be a big deal except there's no sidewalk
over there, and that can't be good for Dad’s roller bag.

Bay gio t6i dang di vé nha mot minh, tdi phai badng qua phia bén kia dwéng khi toi dén
gan khu rirng ciia Mingo. N6 sé khong phai la mét viéc Ion ngoai trir khong cd via he &
do, va dieu doé khong thé tot cho tai con lan cla bo.

Mom's noticed | haven't been hanging out with Rowley lately. She said | shouldn't get
too worked up over it because most friendships from childhood don't last and that me
and Rowley will probably grow apart over the years anyway.

Me t6i nhan thay t6i da khong di choi voi Rowley gan day. Ba néi rang toi khong nén
qua budn b&i vi hau hét tinh ban tir théi tho au khéng kéo dai va rang téi va Rowley cé
|é sé dan tré nén xa la qua nam thang.

Well, | hope that's not true, because | think it's important for me to keep my childhood
friends so that later on someone can appreciate how far I've come.

Vang, toi hy vong diéu d6 khong dung, béi vi t6i nght diéu quan trong doi véi ti 1a phai
gitr nhirng ngwoi ban thdi tho au cua téi dé sau nay ai do cé thé danh gia t6i da tien
dwoc bao xa.



I'm not so sure Mom's qualified to give me friendship advice anyway, because guy
friendships are totally different from girl friendships. And | know because I've read
almost every single book in the Slumber Party Pals series.

Toi khdng chac chan rang me cda du diéu kién dé cung cap cho t6i o7 khuyén tinh ban,
bdi vi‘tinh’ban con trgi la hoan toan khac tinh ban con gai. Va t6i biét diéu do vi téi da
doc hau hét tirng cudn sach trong loat truyén Ban tiéc qua dém.

Before you judge me and say those books are for girls, let me just explain that the only
reason | got into them was because one time | forgot to bring in a book for Silent
Reading, and the only books the teacher had were in the Slumber Party Pals series.
And once you've read one of them, you can't stop.

Trwde khi ban danh gia téi va néi nhivng cubn sach dé danh cho con gai, hay dé toi giai
thich rang ly do duy nhat t6i cé hirng thi véi chang vi mét lan tdi quén mang theo mét
cudn sach dé doc thdm, va nhirng cubn sach duy nhat ma gido vién c6 nam trong loat
truyén Ban tiéc qua dém. Va mét khi ban da doc mét trong ching, ban khéng thé dirng
lai.

There must be something like a hundred books in that series. The first thirty or so were
pretty good, but after that | think the author started running out of ideas.

Phai c6 nhuw la mét trdm cudn sach trong loat truyén dé. Ba muoi cu‘(“')n dau tién hodc
twong tw nhw vay kha la hay, nhwng sau dé toéi nghi tac gia da bat dau can kiét y twong.

Anyway, in the Slumber Party Pals books these two friends are always getting into
fights with each other about little stuff.

D‘CI sao di nira, trong nhirng cuén Ban tiéc qua dém hai ngwdi ban nay ludn thich cai co
vé nhirng th&r nhd nhat.

But after a while things always cool down and the girls learn the true meaning of
friendship.

Nhwng sau mét thoi gian moi thir ngudi di va cac cd gai hoc dugc y nghia thwc sy cla
tinh ban.

And that's basically the plot of every single book in the Slumber Party Pals series. Well,
that might be the way things work with girls, but | can tell you firsthand that it's not the
way it works with boys.

Va dé chinh la cbt truyén ctia mdi cudn sach trong loat truyén Ban tiéc qua dém. Vang,
do co thé la cach moi thr dién ra véi cac cb gai, nhwng t6i o thé noéi thang véi ban
rang né khoéng phai la cach n6 dién ra véi cac chang trai.



For boys, things are just a lot less complicated. For example, let's say one guy breaks
something that belongs to another guy, but it's totally an accident. Well, five seconds
later everybody's moved on and things are pretty much back to normal.

DPéi v&i con trai, moi th(r it phirc tap hon rat nhiéu. Vi duy, gid s& mét anh chang pha vé&
thtr gi 6 thudc vé mot nguwoi khac, nhwng né hoan toan la mét tai nan. Vang, nam giay
sau, moi ngwoi deu tiep tuc va moi thir tré lai binh thudng.

| don't know if that means guys are less sophisticated than girls or whatever, but | do
know that the way we do things sure saves a lot of time and energy.

Toi khong biét liéu diéu do co nghta la con trai it phirc tap hon con gai hay bat ctr diéu
gi, nhwng tdi biét rang cach chung téi lam moi thir chac chan tiét kiém rat nhiéu thoi
gian va nang lvgng.

Friday
Th sau
| hate to say it, but Mom's prediction about me and Rowley is starting to come true.

Toi ghét phai néi diéu d6, nhuwng dw doan ciia me vé t6i va Rowley dang bat dau tré
thanh hién thwc.

Ever since Abigail and Rowley got together, Abigail has been sitting at our lunch table,
which is all boys. | already mentioned how she's not a fan of the chocolate milk bubble
blowing thing, but there's a lot of other stuff she doesn't like, either.

K& tlr khi Abigail va Rowley dén véi nhau, Abigail da ngdi & ban an trwa cla ching toi,
do la tat ca cac chang trai. Toi da de cap den cach cb ay khong thich viéc thoi bong
bong sira s6 ¢b la, nhwng co rat nhiéu thir khac ¢ ay cling khéng thich.

One of them is the Five-Second Rule. All the guys at our table agree that if you drop a
piece of food on the floor, as long as you pick it up within five seconds, it's still OK to
eat.

M6t trong s do 1a quy tdc ndm gidy. Tat cd nhivng ngwdi & ban cla chung t6i déu déng
y rang néu ban roi mét miéng thtrc an trén san nha, mién la ban nhat no6 1én trong vong
nam giay, thi van an dworc.

A new twist someone came up with recently is that you can grab a piece of food off the
floor even if you're not the one who actually dropped it I've lost two chocolate chip
cookies and a Fudgsicle that way already.



M6t buéc ngodt méi ma ai do da dwa ra gan day la ban cé thé lay mét miéng thirc &n
ra khdi san ngay ca khi ban khéng phai la nguwoi thye sw lam roi no, téi da mat hai banh
quy so6 c6 la va mét thanh Fudgsicle theo cach do.
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This new rule has caused some other problems, though.
Du vay thi diéu luat méi nay cling gay nén vai rac réi khac.

Yesterday, Freddie Harlahan ate a piece of ham off the floor because he thought Carl
Dumas dropped it, but it was actually there from the group that had lunch BEFORE us.

HAm qua, Freddie Harlahan d& &n mét miéng thit xéng khai trén san vi nghi dé 1a cla
Carl Dumas lam roi, nhung that ra thi miéng thit da & dé tir IGc nhém trwdec ngdi &n trwa
trwéec chung toi.

It might've even been there from before THAT, because Freddie started to feel sick and
ended up in the nurse’s office for the rest of the day.

Cé6 thé né da & do con lau hon thé, vi Freddie bat dau thay khé chiu va phai vao phong
y t& dén hét ngay.

They serve burgers in the cafeteria every Friday, but the meat is gray and tastes like a
wet sponge.

Can-tin c6 ban moén banh ham-bo-go vao méi thir Sau, nhwng thit thi xam ngat va co vi
nhw bot bién wot.

PLUS, they serve sweet potato fries now instead of regular french fries.
Thém vao do, bay gid ho ban khoai lang chién thay vi khoai tdy chién nhw binh thwdng.

But Nolan Tiago’s mom works part-time in the library, and every Friday she brings
Nolan a cheeseburger and fries from the fast-food place on the corner.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/11cAWSMrP44_I9-JB_B0XexwyssiNqi5mETAJGRw4bN0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11cAWSMrP44_I9-JB_B0XexwyssiNqi5mETAJGRw4bN0/edit?usp=sharing

Nhwng me cta Nolan Tiago lam viéc ban thdi gian & thw vién va cir méi thir Sau thi co
4y s& mang cho Nolan mét cai banh ham-bo-go’ pho-mat va khoai tay chién tir chd clra
hang thirc an nhanh & géc dwong.

Nolan eats his fries, but he always lets the rest of us have whatever falls out into the
bag.

Nolan &n khoai tay chién cGa nd, nhung lic nao né ciing cho chung téi dwoc &n bét clr
gi sot lai trong tui.

And I've seen kids practically come to blows over a few cold french fries.

Va t6i da chieng kién chung né lao vao danh nhau chi vi vai miéng khoai tay chién ngudi
lanh.

We decided the only way to prevent someone from getting hurt was to split the fries up
evenly, so we brought in Alex Aruda to divvy them and give everyone an equal number.

Chung tdi quyét dinh rang cach duy nhat dé khong ai phai chiu dau la chia khoai tay
that ddng déu, nén chung t6i d& cho Alex Aruda chia chung ra thanh nhirng phan bang
nhau.

The rest of us keep an eye on Alex to make sure he’s not taking any extra for himself.

Ca dam con lai thi tréng chirng Alex dé chac chén rang né khéng an gian ron thém
miéng nao.

Some kids eat all their fries at once, but | nibble mine really slow to make them last as
long as possible.

Vai dira thi an hét khoai tay mot mach, nhwng t6i thi an that cham dé gitr dwoc ching
cang lau cang tét.

But no matter how many fries we get, it's never enough.
Nhwng bao nhiéu khoai tay chién cling khéng bao gi¢ la du cho chung toi.
Today there were only THREE fries in the bag, and we had to split them ten ways.

HAm nay chi cé ba miéng khoai tay chién trong tui, va chung t6i phai chia ching ra
thanh mwdi phan.

So you had a couple of kids paying Nolan a dime each just to smell the fries on his
breath.



Vay la c6 vai dira trd Nolan méi dira mot phan mudi dé la chi dé ngli mui khoai tay
chién trong hoi thé cta nb.

And | think that's what made Abigail finally decide to look for another place to sit.

Va t6i nghi d6 la i do ma Abigail cudi cung cling quyét dinh tim mot chd ngdi khac.
When Abigail moved to a different table, she took Rowley with her.

Khi Abigail chuyén dén ban khac, co 4y kéo theo ca Rowley.

But that’s fine with ME because it means more french fries for the rest of us.

Nhwng téi dn v&i chuyén dé vi nd cé nghia 1a ching t6i dwoc nhiéu khoai tay chién hon.

Abigail and Rowley moved to the Couples Table, which is the only place in the whole
cafeteria where there’s still room to sit.

Abigail va Rowley chuyén dén Ban Danh Cho Cac Cap Déi, noi duy nhat con chd tréng
trong can-tin.

After the Valentine’s Day dance, almost all the couples in our grade broke up, so
Rowley and Abigail didn’t have any trouble finding a spot.

Sau budi vii hoi ngay Valentine, hau hét cac cap trong khdi téi déu chia tay, nén Rowley
va Abigail khéng gdp bat ctr khé khan nao trong viéc tim chd ngbi.

The reason the couples have a whole table all to themselves is because no one else
can stand to be around them.

Ly do ma cac cap déi dwoc ngdi nguyén mot ban la vi chang ai chiu dwoc khi dirng gan
tui no.

Let me just say that you couldn’t PAY me to sit and watch Abigail feed Rowley his
pudding every day.

Ban cd tra t6i bao nhiéu, tdi cling sé& khéng chiu ngdi xem Abigail dut banh put-dinh cla
Rowley cho né mdi ngay.

The SECOND that Rowley and Abigail left our table, two guys slid right into their empty
spots.

Ngay gidy phut Rowley va Abigail r&i ban ctia chung t6i, hai thang con trai ngdi ngay
vao ché vira bi bé trong.

There aren’t enough seats in the cafeteria for all the kids in our lunch period, so there’s
actually a line to get one.



O céan-tin khéng cé dd chd ngdi cho tat cd moi ngudi trong gir an, nén that ra la cé han
mét hang nguwdi che ¢o chd.

If you didn’t get a seat on the first day of school, you were out of luck.
Néu ban khéng cé chd trong ngay dau di hoc thi ban xui tan mang roi.

There are some kids who have been waiting since September, and they’ll probably
STILL be waiting for a seat on the last day of school.

C6 nhirng dira da phai cho tir thang Chin, va co thé dén ngay cudi nam hoc tui né ciing
sé van phai ch® chd ngoi.

| feel pretty lucky | got a seat, because the people who didn’t get one have to find a
place to sit anywhere they can.

Téi thdy minh kha 1a may mén vi da tim dwoc ché ngdi, b&i nhirng dra khdng cé chd
sé phai ngdi & bat clr chd nao cé thé ngoi.

The kids in the middle of the line have pretty much given up hope that they’re gonna get
a seat, so some of them have started selling their spots to the kids behind them.

Nhirng dira & gilra hang co vé da ti bd hy vong rang tui né sé cé chd dé ngdi, nén vai
dra da ban chd dirng trong hang cda tui né cho nhirng dira dirng ché dang sau.

| heard that Brady Connor sold his position at the number-fifteen spot to Glenn Harris,
who was one spot back, for five dollars and an ice-cream sandwich.

T6i nghe rang Brady Connor da ban chd ctia nd & vj tri che s6 mwdi 1&m cho Glenn
Harris, dra dirng ngay dang sau né trong hang chd, vé&i gia ndm dé |a va moét cai banh
kep kem.

Unfortunately for me, the two kids in the front of the line were Earl Dremell and his twin
brother, Andy, and they took Abigail and Rowley’s spots.

Khéng may cho tdi, hai dira & dau hang |a Earl Dremell va em sinh dbi ctia né, Andy, va
hai dira n6 da 14y ché cla Abigail va Rowley.

Earl and Andy have Phys Ed right before lunch, and those guys both fake their gym
showers, just like | do.

Earl va Andy hoc thé duc trwdc gior an trwa, va ca hai dira né déu gia vo |a da di tdm, y
chang toi.

Even though | sit at a table with a bunch of guys, | wouldn’t call any of them my actual
FRIENDS.



Du t6i ngdi & ban véi mét dam con trai, t6i khdng thuc sy xem dra ndo la ban ca.
Because when we head outside for recess, we all go our separate ways.

Bé&i khi chiing tdi dwoc ra ngoai gidi lao, tat ca déu duwong ai ndy di.

| USED to hang out with Rowley during recess, but those days are over.

T6i tirng choi v&i Rowley trong gid giai lao, nhwng nhirng ngay dé da khéng con nira
roi.

It's probably time for me to strike out on my own, but the problem is, | don’t know where
I’'m supposed to go.

C6 thé 1a da dén IGc t6i phai tw 1ap rdi, nhung van dé 13 t6i khéng biét minh nén di dau
ca.

First of all, there are some kids | have to watch out for on the playground.

Trén hét, toi phai can than véi vai dra trén san choi.

A few years ago Mom invited a bunch of my classmates to my birthday party, but she
thought I already had enough toys and she said so on the invitation.

Vai nam trwédc Me moi mét dam ban cung 1&p dén du tiéc sinh nhat cua toi, nhwng ba
&y nghi t6i d& c6 du dé choi rdi va ba da ghi nhw vay trong tam thiép moi.

Usually, when you open presents at your birthday party, all the other kids are jealous.
Binh thwéng thi khi ban m& qua trong tiéc sinh nhat, moi dira khac déu phai ghen ty.
But at MY party | think people just felt sorry for me.

Nhuwng & budi tiéc cla tai thi tdi nght 1& moi ngwdi déu thwong hai cho t6i.

Unfortunately, Mom’s idea caught on with a bunch of OTHER moms in our
neighborhood, and nowadays | have to be careful whenever | see a kid walking around
at recess carrying a new book.

Xui x&o lam sao, y twdng ctia Me thanh ra phd bién véi nhiéu ba me khac trong khu
phd, va bay gid t6i phai that cdn than méi khi nhin thay dra nao d6 cAm mét cudn sach
m&i di quanh vao gi& giai lao.

Then there’s Leon Feast and HIS gang.

Gi® 14 chuyén vé Leon Feast va nhém ban cla né.



| got into a situation with those guys a few summers ago, and there’s been bad blood
between us ever since.

Téi dung dd phai tui né vao mua hé vai ndm trudc va tir dé gitra ching t6i da cé mbi
thu sau dam.

One day me and Rowley went down to the school to ride our bikes on the basketball
court, but Leon and his friends showed up a few minutes later.

Vao mét ngay kia, t6i va Rowley di dén trudng dé dap xe trén san béng rd, nhwng vai
phut sau thi Leon va ban cta né xuét hién.

They told us that we were gonna have to leave so they could play basketball.
Tui n6 bao chung tdi rang chang tdi phai rdi di dé tui né choi béong ré.
| told Leon we could make a compromise and they could have on half of the court and

we could ride our bikes on the other.

Téi bdo Leon 1a chung t6i c6 thé giao kéo véi nhau va tui né cé thé choi trong nira san
va chung téi cé thé dap xe trén ntra san con lai.

But they didn’t like THAT idea and gave us the boot.
Nhwng tui né khéng thich y twéng nay va da dit chang t6i ra khoi dé.

On the ride home | was really mad that we let ourselves get pushed around like that,
and | wanted to DO something bout it.

Trén dwong vé t6i da rat 1a tire vi ching t6i da d& minh bj ra Iénh nhw vay, va téi mudn
lam gi d6 dé thay ddi tinh thé.

A few days later, Mom asked me out of the blue if | wanted her to sign me up for the
“Superhero Training Academy.” She showed me the flyer, and | was sold.

Vai ngay sau, Me dét nhién héi xem téi c6 muén Me dang ky cho t6i di hoc & "Hoc vién
Huén luyén Anh hung" khéng. Me cho t6i xem t& roi, va toi déng y ngay tap Iu.
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| couldn't wait to graduate from the Superhero Training Academy and show Leon and his gang a
thing or two.

To6i khong thé chd doi dé tét nghiép Hoc vién dao tao siéu anh huing va biéu dién cho Leon va
ddng bon mét ho&c hai thir.

Rowley's mom signed him up, too, and we were both pretty excited about it. But on the first day,
| realized it was a total scam.

Me cta Rowley ciing d& dang ky cho cau 4y va ca hai ching tdi déu rat hao hirng vé diéu dé.
Nhwng vao ngay dau tién, téi nhan ra né hoan toan liva dao.

First of all, the Superhero Training Academy was in the gymnastics room at the YMCA and not
some secret bunker underneath the building. Then | found out the whole “superpower” part was
a joke.

DPA4u tién, Hoc vién dao tao siéu anh hung & trong phong thé duc dung cu & YMCA va khéng
phai moét s ham bi mat bén dwdi toa nha. Sau dé, t6i phat hién ra toan bd phan "siéu nang lwc"
[a moét tro dua.

So me and Rowley were stuck in day camp for a week while our moms ran errands. And at the
end we didn't even get masks or costumes or anything cool like that. We just got these stupid
certificates.

Vi vay, téi va Rowley da bi mac ket trong trai ngay trong mét tuan trong khi cac ba me cla
chung téi chay viéc vat. Va cudi cung chung t6i thadm chi khong nhan dwgc mat na hoac trang
phuc hodc bat cir thi gi ngau nhw thé. Chang téi chi ¢é nhirng chirng chi ngu ngéc nay.

A few weeks later we went down to the school on our bikes again, and sure enough, Leon and
his friends were on the basketball court. But | guess | should’ve given Rowley the heads-up that
his “superhero training” was totally worthless.

M6t vai tuan sau, chung t6i lai xudng trwérng mét 1an niva, va chac chan 1a Leon va ban cta anh
ta dang & trong san bong r6. Nhwng t6i doan tdi nén cho Rowley biét rang "viéc dao tao siéu
anh huing" cGia cau 4y hoan toan vé gia tri.

Aside from the kids | need to avoid, like Leon, there are a few different groups that hang out
together at recess. But | don't think | really fit in with any of them.

Bén canh nhirng dlra tré toi can phai tranh, nhw Leon, c6 mét vai nhém khac nhau di choi cung
nhau & gi® giai lao. Nhwng téi khdng nghi rang téi thwe sw phu hop véi bat ky nhém trong sb
ho.



There are some kids who play a fantasy card game, and another group that just hangs out and
reads.

Cé vai dwra tré choi trd choi thé twdng twong va mét nhém khac chi tu tap va doc sach.

Then there's the group that plays on the field. A few months ago the school banned any games
that involve a ball because too many kids were getting hurt.

Sau d8, c6 nhém choi trén san. M6t vai thang truéc, trwong da cAm béat ky trd choi nao lién
quan dén bong vi cé qua nhieu nhirng da tré bj thwong.

So these guys made up a game where somebody's shoe is the ball. But don't even ask me what
the point of the game is.

Vi vay, nhirng ga nay tao nén mét tro choi ma giay cua ai dé la qua bong. Nhuwng dirng hai t6i y
nghia cua tro choi la gi.

Eric Glick hangs out with his sketchy friends behind the school where the teachers can't see
them. I've heard that if you want to buy an old book report or homework assignment, he's the
guy to talk to.

Eric Glick lang thang vé&i nhirng ngudi ban dang ngd clia minh déng sau ngéi trwéng noi cac
gido vién khéng thé nhin thay ho. Toi da nghe ndi rang néu ban mudn mua mét cudn bao cao
cli hodc bai tap vé nha, anh ta 1a ngwdi dé néi chuyén.

The girls hang out in groups, too. There's one that jumps rope near the side of the school and
another that does hopscotch fifty feet away. I've heard the two groups don't get along, but | have
no idea what that's all about.

Cac ¢b gai cling di choi theo nhém. Cé mét nhém nhay day & gan phia canh trwéng va mot
nhém khac nhay 16 cd ndm muoi feet. Téi da nghe rang hai nhém khéng hoa thuan, nhwng toi
khéng biét dé 1a nhirng gi.

I'll tell you the group | wish | could join, and that's the girls who hang out near the cafeteria door
and gossip about everyone who walks by.

Toi sé ndi véi cac ban nhdm t6i wéc minh cé thé tham gia, va d6 1a nhivng c6 gai tu tap gan cira
phong an va néi chuyén phiém vé nhirng ngw®i di ngang qua.

I've tried to slip into that group before, but it's pretty clear outsiders aren't welcome.

T6i da cb gang dé I&én vao nhom dé trwde day, nhwng né kha rd rang la nguwdi bén ngoai khéng
dwoc chao don.

The only place where boys and girls hang out together is on the playground. Some of the kids
have started playing Girls Chase Boys, which was a big thing back in elementary school.



Noi duy nhat ma cac chang trai va c6 gai di choi cling nhau la trén san choi. Mot vai dira tré da
bat dau choi nir dudi theo nam, dé 1a mét viéc Ién nhuw & trwdng tiéu hoc.

I've tried to get in on the Girls Chase Boys game over the years, but most of the girls are only
interested in chasing the popular guys like Bryce Anderson.

To6i da cb6 gang dé tham gia trong trd choi ni¥ dudi theo nam trong nhirng nam qua, nhwng hau
hét cac cd gai chi quan tam dén viéc dudi theo nhirng ké ndi tiéng nhw Bryce Anderson.

Every so often during Girls Chase Boys, somebody will yell out and flip the whole game.

R4t thuwéng xuyén trong méi 1an choi nir dudi theo nam, ai d6 sé hét 1&én va 1at toan bd trd choi.
It goes back and forth like that until the bell rings and it's time to go inside.

N6 di I&p di I&p lai nhw thé cho dén khi chudng reo va dé 1a thdi gian dé di vao bén trong.

The only problem with that game is they never say what you're supposed to do when you
actually catch someone. | remember the time in fifth grade when we were playing Boys Chased
Girls and that caught Cara Punter fair and square.

Van dé duy nhét vai tro choi do 1a ho khéng bao gid néi nhirng gi ban phai lam khi ban thuc sw
bat ai d6. T6i nhé thoi gian & I&p nam khi ching t6i choi nam dudi theo nir va bat duwgc Cara
Punter mét cach ngay thang.

Cara reported me to the playground monitor, who made me sit against the wall for the rest of
recess. I'm pretty sure the school called my parents, too.

Cara bao cdo ti véi ngudi giam sat san choi, ngudi da khién t6i ngdi dwa vao twong trong sudt
phan con lai clia gi¢ gidi lao. Téi cling chac rang truwdng cling goi cho bé me toi.

I think the school realized there are some kids who have trouble joining in with the others at
recess, so a few weeks ago they turned the bully-reporting station on the playground into a
“Find a Friend” station.

T&i nghi rang trwdng hoc nhan ra cé moét sé tré em gdp khoé khan khi tham gia cung nhirng
nguoi khac trong gio gidi lao, vi vay mét vai tuan trwdc ho da bién tram bao céo bat nat trén
san choi thanh mét tram "Tim mot nguwdi ban”.

| always thought the Find a Friend station was a lame idea, but it's not like | have a lot of options
these days.

T6i ludn nghi rang tram Tim mét nguwdi ban 1a moét y twéng nham chan, nhwng khéng phai luc
nao téi cling cé nhiéu lwa chon.

I don't know if people didn't notice the blue light going off or if everyone was just too busy
playing Girls Chased Boys, but no kids came over. | think Mr. Nern must have felt sorry for me,
because he walked over with a box of checkers.



To6i khong biét liéu moi ngudi cd dé y thdy dén mau xanh dang tat hay khéng, hodc néu moi
ngwoi qua ban ron khi choi nru dudi theo nam, nhwng khdng cé dira tré nao ghé qua. Toi nght
ong Nern chéc da cam thay tiéc cho t6i, b&i vi 6ng ta bwdc qua véi mot hop co.

| guess it was better than nothing. But | hope Mr. Nern doesn't think this is gonna be a regular
thing.

Téi doan né tét hon 1a khéng cé gi. Nhwng téi hy vong 6ng Nern khéng nghi réang day sé [a mot
diéu binh thwong.
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OK, you KNOW things are bad when even your little brother has more friends than you.
DPuoc roi, ban biét Ia chuyén that t& khi ma ngay ca em trai ban con cé nhiéu ban bé
hon ban.

A family with a kindergarten-age kid named Mikey moved in down the street a few
weeks ago, and Mikey and Manny hit it off.

M6t gia dinh c6 mét dira bé dang & tudi di hoc mam non tén la Mikey méi chuyén dén
cudi dwdng vai tuan trwde, va Mikey va Manny tré nén than thiét ngay 1ap tirc.

The two of them have been hanging out after school every day since they met.

Hai dra né choi véi nhau méi ngay sau gio hoc ké tir khi gdp nhau.

Mikey loves to drink grape juice, and I've never seen him without a juice ring around his
lips.

Mikey thich ubng nuéc ép nho, va téi chwa bao gi® thay né thiéu hop nuwéc trai cay
hinh vong trén miéng.

So he always looks like a forty-year-old man with a goatee.

Vay nén ltc nao tréng né ciing nhu mot 6ng chu 40 tudi véi bo rau deé.

The only thing Mikey and Manny do together is watch TV.

Diéu duy nh4t Mikey va Manny 1am cuing nhau 1a xem TV.

As far as | know, neither of them has ever said a single word to the other, but | guess
something about their relationship just works.

Theo nhw tdi biét thi ca hai dira nd chwa tirng ndi gi véi nhau ca, nhwng t6i doan la cé
gi dé trong tinh ban ctia tui né gitp cho tui né tiép tuc la ban cla nhau.

And even crazier than that, now GRANDPA has a girlfriend. | didn’t even know you
could still DATE once you got to be Grandpa'’s age, but | guess | was wrong.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o9v1Jrl0Iq8iSfCHBT9J7JdQUeSeDe5UCVXJgP43Go0/edit?usp=sharing
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Chuyén con kho twdng twong hon thé 1a chuyén éng ndi méi cé ban gai. Téi da khong
hé biét rang ban con cé thé hen ho v&i ai d6 khi ban & tudi ctia 6ng, nhwng chac 14 toi
da sai roi.

| probably shouldn’t be surprised.

T6i dang 1& khéng nén ngac nhién dén thé.

Dad says that at Leisure Towers, the women outnumber the men ten to one.

Bb ndi & Leisure Towers, c&* mwdi niF méi cé6 mot nam.

So there are always women lined up at Grandpa'’s door trying to win him over with
casseroles and baked goods.

Vay nén 14 Itc cling cé cac ba xép hang dai trwdc clra nha 6ng va cb gang gianh duoc
éng bang nhirng mén ham va banh nwéng.

Grandpa started dating this widow named Darlene, and we met her this weekend when
they came over for dinner.

Ong ndi bat dau hen ho véi mot ba gda tén Ia Darlene, va chung t6i gép ba 4y cubi tuan
roi khi ho dén an ti.

| think it's totally crazy that Rowley and Grandpa both have girlfriends at the same time.
T6i nghi chuyén Rowley va Ong néi c6 ban gai cing mét luc thi that 1a dién khung.

All | can say is that if these are the people who are gonna populate the next generation,
the human race is in BIG trouble.

T6i chi cé thé ndi la néu day la nhirtng ngudi sé sinh ra thé hé tiép theo thi loai ngudi sé
gap rac rbi vo cung lon.

| never should’ve opened up to Mom about what’s been going on in my social life,
because now she’s made it her mission to help me find new friends.

Toéi dang 1& khdng nén mé long véi Me vé chuyén ddi sbng xa hoi cla téi, vi gir ba 4y
da xac dinh sir ménh ctda minh la giup t6i tim ban mai.

Yesterday she invited her old roommate from college to our house because her friend
has a son and Mom thought the two of us might really “hit it off.”

Ngay hém qua me m&i ban cung phong théi dai hoc dén nha bi vi co &y c6 mot dira
con trai va Me nghf hai dra chuing t6i han 1a sé& than v&i nhau rat nhanh.

But what Mom DIDN’T mention is that her friend’s son is a high school SENIOR, which
made for a really awkward afternoon.

Nhwng chuyén ma Me khéng hé nh&c dén d6 1a con trai clia ban Me da dang hoc ndm
cudi cap ba r6i, va diéu do khién cho bubdi trwa dé thanh ra day nguwong nghiu.

Lately Mom’s been giving me tips on how to make new friends at school.

Gan day Me cho téi nhiéu I&i khuyén vé viéc két ban méi & truong.

| think her heart is in the right place, but the advice she gives me would NEVER work
with kids my age.

Téi nght 1a Me cé y tét, nhwng ma 1&i khuyén ctia me sé chang bao gid ¢é tac dung voi
nhirng dira & tudi toi.



For example, Mom said that if I'm just really nice to everyone | meet, then word will
spread and I'll become the most popular kid at school in no time.

Vi du nhw 1a, Me néi néu t6i dbi xtr that tot véi tAt cd moi ngudi ma tdi gap, thi tiéng
lanh sé& don xa va téi sé sé'm trd thanh dira ndi tiéng nhét trong trwong.

Maybe that kind of stuff worked when Mom was growing up, but kids aren’t like that
anymore.

C6 thé cach dé co hiéu quéa khi Me con nhd, nhung tré con bay gi&r dau co nhw vay
nira.

| keep telling Mom that NOWADAY'S popularity is based on stuff like what kinds of
clothes you wear and what kind of cell phone you have.

Téi ndi di néi lai véi Me rang ngay nay mirc do ndi tiéng dwoc xac dinh trén nhirng tiéu
chi nhuw 1a loai quén ao ma ban mac hay la hang dién thoai ma ban dung.

But she doesn’t want to hear it.

Nhwng Me chang budn nghe.

At school there’s this big push to encourage “positive reinforcement,” so they’ve started
taking down all the anti-bullying posters in the hallways because they don't fit with the
new theme.

O trwerng c6 mot chién dich dé khuyén khich “luat I& tich cwc”, nén la ho bat dau thao
nhirng tdm ap phich vé chdng bao lwc hoc dwdng & hanh lang xubng béi vi ching
khéng hop véi chi dé.

Now instead of punishing kids for acting mean to each other, they’re rewarding kids for
being NICE.

Bay gid thay vi phat hoc sinh vi d6i x&r khéng t6t véi nhau, ho sé thuwdng nhivng dira tré
ngoan.

The basic idea is that if a teacher catches you being kind to another kid, you get a “Hero
Point”.

Can ban la néu gido vién bat gdp ban dang lam diéu tét d6i véi mot diva khac, ban sé
dwoc mot “Diém Anh Hung”.

If you get a certain number of Hero Points, you can turn them in for prizes like extra
recess time.

Néu ban c6 mét sd Biém Anh Hung nhat dinh, ban cé thé dem dbi ching thanh nhirng
phan thwéng nhu la dwoc thém gid giai lao.

And the homeroom that gets the MOST Hero Points gets a day off from school in June.
Va 1&p c6 nhiéu Biém Anh Hung nhat s& dwoc nghi mét ngay vao Thang Sau.

| actually thought it was a pretty decent idea, but of course people always have to go
and mess things up.

T6i thwe sw nghi né la mét y kha hay, nhwng tat nhién nguoi ta ludn thich di d&o 16n
moi thir.

Right away kids realized they didn’t actually have to do good deeds to get Hero Points.



Ngay lap ttrc dam nhéc nhan ra rang bon né khéng can phai thuc sw xt sw tot dé duwoc
Diém Anh Hung.

They just started FAKING good deeds whenever the teachers were around.

Bon né chi gia bd lam viéc tét mbi khi cé gido vién di ngang qua.

Hero Points are printed on sheets of ten, and teachers tear one off when they want to
reward a Kid.

Nguwoi ta in mwdi thm thé Diém Anh Hung 1&n mét to gidy, va gido vién sé xé mot tam
thé khi ho muén thudng cho ai doé.

Erick Glick got his hands on one of the sheets and photocopied it, so after that there
were all these counterfeit Hero Points going around school.

Erick Glick chdm dwoc moét to gidy va dem sao né sao ra thanh nhiéu ban, nén sau do
trong trwéng day ray Diém Anh Hung gia.

Erick started selling them for twenty-five cents a point, but then other kids realized
THEY could make copies, too, and after that there were so many Hero Points going
around that you could buy a HUNDRED for a QUARTER.

Erick bat dau ban chung vai gia hai muwoi 1dm xu mét diém, nhwng réi nhirvng dira khac
thay rang bon né ciing cé thé tao ban sao, va sau d6 thi xung quanh cé nhiéu Diém Anh
Hung dén mirc ban cé thé mua ca trdm diém chi véi hai mwoi 1am xu.

The teachers got suspicious when the worst kids in our class started turning in tons of
Hero Points for extra recess.

Thay cb bat dau sinh nghi khi dra hw nhat trong I&p ching t6i dem ndp that nhiéu Diém
Anh Hung dé dwoc thém gid giai lao.

So the school invalidated all the Hero Points printed on white paper and created a
whole new batch on GREEN paper.

Nén nha trwéng vo hiéu hda tat ca nhirng tAm thé Diém Anh Hung in trén gidy trang va
in lai chang trén gidy xanh.

But it didn’t take long for people to start making copies on green paper, and the whole
thing started all over again.

Nhwng chang méy chéc, ngudi ta lai bat dau 1am ra nhirng ban sao trén gidy xanh, va
moi th lai [ap lai nhw c.

Every time the school changed the color of the paper, there would be fakes made within
twenty-four hours.

Mbi 14n nha trworng ddi mau gidy, sé cé diém gia trong vong hai mwoi bn gid dong hé.
Finally, the school started punishing kids who turned in more than five Hero Points at a
time, because the teacher saw that as proof they were counterfeit.

Cudi cung, nha trwéng bat dau phat nhirtng dira ndp nhiéu hon nam Diém Anh Hung
mot Ian, vi gido vién coi né 1a bang chirng réng diém dé 1a gia.

Dich b&i Khanh Nguyén

Link:
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Cqa/edit?usp=sharing
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But that wasn't fair, either Marcel Templeton, one of the nicest kids in our class, got put
in detention for the rest of the month even though he earned his thirty-five Hero Points
legitimately.

Nhung diéu d6 khong cdng bang, hodc Marcel Templeton, mét trong nhirng dra tré tot
nhat trong I6p ching t6i, bi phat trong thdi gian con lai cua thang mac du cau ay da
kiem dwoc ba muwoi lam diem Anh hung mét cach chinh dang.

Eventually, the janitor busted one of the main counterfeit operations when he walked
into an empty Science room that kids were using as their base.

Cubi cung, nguoi gac cbng da pha v& mét trong nhirng hoat ddng gid mao chinh khi
éng 4y budc vao mot phong Khoa hoc tréng ma bon tré dang str dung 1am co sé cla
ho.

The school canceled the whole Hero Points after that, which stinks because now that
extra recess is off the table, nobody's willing to do anything nice.

Nha trwdéng da hdy bé toan bd diém Anh hing sau do, diéu nay that té boi vi gio day
gi® nghi giai lao khéng dwgc quan tdm, khdng ai san sang lam bat c dieu gi tot dep.

Sunday
Cha nhéat

| think Mom took that stuff | said about popularity with kids my age to heart, because
today she took me out clothes shopping.

T6i nghi rang me da thuc sy bi tac ddng nhirng thw ma toi d& noi vé Sw nbi tleng VOi
nhirng dira tré & tudi clia tdi, b&i vi hdm nay ba 4y da dwa t6i di mua sém quan &o.

Ordinarily | can't stand going clothes shopping, because the only time we do it is at the
beginning of the school year. And once a year is enough for me.

Théng thwong toi khong thich mua sam quan 4o, béi vi thoi gian duy nhat ching toi lam
la vao dau ndm hoc. Va mdi ndm mot 1an 1a dd cho toi.
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I've done a lot of boring things in my life, but nothing saps my energy worse than
back-to-school clothes shopping.

T6i da lam rat nhiéu thi nham chan trong cudc sbng ctia minh, nhwng khéng cé gi lam
giam nang lwveng cda téi toi t&€ hon mua sam quan ao khi tré lai tredng.

Usually, Mom takes a shopping at this place downtown called Frugal Freddy's. | think
the people who run that store understand guys, because they give us our own little area
to sit while the women shop.

Théng thwong, me di mua sam & kr!u trung tdm goi la Frugal Freddy's. T6i nghi nhirng
ngudi dieu hanh clra hang do6 sé hiéu cac chang trai, boi vi ho cho ching t6i khu vue
nhd bé ctia minh dé ngdi trong clra hang phu nir.

Last September Mom took me and Rodrick to Frugal Freddy's and picked out all our
clothes for us. Unfortunately, she forgot to come get us after she was done shopping,
and she got all the way home before she realized it.

Thang Chin nam ngodi, me dwa t6i va Rodrick dén Frugal Freddy’s va chon tat ca quan
ao cho ching t6i. That khong may, ba ay da quén dén gap ching t6i sau khi ba ay mua
sam xong, va ba ay da vé dén nha trwdc khi ba ay nhan ra no.

We must have been in the dude zone for three hours before Mom came back to get us.

Chung t6i phéi & trong khu vwe cho nhirng chang trai trong ba tiéng ddng hé truéc khi
me quay lai dén chung téi.

Well, today | was actually excited to go clothes shopping. | got two pairs of jeans and
three shirts, but the thing | was most pumped about was the shoes.

Vang, hém nay t6i thwe sw vui mirng khi di mua quan do. T6i c6 hai chiéc quan jean va
ba chiéc 4o so mi, nhwng thir to6i hirng thu nhat la giay.

All of my shoes are hand-me-downs from Rodrick, and whenever | get a pair of his
shoes | have to spend a few hours scraping the bubblegum off the bottoms.

Tat ca nhirng doi giay clia toi déu la truyén lai tlr Rodrick, va bat cir khi ndo t6i nhan
dworc dobi giay ciia anh ay t6i phai bé ra mét vai gio' dé cao keo cao su ra khéi dé giay.

The only time | had a new pair of shoes was in fourth grade, when Mom got me some
sneakers for the first day of school.

Lan duy nhét t6i co mot doi gidy méi & Iop bon, khi me cho t6i mot doi giay thé thao
trong ngay dau tién di hoc.



| never heard of “Sportzterz” before. She told me they were from Europe and had
“space-age technology.” So | was all proud of my new shoes when | went to school.

Toi chua bao gio' nghe noi vé "Sportzterz" trvdc day. Ba ay noi vi toi rang chiing dén
tlr chau Au va c6 "cong nghé tién tien." Vi vay, t6i rat ty hao vé doéi giay maéi cia minh
khi t6i di hoc.

But at recess, the rubber soles on both shoes fell clean off. | was upset and when | got
home | showed Mom, who said not to worry and that we take them back to the store
and get new ones.

Nhung tai gio giai lao, dé cao su trén ca hai dobi giay da bong sach. Téi bwc bdi va khi
t6i vé nha, t6i da cho me thay, ngwdi da néi khéng phai lo lang va chung téi dwa chung
tré lai clra hang va mua déi mai.

That's when | found out she bought the shoes at the dollar store and the whole
“space-age technology” thing was just a bunch of baloney.

D¢ la khi téi phat hién ra ¢ 4y da mua doi giay & clra hang dé la va toan bo “céng nghé
tién tién" chi la chuyén vé van.

When Mom said she was taking me shoe shopping today, | made sure she knew | was
only interested in name brands.

Khi me néi hom nay ba &y mang t6i di mua gidy, t6i chac chan rang ba &y biét toi chi
quan tdm dén cac thwong hiéu tén tuoi.

It wasn't easy deciding which shoes to get, though. There are about a million different
types, and each one is supposedly good for a specific thing.

Mac du vay n6 khdng phai 1a dé dang qu,yét dinh 14y ddi giay nao. C6 khoang mét triéu
loai khac nhau va méi loai dwoc cho la tét cho mét thir cu thé.

There are shoes for hiking, shoes for running, shoes for skateboarding, and a bunch of
other ones, too.

Co dbi giay dé di bd dwong dai, giay chay bd, giay trwot van, va ca déng cac déi giay
khac nira.
There was a pair of fancy high-tech basketball shoes | really liked. They had some sort

of thing in the soles that's supposed to make you jump higher, and | was seriously
thinking about getting them.



Co6 mot doi giay bong rd cong nghé cao bat mét ma t6i thwe sy thich. Ching co thir gi
do trong phan dé dwoc cho la khién ban nhay cao hon, va téi da suy nght nghiém tuc
vé viéc lay chung.

But | got nervous that if | bought those, I'd be totally out of control on the walk to school.

Nhuwng téi lo 1ang rang néu tdi mua nhirng thir do, téi s& hoan toan mét kiém soat khi di
bd dén trwdng.

Then there was a pair of green “cross-training” shoes that really looked awesome, but
on the box it said they were for the “serious athlete.”

Sau do, c6 mot doi giay “dao tao chéo” mau xanh la cay thwc sy trong tuyét voi, nhung
trén hép nd ndi rang ho da cho "van déng vién nghiém tuc."

So if | got those, | think they'd just be wasted on me.
Vi vay, néu t6i c6 ching, tdi nght rang chang sé chi bi Iang phi vao toi.

| even thought about getting a pair of those shoes with wheels in them, so | could blow
by the Mingo kids’ woods everyday.

T6i tham chi con nghi dén viéc mua mot ddi gidy cé banh xe, vi vay téi cé thé lwon qua
khu rirng cliia bon tré Mingo hang ngay.

| finally decided on some shoes that were sporty but not too over-the-top. Mom asked
me if | wanted to wear them home, but there was no way | was gonna let my shoes get
dirty before | wore them to school for the first time.

Cudi cling t6i da quyét dinh mét doi gidy thé thao nhwng khdng qua dang cép. Me hoi
t6i c6 mudn di chung vé nha khong, nhung khéng doi nao toi dé giay cua t6i bi ban
trwde khi tdi mang giay dén trwdng lan dau tién.

Dich b&i HuongLy Nguyen

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-pethn TNIEOwWo 16 ANWWKuecXAk3rsLz90yfcoA
MpklQ/edit?usp=sharing
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It gave me a chance to enjoy the new shoe smell all the way home.

Téi c6 co may tan hwéng cai mui ctia giay méi sudt dwdng di vé nha.
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Monday

| never noticed how DIRTY the ground is until | got my new shoes. And not just the
actual ground but the street and the SIDEWALK, too.

Téi cha bao gio d& y xem mét dwdng ban dén c& nao cho dén khi tdi mua giay mai. Va
khéng don thuan |1a dwéng dat ma ngay ca dworng phé hay via hé ciing vay.

The way to school is like a minefield of mud and grease and other junk, and you
practically have to be a ninja to avoid all of it.

Pudng dén trworng nhu mét ca bai dat toan bun va nhivng thi rac thai khac, va ban
phai hanh ddng nhw mét ninja thwe thu dé& né tat ca thir do.

In fact after getting only one block from my house this morning, | turned around and
went back inside. | got some of those plastic grocery bags to put my feet in, and for a
while everything was good.

Thuc té 1a sau khi ra khéi nha lic sang nay, tdi da vong lai va vao nha. Téi lay vai cai tai
ni-lbng dé boc chan minh vao, sau mét lic thy moi viéc da on.

But eventually the bottoms of the bags got shredded, and then they didn't give me any
protection at ALL. So | just ripped the rest of the bags off and threw them in the nearest
trash can.

Nhwng héa ra dwéi day tai co vai cai 16, nén ching khong thé bao vé téi hoan toan. Vi
thé tdi da xé phan tui cong lai ra va ném ching vao thiing rac gan nhét.

After that | did my best to avoid the danger areas. | stayed on the sidewalk until |
realized | was getting pebbles in the little grooves of my shoes and | knew those were
gonna take FOREVER to dig out with a stick. So | tried to minimize the amount of
rubber that touched the cement.

Sau khi t6i cb géng hét sirc tranh cac noi nguy hiém. Téi ding yén trén via hé cho dén
khi t&i nhan ra 1a cé vai hat séi trong ké& gidy ctia minh va tdi biét ching sé & yén dé mai
mai néu |4y ra bang 1 cai que. Vi thé ma téi da cb gang dé han ché lwong cao su cham
phai xi-mang.



Eventually, | gave up and just walked in the grass. By the time | got to school, | was 20
minutes late but it was totally worth it to show up in style.

Cudi cuing thi, t6i da tir bé va di l1én cé. Vao lic t6i dén truéng, t6i da bi mudn 20 phut
lan nhwng dang dé khoe khoang phong céach.

Unfortunately, we were having a pop quiz in. Geography, and | had to try and catch up
to everyone else.

That khéng may la ching t6i co bai kiém tra. Mén dia li. Va toi thi phai cb gang dé bat
Kip moi nguwaii.

A few minutes into the quiz, | noticed a really terrible smell. At first, | thought it was
Bernard Berenson, who usually doesn't smell too good in general.

Mét vai phut trong bai kiém tra, t6i d& y c6 mui rat kinh khing. Dau tién, téi nghi d6 la
Bernard Berenson, tay hoc sinh nhin chung khéng bao gi¢ thom tho ca.

But this was WAY worse than usual. | took my stuff to a desk in the back of the room so
| could concentrate on my quiz, but the smell FOLLOWED me. And that's when |
realized where it was REALLY coming from.

Nhwng mui dé con té hon thwong.Toi da dat dd dac clia minh 1én trén ban cudi phong
dé t6i co thé tap trung lam bai kiém tra, &y vay ma cai mui dé cir am theo toi. Va dé la

khi t6i nhan ra rang cai mui d6 THU'C SU dén tir dau.

My shoe | must have stepped in dog poop when | walked in the grass and | knew
EXACTLY where it happened, too.

Oi giay cla tdi chac han da dinh phai phan cho khi toi di trén co va toi cling biét CHINH
XAC la khi ndo.

| took my shoes off and went to the front of the room to tell Mrs. Pope about my
situation.

Toi c&i giay ra va di 1én trudc Iop dé bao véi co Pope vé trudng hop cla toi.



But | think Mrs. Pope thought | was trying to skip out on the pop quiz, because she
gave me a plastic bags to put my shoe in and told me to return to my seat.

Nhwng t6i cho réng cd Pope lai nghi téi dang cd gang thoat khéi bai kiém tra, bi vi co
da dwa cho t6i 2 cai tui ni-léng dé bé giay cua t6i va bao t6i quay lai ché.

By now the rest of the kids had figured out what was going on, and everyone had a
good laugh at my expense.

Khi s6 bon nhéc con lai biét chuyén gi dang xay ra, va chiung da cudi nhao cau chuyén
hai hwéc cla toi.

Usually, | find poop as funny as the next guy, but that's when someone ELSE steps in
it.

In fact, the best time | ever had with Rowley was on the 4th of July when his parents
took us downtown to see the fireworks. We had to get there a few hours early to set up
our blanket in the park.

Thwong thi téi thady phan ché that khdi hai cho ga tiép theo, nhwng d6 1a khi cé ai khac
gidm Ién né. Thuc té thi khodng thdi gian tuyét voi nhat cung véi Rowley 1a vao mang 4
thang 7 Itc bd me noé xudng phd xem phao hoa. Chuing téi phai danh vai gio & dé sém
dé van chuyén cai chan dén coéng vién.

One of the police horses unloaded right on the main path where everybody was
walking by, and the two of us spent the rest of the night watching people's reactions as
they tried to avoid it. Those were some good times but | guess they're all over now.

Mot trong nhirng con ché canh sat da lam bay ngay trén dwdong chinh noi moi ngudi di
qua, va ca hai ching t6i cham chu ca budi tbi quan sat xem phan (rng clia moi nguoi,
b&i vi ho ¢b gang tranh né. D6 la nhivng khodnh khéc tuyét véi nhwng téi doan bay gid
moi thtr da la di vang.

What really makes me mad is that if everything was the way it was SUPPOSED to be, |
would have been walking to school with Rowley this morning and he would have been
doing his job of scouting ahead.

Diéu ma thuwc sy [am t6i phat dién d6 la néu moi thr dién ra nhw 1a né da BPUQ'C DINH,
t6i sé di hoc dén trwdng cuing Rowley vao budi sang nay va né sé thuyc hién céng viéc
quen thuéc la da vang di.



But Rowley had to go and get himself a girlfriend, and now | guess I'm the one who has
to suffer.

Nhwng Rowley phai di va cé ban gai di cung nd, va bay gi¢ t6i doan la toi la dra con lai
phai chiu dwng.

| had tracked Rebel’'s mess all over the classroom and they had to call in Mr. Meeks to
clean it up. He kept shooting me dirty looks which made it really tough to concentrate on

my pop quiz.

T6i mang thtr hén dén ctia Rebel vao trong 16p hoc va ho phai goi thdy Meeks dé don
sach né. Thay khéng ngirng liéc nhin t6i véi bd dang ban thiu thir ma thuc sy 1am t6i
khé dé tap trung vao bai kiém tra.

After class ended | went to the front office to see if there was anything they could do to
help me, the school secretary let me look through the Lost and Found box for a
replacement shoe but the only thing in there that even came close was a girl's winter
boot.

Sau khi tan trwéng t6i dén chd trude clra van phong dé xem ho cé thé 1am gi dé giup
t6i, cd thw ky cho tdi xem qua cai hop dd bj that lac va dd dwoc tim thay dé thay thé
giay nhwng th(r duy nhét con lai & d6 la mét déi bdt mua ddng ciia con gai.

Right then Mr. Nern came out of the teachers lounge and the secretary asked him if he
happened to have any spare shoes. Mr. Nern said he actually had an extra pair in his
office, anyone to get them for me.

Ngay sau d6 thay Nern buéc ra tir phong ché gido vién va cd thw ky hdi thay xem thay
con déi giay thira nao khéng. Thay Nern néi la thay c6 mét déi khac & trong van phong
cua thay, co ai d6 da lay chung cho téi roi.

| never noticed before but Mr. Nern has some GIGANTIC feet. And | hope just because
he lent me his shoes doesn't mean | have to keep playing checkers with him at recess.

T6i chwa bao gi& dé y trwdc day nhung thay Nern c6 hai ban chan CU'C Ki TO. Va t6i
hi vong chi bi vi thay cho t6i mwon déi giay cla thay cling khéng ¢6 nghia rang t6i tuc
choi c& ca ré voi thay subt gio ra choi.



Wednesday

Since I'm not hanging out with Rowley after school anymore, I've got a LOT more time
on my hands. But the thing I've learned is that you should never tell your mom you've
got nothing to do.

B&i vi t6i khéng con di lang thang cing véi Rowley khi tan hoc niva, tdi cd NHIEU thoi
gian ranh rang hon. Nhwng ma diéu ma t6i hoc dwoc la ban dirng bao gid nén néi voi
me la ban khéng cé viéc gi dé lam ca.

Once | said I'm bored and she followed that up with “good, you can help me clean the
oven!”.

M6t 1an tdi bao la téi cdm thay chan, me bét kip dwoc diéu dé “tét Iam, con trai giup ta
lau don 16 vi séng!”

So I've been going outside after school just to avoid doing chores at home. Mom's been
telling me | should branch out and try to find new friends in the neighborhood, but where
| live the pickings are pretty slim.

Vi thé ti da di lang thang bén ngoai dé tranh lam viéc nha. Me luén naéi véi toi |a t6i nén
cdi mé va cd gang két ban méi & khu hang xém, nhung & noi t6i sbng viéc tim kiém
ban bé thwc sw khan hiém.

A few houses down are the Lasky boys, but THEIR idea of a good time is stripping
down to their underwear and wrestling in the front yard.

M6t vai nha & phia dwéi la nhirng dira tré nha Lasky, nhwng y twéng cia CHUNG vé
thoi gian tuyét voi 1a 16t d6 16t ra va dau vat ngay dudi san trudc nha.

Diagonally across the street is a kid named Mitchell Flammer who | think is a year or
two younger than me but | don't even know what he LOOKS like because I've never
seen him without a motorcycle helmet on.

Doc theo con dwdng la mét dlra nhoc tén la Mitchell Flammer, ma theo t6i nghi no it
hon t6i 1-2 tudi gi d6 nhwng tdi khdng biét nd TRONG ra sao bdi vi t6i chwa tirng thay
né ma khong kém theo cai mi bdo hiém trén dau.

A few houses down on the right, you've got Aric Hulbert, who was suspended three
weeks ago for breaking in and vandalizing the school.



M6t vai nha bén man phai, ban biét Aric Hulbert, né la dlra bi phat 3 tuan trwdc vi pha
hoai va gay rbi truéng hoc.

He tried to deny it was him but it was pretty pointless.

N6 da cb6 gang phti nhan viéc lam ctia minh nhwng cé vé moi chuyén tré nén vé ich.
He had spray-painted the lockers with “Aric Hulbert is cool”.

N6 da xit son vao ti khéa dé dd véi dong chi ‘Aric Hulbert that 1a ngau’.

Then there's Fregley who lives a few houses up for me. If there's anything GOOD that
comes out of my situation in the past few weeks, it's that | haven't had to walk by
Fregley's house on my way up to see Rowley.

Sau do ké tiép 1a Fregley dira ma séng man trén nha t6i. Néu c6 gi d6 TOT dep cé tir
trwdng hop cla tdi vai tuan trudc, diéu dé co nghia la t6i phai di qua nha Fregley trén

dwdng di gap Rowley.

Unfortunately, Mom's always trying to set up a play date between me and Fregley she
says she feels bad for him because he seems like a lonely boy.

That khéng may la me ludn cb gang xép lich choi gitra t6i va Fregley, me béo la me
cam thay tdi cho né vi né tréng nhw 1a mot cau bé cd don.

| really wish Mom wouldn't say things like that, because then it makes me feel all guilty.
And trust me | already feel bad enough seeing Fregley out on the playground every day.

Téi thwe sw mong la me dirng né nhivng thir nhw vay bi vi diéu dé 1a téi cdm thay toi
16i. Thanh thwc ma né tai thay du té khi gap Fregley & ngoai san choi hang ngay 1am
roi.

But today | had a really crazy thought | realized that if | became friends with Fregley, |
could mold him into EXACTLY the type of friend | wanted.

Nhwng hém nay tdi c6 suy nghi thuc sw dién ro, t6i nhan rang néu t6i 1am ban voi
Fregley, t6i c6 thé bao me CHINH XAC loai ban ma t6i mong mudn.



| could basically take all the things | like about Rowley and teach Fregley how to do
them. Plus Fregley could bring something EXTRA to the table.

T6i co6 thé I4y moi thir t6i thich vé& Rowley va day cho Fregley lam sao dé thuwc hién diéu

do, Thém niva Fregley c6 thé mang thém th gi khac dén ban.

I've noticed that at my school the most popular guys have a funny sidekick. One of the
boys in Bryce Anderson's entourage is Jeffrey Laffley, and | GUARANTEE you the only
reason price keeps Jeffrey around is for comic relief.

T6i dé y rang hoi & trwdng nhirng dira ndi tiéng thuworng cé6 moét dira ban kha hai huéc.

Mot trong nhirng dira trong doan thudc ha ctia Bryce Anderson la Jeffrey Laffley, va toi
CAM DOAN rang li do dang dé gitr Jeffrey bén canh la vi sy dé chiu vui vé.

And girls NEVER go for the funny sidekick so Fregley wouldn't even be a threat to me.

Va bon con gai thi KHONG BAO GIO thich di cung v&i dira ban khéi hai, vi thé Fregley
sé khong bao gid [a mbi de doa véi toi.

I'll just need to make sure people think Fregley is acting funny on PURPOSE. Because
with him you can never really tell.

T6i can phai chac chén rdng moi ngwdi nghi Fregley dang cb y hanh dong hai huérc.
B&i vi cé thé v&i né ban chang bao gi& can phan né gi.

Like the time he screamed “I think | just swallowed my retainer”.

so laughter all around but then he whined no seriously.

Nhuw lic ma né hét 1&n “t6i nghi lam minh vira méi nubt phai ban cta minh roi”
Tiéng cwdi xung quanh vang 1én nhwng sau dé né van tinh bo.

Today at lunch | went to find Fregley and invite him to sit at our table. He was so far
back in the line to get a seat that he was out in the hallway near the boy’s bathroom.



Hém nay vao gi® an trua, t6i da di tim Fregley va ri né ngdi cung ban véi téi. N6 & tan
cudi cung clia hang dé ch& c6 chd ngdi dén mirc n6 bi day ra chd cau thang gan nha vé
sinh nam.

Luckily, Fregley is pretty skinny, so we were able to squeeze him in. The first thing | did
was tell him how things worked, starting with a Five-Second Rule.

That may 1a, Fregley kha gay, vi vay chang t6i ¢ thé cho né chen vao ban . Diéu dau
tién ma t6i lam la béo v&i né xem moi viéc hoat ddng thé nao, bat dau véi quy luat 5
giay.

| was right in the middle of telling him how you can claim a piece of food that doesn't
belong to you, when Fregley went for the potato chip in my hand with no warning.

Téi da dirng & gitra d& mach cho nd cach ban co thé chirng minh moét miéng thire an
khéng thudc vé ban, thi Fregley da b vao tay tdi mot que khoai tay chién ma khéng hé
c6 canh bao.

| was pretty mad and | told Fregley that if he was gonna pull that kind of nonsense he
could go back to his spot on the floor in the hallway.

Téi thwe sw phat dién va t6i da noi voi Fregley rang néu né tiép tuc 1am nhirng tht vo
nghia nhu vay thi né cé thé quay lai ché ma né dang dirng & cau thang dwoc roi day.

| explained that somebody had to actually DROP something before it could be claimed.
He seemed to get it and sort of tried to apologize so | guess you'd have to call that
progress.

Téi da gidi thich 1a néu c6 ai dé thwe sw lam roi thir gi trwde khi né dwoc chirng minh.
N6 dwdng nhw dé mac né va cb géng xin 16i, vi thé téi doan la ban chac sé goi cai quy
trinh nay mét.

While, Fregley was eating lunch | snuck a peek at his notebook to see how good his
cursive was.

Trong luc d6, Fregley dang an trua, t6i da liéc trom sb ghi chép clia né dé xem chir viét
ctia n6 dep dén c& nao.



After school | asked Fregley if he wanted to walk home with me. | explained how |
needed him to scout ahead for dog poop, and how he'll have to pull my roller bag from
time to time. Fregley seemed eager to help out, and things started off pretty smoothly.

Sau khi tan hoc t6i da hdi Fregley la né c6 mudn di bd vé nha cung t6i khdng. Téi gidi
thich tdi can né dé da vang chd phan ché cho t6i, va né thi thodng phai kéo 1& cai cap
c6 con lan & dudi. Fregley dwdng nhw rat sén sang dé gitp d&, va moi chuyén dién
bién rét 1a ém dém.

But | wasn't paying attention, and | forgot to cross the street when we got near the
Mingo kids’ woods so the next thing we knew, we had the whole pack of them chasing
after us.

Nhwng téi khdng dé y, va quén méat di sang dwdng khi chiing t6i dén gan ché rirng cla
may da nhéc nha Mingo, vi thé diéu ching téi biét dwoc, ching téi bi ching dudi theo
phia sau.

We finally lost them when we got to the bottom of our street but when Fregley gave my
bag back it was practically EMPTY.

Cudi cung chung t6i da thoat khdi chung khi ca hai dira dén cubi dwdng, nhung luc
Fregley dwa t6i cai cap, thi n6 RONG KHONG.

| asked Fregley what happened to all my books, and he said he threw them out when
the Mingo kids were chasing us. | asked him why he'd gone and done that and he said
he was hoping they'd stop and READ them.

To6i da hoi Fregley la cé chuyén gi xay ra v&i sach cua toi, va né bao né da ném ching
ra khi may da nhéc nha Mingo dudi theo ching toi. Toi héi tai sao né lai lam nhw vay
va né bao rang né hi vong bon dé dirng lai va DOC sb sach do.

Dich b&i Trinh Minh Phuwong

Link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10DuCTtrFIRzdy9K3nwBtT6rwIHZT7VfuwbCCktak
tY/edit?usp=sharing
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So day one was a little bit of a disaster. But Fregley’s gonna be a long-term project and
I'd better prepare myself for some bumps along the way.

Vi vay, ngg‘ly dau tién la mét chut jthém hoa. Nhuwng Fregley sé la mét dy an dai han va
t6i sé chuan bij tét hon cho mét s6 va cham trén duwdng di.

Thursday
Th nam

This morning me and Fregley were supposed to walk to school together, but at 8:30 he
still hadn't shown up in my house. So | went over to his place and knocked on the front
door.

$éng nay toi va ,Fregley dwoc cho 1a di bo dén trwdong pUng Nnhau, nhu’pg luc 8:30 cau
ay van chwa xuat hién trong nha téi. Vi vay, t6i da di dén cho cla cau ay va gob clra
trwérce.

Nobody answered, and | was about to just head to school by myself when | heard some
noises inside like a bowling ball falling down the stairs. Then the front door opened, and
Fregley was standing there.

Khong ai tra 10, va toi chuan bj di hoc mét minh khi nghe thay mét s6 tiéng dong bén
trong giong nhw qua béng bowling roi xuong cau thang. RoOi ctra trwdc mé ra, va
Fregley dang dung do.

Fregley told me that when he was getting dressed he accidentally put his shirt on upside
down and got stuck. That meant it was up to me to untangle him.

Fregley ndi voi toi rang khi cau 4y mac do, cau ay vo tinh m&c &o ctia minh 16n nguoc
va bi ket. Diéu dé cé nghia la tdéi phai g& roi cho cau ay.

At first | was a little irritated, but then | realized this was just the kind of thing other
people might find funny.

Luc déu‘ t6i hoi bwc boi, nhuwng sau dé t6i nhan ra day chi 1a thir ma ngwdi khac cé thé
thay budn cudi.

So at lunch | brought Fregley over to one of the girls tables and had him do the thing
with his shirt again.



Vi vay, vao bira an trwa, tdi mang Fregley dén mét trong nhivng ban choi clia cac co gai
va cau ay da lam diéu doé véi ao ciia minh mét lan niva.

Unfortunately, we must have picked the wrong table because not one of the girls even
let out a chuckle.

That khéng may, chung téi da chon ban sai vi khong mét cb gai nao tham chi 16 ra mot
tieng cuwdi tham.

| asked Fregley if he knew any jokes, but he said he didn't. Then | asked him if he knew
how to do any tricks, and he pulled out a piece of bubble gum.

Toi héi Fregley néu cau biét bat ky cau chuyén cuoi ndo, nhung cau ay ndi cau ay
lghc“)ng biét. Sau dé,rtéi héi cau ta néu cau ta biét cach lam bat ky tha thuat nao, va cau
ay da rut ra mét miéng keo cao su bong béng.

Fregley took off his shirt and put gum in his belly button | didn't know where this was
going, so | took a few steps back. And then, no lie, he started chewing it.

Fregley c&i 4o ctia minh va dat keo cao su trong rén ciia minh Tai khéng biét viéc nay
sé di dén dau, vi vay toi da lui lai vai buwdc. Va roi, khédng ndi doi, cau ta bat dau nhai
no.

| don't know if any of the girls were impressed, but | definitely was. Then Fregley said he
was gonna blow a bubble, which was something | had to see.

Toi khong biét liéu co bat ky co gai nao &n twong hay khdng, nhung t6i chéc chén 12
vay. Sau do Fregley no6i cau ta sé thoi bong bong, do la th téi phai xem.

But | should’ve known it's not physically possible to blow a bubble with your belly button.
Nhwng téi nén biét nd khéng thé thdi bong béng bang cai rén cda ban.

Word about Fregley's talent got around the cafeteria quick, and for the rest of the lunch
period almost every boy in our class was at our table wanting to see what else Fregley
could chew.

Tin dn vé tai nang cﬁq Fregley lan ra nha an nhanh chéng, va trong khoang th&i gian
cc‘)nrlai cua bira trwwa, hau nhw moi cau bé trong I&p chung téi déu & ban clia chung toi
mudn xem Fregley c6 thé nhai cai gi khac.

In fact, it got so crowded there wasn't even a place for me to sit.

Trong thuc t&, n6é da qua déng duc & doé tham chi khéng cé chd cho t6i ngbi.



So while Fregley was enjoying his moment in the spotlight, | was eating my lunch out in
the hallway.

Vi vay, trong khi Fregley dang thudng thirc thdi khac tda sang cia minh, t6i dang &n
tria & ngoai hanh lang.

This just goes to show that no matter how nice you are to some people, they'll turn their
back on you the second they get the chance.

Diéu nay chi cho thdy rang du ban c6 tét dén mrc nao véi mét sbé ngudi, ho sé quay
lwng lai v&i ban vao giay phut ma ho c6 co héi.

Friday
Th sau
With everything that's been going on at school, I've really been looking forward to spring

break. | think you're having a week to myself will be exactly what the doctor ordered.

V&i té’g cé moi thir dang dién ra ¢ trrong, t6i thwre sy mong chd dwoc nghi xuan. Toi
nght rang ban dang c6 mét tuan dé ban than minh sé& dwoc chinh xac nhirng gi bac si
da yéu cau.

But tonight my plan for a stress-free week went out the window. When Dad asked Mom
what we're doing for Easter this year, she said her family is coming to town.

Nhung t6i nay ké hoach cua t6i cho mét tuan khong céng thang da bién mat. Khi bo hoi
me nhirng gi chung ta dang lam cho I€é Phuc sinh nam nay, ba ay ndi gia dinh ba dang
dén thij tran.

| was totally blindsided by that news, and | could tell Dad felt the same way.

T6i hoan toan bj b4t ngd badi tin tirc d6, va téi cé thé néi rang bd cling cdm thay nhw
vay.

Mom never tells us when her family is coming to visit, because she knows if she gives
us too much advance warning we'll make a run for it.

Me khong bao gi®' néi v&i chiing téi khi gia dinh ba ay dén tham, béi vi ba ay biét néu
bé’ ay cho chung t6i qua nhiéu canh bao trudc, chung téi sé thwe hién mét cudc chay
tron cho no.

Most of the relatives on Mom's side of the family live pretty far away, so we don't see
them that often I'm okay with that because whenever we do see them, | need plenty of
time to recover.



Hau hét nhirng nguoi than trong gia dinh clia me déu song kha xa, vi véy ching toi
khéng thay ho thwong xuyép t6i on voi dieu do b&i vi bat c&r khi nao chung téi gap ho,
t6i can rat nhiéu thoi gian dé hoi phuc.

I'm sure most families have their issues, but it seems like when it comes to Mom's side,
there's just a lot of extra drama.

T6i chac rang hau hét cac gia dinh déu c6 van dé cda ho, nhung cé vé nhw khi néi vé
phia me, chi c6 rat nhiéu kich tinh.

Mom has four sisters, and they're so different from one another that it's kind of amazing
they grew up under the same roof.

Me c6 bdn chi em, va ho khac nhau v&i nhau dén ndi né that tuyét voi ma ho I&n [én
dwéi cung mét mai nha.

Mom's oldest sister is Aunt Cakey who isn't married and doesn't have any children. And
that's probably a good thing, because it's pretty obvious she doesn't like kids.

Chi gai clia me la bac Cakey, nguoi chwa két hon va khong co con. Va do co thé 1a mot
dieu tot, bdi vi né kha ro rang bac ay khéng thich tré em.

One time when | was little, Aunt Cakey came to stay with us, and Mom went out for a
few hours and left me behind with her. But | don't think Aunt Cakey had ever been alone
with a kid before, and she seemed on edge the whole time.

M6t 1an khi toi con nhé, bac Cakey da & lai v&i chung toi, va me di ra ngoai mét vai gio
va bé téi lai v&i bac ay. Nhuwng t6i khong nght bac Cakey da tlrng ¢ mot minh véi mét
dlra tré trwédc day, va bac ay dwong nhw luén & bén canh.

| guess she thought | was gonna break something, so the first thing she did was put
everything that was fragile out of reach. Then she just stood there and watched me to
make sure | didn't touch anything.

To6i dodn bac &y nght rang t6i sé pha v& mét cai gi do, vi vay diéu dau tién bac ay lam
la dat tat ca moi thir dé v& ra khoi tam véi. Sau do, bac ay chi dirng d6 va quan sat toi
dé chac chan rang t6i khbng cham vao bat cw th gi.

After about an hour, Aunt Cakey said it was time for me to take a nap. | tried to tell her |
didn't really take naps anymore, but she said it's rude to talk back to an adult.

Sau khoang mét giv, bac Cakey néi da dén Iuc toi ngl trwa. Toi da co géng noi voi bac
ay rang t6i khdng thwc sy ngu trwa niva, nhwng bac ay noi that tho 16 khi cai lai mot
nguwoi Ién.



Aunt Cakey said she'd be downstairs in the laundry room ironing and she'd come wake
me up in a few hours.

Bac Cakey néi bac ay sé& xudng ciu thang trong phong giat Gi va bac sé danh thirc toi
day trong vai gi& nira.

Then she turned out the light, but just before she shut the door she said “Whatever you
do, don't go downstairs and touch the iron.”

Roi bac ay bat dén, nhung ngay trwdc khi cd dong cira, bac &y néi "Du ban lam gi,
dirng di xudng cau thang va cham vao ban la."

The idea of touching the iron never would’ve entered my mind, but once Aunt Cakey put
it in my head, | couldn't stop thinking about it. So a half hour later | snuck downstairs like
| was on some kind of stealth mission.

Y twéng cham vao ban la khong bao gio roi vao tam tri t6i, nhwng mot khi bac Cakey
dat n6 vao dau t6i, tdi khdng thé ngirng suy nght vé no. Vi vay, mét nira gi® sau do toi
lén xubng cau thang nhw t6i dang & trén mot sé nhiém vu én 1Gt.

Aunt Cakey was in the family room watching television, and | had to go past her to get
into the laundry room.

Bac Cakey dang & trong phong gia dinh xem tivi, va t6i phai di ngang qua bac 4y dé
vao phong giat.

Once | was in, | pulled out the little stool Mom uses to reach high places, and pressed
my whole hand on the iron.

Khi t6i bwéc vao, toi rit ra chiéc ghé nhé ma me str dung dé véi téi nhirng noi cao, va
an toan bo ban tay cla toi 1&n ban 3.

Dich bé&i HuongLy Nguyen

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16zAKi3UBccbu_DmYEiMDubo4VXWH2lLamo_S
H3iRa0L4/edit?usp=sharing
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Don't ask me what | was thinking. | ended up with a second-degree burn, and Mom's
never trusted Aunt Cakey to babysit again, which I'm sure is just fine with her.

DPurng héi tdi dang nght cai gi. Toi két thuc véai mot vét bdng cap dd hai, va me t6i sé
khéng bao gi® tin twéng dé di Cakey git tré 1an niva, diéu ma t6i chac chan sé tot voi
cO ay.

Mom's youngest sister is Aunt Gretchen, and she's the complete opposite of Aunt
Cakey.

Ngw&i em gai tré nhat clia me 1a di Gretchen, va di 4y thi hoan toan trai nguoc véi di
Cakey.

Aunt Gretchen has twin boys named Melvin and Malcolm, who are totally wild.
Di Gretchen c6 hai cau con trai song sinh tén Ia Melvin va Malcolm, ngw®i ma hoan
toan hoang dai.

In fact they're so out of control, Aunt Gretchen used to keep them on child leashes.
Thuc ra chung khong kiém soat dworc, di Gretchen d3 tirng gilr ching lai bang soi day
xich con.

One time when Aunt Gretchen and her kids visited, they brought their PETS with them.
Mét lan khi di Gretchen va nhirng dira con cta di &y ghé thdm, ho mang theo nhirng
con thu cwng cung v&i ho.

So it was like a zoo in our house.
Vi vay nha t6i trong nhw la mét sé& thu vay.

Aunt Gretchen took off for a few days to go sightseeing, and we had to take care of her
kids and her animals.

Di Gretchen nghi ngoi vai ngay dé di ngdm canh, va chung t6i phai cham séc cho
nhirng dlra tré va nhirng con tha cwng cua di.

It got totally out of hand when her rabbit gave birth to a litter of bunnies two days before
she got back.

Diéu nay hoan toan vuwot ngoai tam kiém soat khi ma con thé ctia di &y sinh mét Ira thd
hai ngay truwéc khi di 8y tré ve.

Dad wasn't too happy about the situation, because Aunt Gretchen had told us her rabbit
was a boy.



Bb da khong qué vui vé vé tinh hudng dé, bi vi di Gretchen néi v&i ching tdi rang con
thd cua di Ay 1a gibng dwec.

| can deal with aunt Gretchen's pets but her sons are a whole other matter.
T6i c6 thé gidi quyét véi nhivng con thu cung cta di Gretchen nhung nhivng dira con
trai ctia di 1a ca mot van dé khac.

On that same visit, Melvin and Malcolm played a game of catch in our driveway with a
rock or a piece of concrete or something.

Ciing trong lan ghé tham dé, Melvin va Malcolm choi trd ndm- bat véi mét hon da hoac
moét manh bé téng hay mét thir gi d6 trong dwdng lai xe clia chung toi.

| admit I've done some dumb things in my life but | don't think I've ever done anything as
stupid as that.

Téi thira nhan rang t6i da lam nhirng viéc dan don trong cudc séng cda téi nhwng toi
khéng nghi rang t6i vira lam mét viéc ngu ngdc nhw thé.

Before you knew it, mom had taken Melvin to the emergency room to get stitches in his
forehead, and we were responsible for Malcolm.

Trwée khi toi biét diéu d6, me t6i da phai dwa Melvin dén phong cip ctru dé khau vét
thwong trén dau anh Ay, va chung t6i thi chiu trach nhiém vé Malcolm.

While mom was gone, Malcolm's somehow managed to get ahold of Dad's shaving Kkit,

and by the time we found him there was nothing anybody could do about his bald head.
Khi me téi di, Malcolm dang xoay s& dé bang cach nao dé da lay duoc bd dao cao cla
bd t6i, va trwdc khi ching téi tim thay anh 4y thi & d6 khoéng ai cé thé 1am gi véi cai dau
héi ctia anh Ay.

Dad said if Aunt Gretchen and her boys are staying with us this time around, he's gonna
get a hotel room for himself.

Bé t6i noi rang néu di Gretchen va nhirng cau con trai cla di 4y dy dinh & v&i chang toi
lan nay thi 6ng 4y sé thué mot phong khach san cho 6ng Ay.

But mom said we're family and family should be together.
Nhwng me tai néi la chang t6i la mét gia dinh va gia dinh thi nén séng cluing nhau.

I'll tell you one person who won't be coming to Easter, though, and that's aunt Veronica.
Téi s& ndi véi ban vé mdt ngudi, ngwdi ma sé khéng dén 1& Phuc Sinh, mac du, va do
la di Veronica.



She hasn't been to a family event in something like five years, or at least not in person.
C6 4y chwa bao gi®r dén cac sw kién cla gia dinh nhw vay khoang 5 ndm rdi, hoac it
nhét 14 khéng dich than dén.

| think being with the family stresses her out, so whenever there's a big gathering, she
makes her appearance by video conference.

T6i nghi 1a do gia dinh lam cd 4y ap lwc, vi vay bat civ khi nao c6 budi tu hop 1&n, co ay
thwdng thuwéng xuat hién bang cach goi video.

In fact, | don't think I've seen her in the flesh since | was three or four.
Thuc té 13, t6i khéng nght 14 t6i tirng gép c6 Ay truc tiép ké tw khi t6i 3 hay 4 tudi.

One summer we all got together for an outdoor wedding.

M6t mua hé, tat ca chung t6i td chire dam cwdi ngoai troi.

The ceremony lasted something like two hours and it was really hot, and | could tell she
was playing games on her computer the whole time.

Budi 1& kéo dai khodng hai gi® va troi that sw rat nong, va t6i cé thé néi la co Ay choi trd
choi dién tl trén may tinh clia minh trong subt tdi thoi gian y.

The only aunt | haven't talked about yet is Aunt Audra.
Nguwdi di duy nhat ma t6i chwa t6i gioy ndi chuyén dé la di Audra.

She's one of those people who believe in crystal balls and horoscopes and all that, and
she doesn't do anything without talking to her psychic.

C6 4y la mot trong sb nhirng ngudi tin vao qua ciu pha I& va 1a sb t&r vi va cd 4y khong
lam bt ci diéu gi ngoai viéc néi vé tam linh cla cd ay.

| know this firsthand because | stayed with her for two weeks a few summers back.
Toi biét truc tiép diéu doé vi toi da & vai di &y khodng hai tuan trong vai mua hé tré lai.

She actually asks for advice such as “should | clean my bathtub or wait one more week,
wait one more week, right?”

C6 &y that sw yéu cau cho |&i khuy&n nhw “Téi nén lam sach bén tdm cla téi hay doi
mot tudn niva, doi mot tudn niva phai khong?”

When mom found out Aunt Audra took me along to her psychic appointments, she
wasn't happy.



Khi me t6i biét di Audra dwa téi di cung di &y dén nhirng cudc hen thudc vé tam linh, ba
4y da khong vui.

Mom said all that fortune-telling stuff was just a bunch of “hocus pocus” and that and
Audra was wasting her money.

Me tdi néi la tt ca nhirng trd béi toan doé chi la mét nhém trd Iva phinh va Audra dang
lang phi tién caa di Ay.

But | had a feeling mom would say something like that because Aunt Audra psychic had
once told me a dark-haired woman will try to plant a seed of doubt in your mind.

Nhwng t&i cdm nhan la me tdi s& noi vai diéu nhw vay bdi vi tam linh di Audra da tirng
ndi v&i tdi rang mot nguwdi phu niv téc den sé gieo nhirng hoai nghi vao trong tam tri clia
ban.

| don't know what kind of training you need to become a psychic, but if there's not too
much work involved, then | could totally see that as a career path for me.

T6i khong biét loai dao tao nao ban can dé tré thanh nha tam linh, nhwng néu khéng cé
qua nhiéu céng viéc lién quan, thi sau d6 t6i hoan toan co6 thé xem d6 nhw la con
dwdng sy nghiép cho toi.

You will be betrayed by a person with an A in his name.

Ban sé& bj phan bdi b&i moét nguwdi cé tén bat dau bang chi A.
My dad?

Bb toi w?

Hey, you said it, pal,not me.

Nay, ban néi diéu do, chir khéng phai t6i.

I'm kind of surprised mom feels that way about fortune-telling and all that, because
she's the one who's always saying grandma has ESP.

Téi kha ngac nhién khi me t6i cAm nhan nhw vay vé boi toan va tat ca diéu do, bdi vi
me t6i 1a ngudi ludn néi rang ba co ESP.

| don't know if that's true or not, but if it is then Grandma's not using her powers to their
full potential.

Téi khong biét liéu diéu do cé dung hay khéng, nhwng néu co thi ba da khéng st dung
strc manh cia minh dé cé da tiém nang cla ho.

Once | asked her: “so, grandma what do you think the lottery numbers will be tonight?”.
M6t 1an tdi héi cd 4y: “ Vi vay, ba nghi con sb x6 sb ndo sé ra tdi nay?”.



This is what she's said “I'm not sure, but | “predict” you're going to enjoy these cookies!”
Day la diéu c6 4y noi “Toi khéng chéc, nhung t6i “doan” ban sé thich nhirng chiéc banh
nay!”.

To be honest with you, | don't know how much | believe in that type of stuff myself.
Tha that véi ban, tdi khéng biét t6i tin bao nhiéu vao nhirng diéu ngd ngan nay.

All | can say is that none of it has helped me any.
Tét ca diéu t6i co thé noi d6 la khéng ai trong sb d6 da giup toi ca.

When | was 8, we went on a family camping trip and stopped at a store that sold all
sorts of souvenirs and trinkets.

Khi t6i 8 tudi, chung t6i cé6 mét chuyén di cdm trai gia dinh va dirng lai tai mét clra hang
ban nhiéu loai qua lwu niém va trang strc.

Dad gave me three dollars to spend, and | used it all to buy a rabbit's foot, which was
supposed to bring me good luck.

B t6i da cho t6i 3 do la dé chi tiéu, va toi da st dung tat ca sé tién do d& mua chan tho,
cai ma sé mang lai may man cho ti.

But on that trip | got food poisoning and sprained my ankle.
Nhwng trong chuyén di d6 t6i bj ngd doc thirc &n va bong gan mat ca chan cua toi.

So | got rid of the rabbit's foot the first chance | got.
Vi vay téi da b cai chan thé dé trong co hdi dau tién tdi nhan duorc.

It's just as well, because | was uncomfortable carrying that thing around anyway.

Diéu d6 ciling tbt bi vi t6i khéng thodi mai khi mang theo theo th&r gi d6 xung quanh
minh

| realized that if | ended up winning the lottery or something because of my rabbit's foot,
| wouldn't really be able to enjoy it thinking of the three-legged rabbit out there
somewhere.

Téi nhan ra rang néu téi tring s hodc thr gi 6 nhé vao chan thé cla t6i, t6i sé khdéng
that sw cé thé thich tha khi nght vé chu thd ba chan & dau do.

Whenever dad leaves the newspaper out on the kitchen table, | always read my
horoscope. but there's never any information in it | can actually use.



Bét ctr khi nao b t6i dé quén t& bao trén ban nha bép, ti ludn doc vé t&r vi cla toi
nhwng & d6 khdng cé bat ky théng tin nao ma t6i that sw cé thé dung dworc.

When Saturn aligns with Jupiter, beware a stranger who carries ill tidings.Meanwhile a
person you once carried a flame for now admires you from afar. Your lucky numbers are
12457 and 126.

Khi sao Thé lién két véi sao Moc hay can than mot ngwdi la mang theo nhirng tin x4u.
Trong khi d& mét ngwdi ma ban tirng mang ngon Itra bay gid dang ngwdng mo ban tor
xa. Nhirng con sé may man clabanla12457 va 126.

And fortune cookies are even more worthless.
Va mét vai chiéc banh quy may man tham chi con vé gia tri hon.

We used to go to the Chinese restaurant in the center of town on Christmas Eve, and |
was always excited to open my cookie to see what the future held for me.

Chung t6i da tirng di dén nha hang Trung Quéc & trung tam thanh phé vao |1& Giang
Sinh, va toi da rat phan khich d& mé cai banh quy cta t6i d& xem diéu ma twong lai d&t
ra cho toi.

But here's the fortune | got the last time | was there.
Nhwng day la van may tdi c6 1an cubi cung téi & dé.
You will buy some new pants.

Ban s& mua vai cai quan dai mai.

| mean, whoever wrote that one wasn't even trying.
Y t6i la, bat ctr ai viét diéu d6 tham chi con khéng cb gang.

Dich b&i Nguyen Le Hai

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17y6dEtJuK45RkhM5Bd7iCJLg0G87IVNV8t4tGA|
XIXg/edit?usp=sharing
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See, what | need is something that actually tells me what to do, so | don't have to guess.
Up to this point, I've been making all my own decisions, and I'm not super happy with
the results.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/17y6dEtJuK45RkhM5Bd7iCJLg0G87lVNV8t4tGAjXIXg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17y6dEtJuK45RkhM5Bd7iCJLg0G87lVNV8t4tGAjXIXg/edit?usp=sharing

Hay xem, nhirng gi téi cé’n la cai g"l dé thwe sy ndi cho toi biét phai lam gi, vi vay toi
khong phai doan. Tinh dén thoi dieém nay, t6i da dua ra tat ca cac quyét dinh cla riéng
minh va t6i khéng hai long véi ket qua.

Wednesday
Tho tw

| actually used to look forward to when Mom's family came to town, because it was a
good way for me to make some cash.

Toi thwe sy da tirng mong doi khi gia dinh cia me dén thi tran, bi vi dé 1a mot cach tét
dé toi kiém tién.

One year | was drawing pictures at the kitchen table, and Mom told me | should try
selling my drawings to the family.

M6t ndm téi dang vé tranh & ban bép, va me bao t6i nén thr ban nhirng blrc vé cla
minh cho gia dinh.

It actually worked out great. I'd draw a picture of a house or a turtle, and turn around
and sell it to someone in the family for five bucks.

N6 thwc sw hoat dong rat tuyét. Téi vé mot bire tranh vé mot ngdi nha hodc mot con
rua, va quay lai va ban né cho mét ngwdi nao do trong gia dinh v&i gia nam do la.

In the weeks leading up to a big family holiday, | draw as fast as | could so | had a big
stockpile when my relatives arrived. One Thanksgiving | drew so many pictures that |
made eighty dollars.

Trong nhirng tuan I& dan dén mot ky nghi gia dinh Ion, t6i vé nhanh nhat c6 thé dé toi
c6 mét kho dw trlr I&n khi ngwoi than cla té6i dén. Mét Lé Ta on t6i da vé rat nhiéu birc
tranh nén tdi da kiém dwoc tam muwoi do la.

In fact, it was so easy to turn my art into cash that | thought that's how it was gonna be
for the rest of my life.

Trong thuc té,~ that dé dang ,dé bién nghé thuat cua téi thanh tién mat ma téi nght do 1a
cach no sé dién ra trong sudt quang doi con lai cua toéi.

But once | got a little older, the same relatives who were snapping up my drawings
when | was little weren't as quick to pull out their wallets.



Nhwng mét khi téi I&n hon mét chat, nhirng ngwéi than da chup nhirng birc vé cua toi
khi t6i con nhé khéng nhanh chéng ruat vi ctia ho ra nira.

And I'm still not sure if it's because | went back to the same people too many times or
because | doubled my prices.

Va t6i van khong chac liéu d6 co phai la vi toi da trd lai cing mot ngwoi qua nhiéu lan
hay vi t6i da tang gap doi gia cia minh.

But when Manny started selling his drawings, all of a sudden my relatives were like
human ATM machines.

Nhung khi Manny bat dau ban ban vé clia minh, tat ca cac ngwdi than cla toi dot nhién
giong nhw may ATM con nguoi.

Let me just say this: When | draw a picture, | put a lot of time and effort into it. But
Manny scribbles out fifteen drawings in a minute, and don't even ask me what half of
them are supposed to be.

Hay dé toi néi diéu nay: Khi tdi vé mét birc tranh, toi danh rat nhiéu thdi gian va cong
strc vao no. Nhwng Manny vé nguéch ngoac mw&i lam ban vé trong mét phut, va dirng
hai t6i mot nira trong sd ching dwoc cho la gi.

This all just goes to show that some people have no taste when it comes to art.

Diéu nay tat ca chi dé cho thay rang moét s6 ngudi khéng cé sw thwdng thire khi néi dén
nghé thuat.

Thursday

Th& nam

We're having Easter at Gramma's house again this year which kind of stinks because
Gramma's house isn't very kid-friendly. The only thing she has that's even close to a toy
over there is this stuffed elephant called Ellie.

Chung téi dang c6 1& Phuc sinh tai nha cla ba ngi mot lan niva trong nam nay ma no
kha la kho chiu vi nha ba néi khdng phai la rat than thién voi tré em. Dieu duy nhat ba
c6 ma gan giong v&i mét mén do choi & do la cha voi nhoi béng tén la Ellie.

Gramma bought Ellie is a chew toy for our old dog, Sweetie, who lives with her now.

Ba ndi mua Ellie 1a db choi nhai cho chi ché gia cla chung t6i, Sweetie, hién dang
song voi ba.



But Sweetie tore off Ellie's trunk, ears, and legs on the first day he had it. So now you
can't even tell it's supposed to be an elephant.

Nhuwng Sweetie xé toac than, tai va chan cda Ellie vao ngay dau tién chd ta c6 né. Vi
vay, bay gi® ban tham chi khéng thé noi né dwoc coi la mét con voi.

If you're a kid, that's all you've got for entertainment at Gramma's house. And there's
only so much fun you can have with a stuffed bowling pin.

Néu ban la mét dira tré, do 13 tat ca nhirng gi ban cé dé gidi tri tai nha cGa ba noi. Va
chi c6 rat nhiéu niém vui ban cé thé c6 véi moét pin bowling nhoi bong.

It wouldn't be so boring at Gramma's if Sweetie could still play like he used to. But
Gramma has fed him so much dog food and table scraps that at this point he's basically
a beach ball with legs.

N6 s& khéng qua nham chan khi & nha ba ndi néu Sweetie van co thé choi nhw chu ta
trng lam. Nhwng ba ndi da cho chu an qua nhiéu thtrc an cho ché va thirc an thira vao
thoi diém nay, vé co ban chu ta la mét qua bong bai bién véi dbi chan.

Plus, Gramma dresses him up like a little person now, so | think he's just really
depressed.

Thém vao do, ba néi mac cho chu ta nhw mét ngwdi nhd bé, nén téi nghi cha thue sw
chan nan.

Every once in a while when we have dinner over at Gramma's, we try and have a little
fun with Sweetie anyway.

Thinh thoang, khi chang toi &n tdi tai nha ba ndi, chung téi cb gang va vui vé voi
Sweetie.

One night we found out that if you sneak up behind him when he's sleeping and make a
raspberry sound with your lips, his ears perk up.

Mot dém no, ching tdi phat hién ra rdng néu ban I&n ra sau lwng khi chu ta ng va tao
ra mot tieng bat moi v&i déi moi cta ban, déi tai cua chu ta sé bi dao 16n.

Then Sweetie sniffs his rear end for the next five minutes and goes back to sleep.

Sau do Sweetie nguvi phan phia sau clia chi trong ndm phut tiép theo va quay tré lai
giac ngu.

Me and Rodrick do that over and over, and Sweetie has the exact same reaction every
single time. But one night when dad gave it a try, it totally backfired.



T6i va Rodrick lam diéu do lap di lap lai, va Sweetie c6 phan (rng chinh xéac gibng nhau
moi lan. Nhwng mét dém no khi bo thir nd, né hoan toan bi phan tac dung.

Even though Gramma's house is boring, Easter actually used to be pretty fun. When
Great Granny Meemaw was still alive, we'd always have a big Easter egg hunt at
Gramma's.

Mac du nha ctia ba ndi nham chan, nhwng 1& Phuc sinh thwe sw rat tha vi. Khi ba cb
Meemaw van con song, chung téi luén cé mét cudc san trirng Phuc sinh I&n tai nha ba
noi.

Meemaw was Gramma's mom. No disrespect to Meemaw or anything, but if | ever have
grandkids, I'm gonna be the one who chooses what they call me, not them.

Meemaw |a me clia ba ndi. Khéng phai vo 1& Meemaw hay bét ctv diéu gi, nhwng néu
t6i c6 nhirng dra chau, t6i s€ la nguwoi chon nhirng gi ho goi cho t6i, chir khdng phai
ho.

And I'm gonna go with something basic like “Grandpa” or “Granddad” because | don't
want to end up getting stuck with some goofy nickname for the rest of my life.

Va t,c“)i s§ di v&i m(f)t,céi gi do co bér] nhw "Grandp’a" hoég "Granddagj" b&i vi toi khong
muon két thac bi mac ket véi mét so biét danh ngdoc nghéch cho phan con lai cia cubc
doi toi.

I'm sure my great grandfather wishes he could change his name, but he's about
ninety-three years old, so there's really no point now.

Téi chéc rang 6ng cb clia téi mudn éng co thé déi tén, nhwng 6ng da chin mwoi ba tudi,
nén gio thwe sy khéng cé y nghia gi.

Anyway, Meemaw was in charge of putting prizes in the plastic eggs for the Easter egg
hunt. She'd stuffed them with things like candy and change, but every so often she'd
drop in a five-dollar bill.

Du sao, Meemaw chiu trach nhiém dwa giai thwdng vao trirng nhwa cho cudc san trirng
Phuc sinh. Ba da nhoi nhét ching véi nhirng th&r nhw keo va tién 1é, nhwng méi l1an ba
thwdng roi vao moét to nam doé la.

Then she'd hide the eggs inside Gramma's house and in her backyard.
R6i ba gidu nhirng qua trirng bén trong nha ctia ba nodi va & san sau cla ba.

Dich b&i HuongLy Nguyen
Link:



https://docs.google.com/document/d/14LJe4cYhkvzaddHDr7F9wqgyhOQuxnQOb4A0bkD
plwiw/edit?usp=sharing
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After Easter brunch, all of us kids would go to Gramma's backyard and get ready to fill
up our baskets with as many eggs as we could find.

Sau bira Phuc Sinh gitra budi, tat ca I tré ching t6i sé& ra san sau ciia nha ba noi va
san sang dé nhat nhiéu trirng nhat co6 thé dé 1am day gid cta minh.

Meemaw used to overdo it with the eggs, though, and hide way more than she needed
to. In fact, I'll bet you could go out in Gramma's backyard right now and still find enough
to fill up a basket.

Tuy nhién, cu Meemaw thuwdng cho nhiéu trieng hon mirc can thiét. Thuce té, tdi dam ca
la ban c6 thé di ra san sau cGia nha ba ndi tdi ngay bay gi® va van con tim thdy dwoc
trirng A0 d& day mét cai gid niva.

Sometimes I'll find an egg at Gramma's in a cabinet or stuffed between the couch
cushions. A few weeks ago Gramma's toilet wasn't working, and Dad found a pink
plastic egg in the water tank that had probably been bobbing around in there for years.
Thinh thoang, t6i tim thAy mét qua trirng trong td kéo clia ba ndi hodc gitra cac dém
ghé. Mét vai tuan trwde, nha vé sinh cha ba ndi da bij téc, va bb téi tim thady mét qua
triPng nhwa mau hong trong bé nwéc cé 18 da bap bénh trong d6 nhiéu nam roi.

When Meemaw got older she wasn't as sharp as she used to be, and she started
putting strange things in the plastic eggs for prizes.

Khi cu Meemaw gia di, cu khéng cdn minh man nhw trwédc day, va cu bat dau dat
nhirng tht ky la vao nhitng qua trirng nhwa dé nhan giai thuéng.

One year | found a green bean, a bottle cap, and a paper clip in my eggs. That was the
same year Manny found dental floss in one of his.

M6t ndm no, t6i tim thay dau xanh, nép chai va mét cai kep gidy trong nhirng qua trirng.
Do cling la nd&m ma Manny tim thay chi nha khoa & mét trong nhirng qua trirng clia no.
And | can tell you from experience that a used tissue sounds exactly the same as a
five-dollar bill when it's inside a plastic egg.

The last Easter egg hunt we had was the year Meemaw passed away. At her funeral,
Mom realized Meemaw wasn't wearing her diamond wedding ring.

Va theo kinh nghiém ctia minh téi cé thé noi véi ban rang mét cai khan gidy nghe cé vé
giébng hét nhu mét héa don ndm dé la & trong mot qua trieng nhwa. Cudc san trirng
Phuc sinh cudi cung ma chung t6i lam la ndm cu Meemaw qua doi. Tai dam tang cla
cu, me téi thdy cu Meemaw khong deo chiéc nhan cudi kim cwong niva.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/14LJe4cYhkvzaJdHDr7F9wqqyh0uxnQOb4A0bkDp1w1w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14LJe4cYhkvzaJdHDr7F9wqqyh0uxnQOb4A0bkDp1w1w/edit?usp=sharing

Everybody was all in a panic because that ring had been in the family for three
generations, and apparently it was worth a lot of money.

Moi ngu®i déu hodng hét vi chiéc nhan d6 da dworc truyén lai trong gia dinh qua ba thé
hé, va rd rang no6 dang gia rat nhiéu tién.

After the funeral the family went to the rest home where Meemaw and Peepaw lived
and turned the place upside down, but they couldn't find the ring anywhere.

Sau dam tang, gia dinh tr& lai noi cu Meemaw va Peepaw séng va luc tung moi ngéc
ngach trong nha, nhwng ho khéng thé tim thay chiéc nhan & dau ca.

It got pretty ugly after that. Great Aunt Beatrice accused her sister, Great Aunt Martha,
of pocketing the ring for herself. Then Aunt Gretchen said Meemaw promised her the
ring, so if anybody found it, they needed to hand it over.

Tinh hinh sau do kha téi té. Ba thim Beatrice céo buéc tdi chi gai ba, ba thim Martha, da
danh cap chiéc nhan lam cua riéng. Sau dé, ba thim Gretchen néi cu Meemaw hra
la @& lai chiéc nhan cho ba 4y, vi vay néu cé ai tim thay né thi phai ban giao né lai cho
ba ta.

And before you knew it, the whole family was at each other's throats.

Va trwde khi ban biét diéu d6, ca gia dinh da cai nhau om som.

So that's how things ended the last time we all got together, and it's probably the reason
we haven't been in one place since.

Lan cudi cling chung téi gap nhau da két thic nhw vay day, va do co 1é 1a ly do chung
t6i chwa tirng gap tu hop thém Ian nao niva.

| think the whole ring situation really shook Mom up. She said she hopes no one finds
Meemaw’s ring, because if someone does, it could break up the whole family.

T6éi nght rang viéc chiéc nhan da lam me ti vo clng sbc. Me tdi noi ba &y hy vong
khéng ai tim thay chiéc nhan cla cu Meemaw, b&i vi néu c6 ai dé thay né thi diéu dé co
thé lam tan nat ca gia dinh.

But if that means no more visits from Aunt Gretchen and her kids, | have to say I'm all
for it.

Nhwng néu diéu dé cé nghia la khdng cé nhiéu chuyén viéng thdm tir ba thim Gretchen
va con cai clia ba 4y, t6i phai néi rang téi thwe sw thich diéu dé.

Sunday

When it comes to holidays, I'm more of a Christmas guy than an Easter guy.

Chu nhat

Nhac dén cac ngay |&, toi thich 1& Giang sinh hon I& Phuc sinh.

On Christmas, the second you get home from church, you can just totally unwind.

But on Easter you have to stay in your church clothes the whole day, or at least you do
in my family. Today we went straight from church to Grandma's house, and my tie was
already starting to drive me crazy.



Vao dip Giang sinh, 1n thi hai ban tré vé nha tir nha the, ban hoan toan cé thé c&i bd
|& phuc.

Nhwng vao 1& Phuc sinh, ban phai mac 1& phuc ca ngay, hodc it nhat ban phai méc né
khi & trong gia dinh. H6m nay chung téi da di thdng t» nha the dén nha cla ba ndi, va
viéc phai deo ca vat da bat diu khién téi phat dién.

| was nervous everyone was just gonna pick right back up where they left off after
Meemaw’s funeral, but when we got to Gramma's everyone seemed to have moved
past it.

Téi lo 1dng moi ngudi sé tré lai ngay khi réi khéi dam tang ctia cu Meemaw, nhwng khi
chung t6i dén nha ba ndi, tAt cd moi ngudi dwdng nhw da doi di khai doé.

I've never been that comfortable walking into a room full of relatives. | know | see these
people once or twice a year, but there are so many of them | can't even remember
everyone's name. They all seemed to remember everything about me, though.

Téi chwa bao gi& cdm thay thodi mai khi budc vao mét can phong day anh em ho hang.
Téi biét t6i da gdp nhirng ngudi nay mot hoac hai lan mdt ndm, nhung c6 rat nhiéu
ngudi trong sb ho t6i tham chi con khong thé nhé tén. Mac du vay, tat ca ho dwdng nhw
nhé& moi the vé toi.

“So how did you end up doing on that state capitals test?”

“Vay lam thé ndo chau vwot qua bai kiém tra vé bang chiv cai?” (Mét ngudi ho hang
héi)

| always try to get past the crowd in the front hallway as quickly as possible and find a
place where there aren't as many people.

Téi ludn cb gang vuot ra khdi dam déng & hanh lang phia trwdc cang nhanh cang tt va
tim mét noi khéng ¢é nhiéu ngudi.

Manny’s strategy is to pretend he doesn't speak whenever he's at family gatherings. |
admit I'm a little jealous and wish | had come up with that idea a long time ago.

Chién thuat ctia Manny Ia dé gia v né khdng néi gi bat ct khi ndo né dén cac cudc
hop mat gia dinh. Tai thtra nhan t6i cé chut ghen ty va wéc gi téi nghi ra y twdng do tor
l&u.

“So what have you got there, little Fella?”

“Chau dang lam gi & day, Fella bé nhé?” (mdt ngwoi ba con hoi)

| didn't think many people would show up after the whole diamond ring blow-up, but it
actually seemed more crowded this year.

On top of the aunts and uncles who usually come to these things, a bunch of Mom's
cousins were there, too.

T6i khéng nghi nhiéu ngudi sé xuét hién sau khi chiéc nhan kim cwong bién mét,
nhwng nam nay thwc sw la déng duc hon.

Céc ¢b di chu bac bac trén thwdng dén vao nhirng dip nay, mét loat anh em ho clia me
cling & do.



Her cousin Gerald from California made the trip. Apparently, he lived with my family for
a few months right after | was born, but | wish he didn't have to remind me every time he
sees me..

Gerald: | used to change your diapers!

Ngwdi anh em ho clia me t6i tén 1a Gerald tir California da dén. Thuc ra, cha ay da
sbng va&i gia dinh ti vai thang ngay sau khi t6i sinh ra, nhung tdi wéc gi cha &y khéng
nh&c t6i méi khi chu nhin thay téi.

Gerald: Chu da twng thay ta cho chau!

Mom's cousin Martina was there, too, and she hasn't been to a family gathering since
she struck it rich in Las Vegas.

Nguwdi anh em ho clia me Martina ciing & dé, va di &y da khéng tham gia mét budi hop
mat gia dinh ké tw khi c6 4y tring qua Ié&n & Las Vegas.

The way | heard it, one morning Martina was at the hotel breakfast buffet when she
noticed another room with more food in it.

Theo nhirng gi tdi nghe dwoc, vao mét budi sang Martina dang & tai noi an buffet sang
ctia khach san, khi co 4y dé y thay mét can phong khac cé nhiéu thére &n hon.

But when she made a beeline for the other room, she found out there was no other
room.

It was actually a full-length mirror reflecting the room she was already in.

Nhwng khi di di dén can phong dé, ba ta phat hién ra khéng cé can phong nao khac ca.
N6 thuc sw 1a mét chiéc gwong phan chiéu can phong ba ta dang dirng.

SMASH.

Martina broke her collarbone and sued the hotel, so I'm pretty sure the Porsche parked
in Gramma's driveway was hers.

Martina da bé gay xwong ba vai ctia minh va kién khach san, vi vay téi chéc 1a chiéc
Porsche dau trong bai xe ctia ba néi la cta di 4y.

Uncle Larry was at Gramma's, too. | don't think he's actually related to anyone, but
someone invited him to a family event at some point and he's been showing up ever
since.

Béac Larry ciing & nha ba noi luc dé. Téi khéng nghi bac 4y thuc sw c6 ho hang voi ai
cd, nhung ai d6 da mdi bac 4y dén budi & gia dinh & IGc nao d6 va bac 4y da xuét hién
ké tr luc do.

Dich b&i Hong Van
Link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vjyJWwZf7bTfrndwCQ7pvYelOW_1zIjMP2xiQe0g
_kO/edit?usp=sharing



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vjyJWwZf7bTfrndwCQ7pvYeI0W_1zIjMP2xiQe0g_k0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vjyJWwZf7bTfrndwCQ7pvYeI0W_1zIjMP2xiQe0g_k0/edit?usp=sharing
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Uncle Larry's a great guy and all, but he always parks himself in the best seat in
Gramma's family room and doesn't move until it's time to leave.

Chu Larry la mét nguoi dan 6ng tuyét voi va tat ¢, nhung cha &y chiém chd ngoi tot
nhat trong phong gia dinh cua ba ndi va khéng di chuyén cho dén luc roi di.

Gramma's two sisters both came this year, even though they can't stand each other.
Every Christmas they exchange presents, but | think the only reason they do it is to see
who can come up with a most insulting gift.

Hai chi gai cla ba noi déu dén nam nay, méc di ho khong thé chiu géi nhau. Mbi Giang
sinh ho trao doi qua, nhwng toi nght rang ly do duy nhat ho lam la dé xem ai c6 the dwa
ra mot mén qua xuc pham nhat.

On Easter at Gramma's house you've basically got three choices of how to occupy
yourself: You can sit in the family room and watch golf on TV with the men, go in the
kitchen and talk with the women, or hang out in the basement with all the kids.

Vao dip 1& Phuc Sinh tai nha cta ba ndi, vé co ban ban cé ba Iya chon dé lam minh
ban ron: Ban co theé ngdi trong phong gia dinh va xem gén trén TV v6i nhirng nguoi
dan 6ng, di vao bép va tro chuyén v&i phu nir, hoac di choi trong tang ham véi tat ca
bon tré.

None of those options really works for me, so | always just lock myself in the bathroom
until it's time to eat.

Khéng qé Iwa Chqn nao thuc sy phu hgp voi tdi, vi vay téi ludn ty nhét minh trong
phong tam cho dén khi dén gi& an.

The main event at Easter is brunch. The whole family used to sit at one long table in the
dining room, but now that the family is bigger, it's split between grown-ups and kids. The
grown-ups table is in the dining room, and the kids table is in the kitchen.

Suw kién chinh tai I& Phuc sinh la bira ntra budi. Ca gia dinh thwérng ngdi & mot cai ban
dai trong phong an, nhuwng bay gio gia dinh Ién hon, né dworc tach ra gitra nguoi I6n va
tré em. Ban cho ngudi Ién & trong phong an va ban tré em nam trong bép.

I'm kind of glad we changed things up, because when we all used to sit together, I'd
always end up next to someone who was way more interested in my life than | was.



Toi rat vui vi chiing t6i da thay ddi moi thir, bdi vi khi tat ca chiing t6i da tirng ngoi ciing
nhau, t6i luén két thic bén canh mét ngwdi quan tam dén cudc song clia toéi nhieu hon
toi.

Plus, when we all sat together, Mom would make me eat food | didn't like. She always
wants me to try her potato salad, which | might be willing to do if it wasn't served in the
same bowl she uses when one of us kids has the flu.

Thém vao dé, khi tat ca chung téi ngdi cung nhau, me sé 1am cho t6i &n thirc &n ma toi
khong thich. Ba Ay lubn muén tdi thtr moén salad khoai tay clia minh, ma t6i c6 thé sén

ldng 1am néu n6é khéng dwoc phuc vu trong cling mot cai bat ma ba 4y st dung khi mot
dlra tré trong chung téi bi cam.

| don't like eating in Gramma's dining room anyway because it's way too formal, and |
think it makes everyone act too serious.

Toi kh(f)ng thich an trong phong an cia Gramma bd&i vi né qua trang trong, va t6i nght
no khién moi nguwdi hanh dong qua nghiém tuc.

A few years ago Peepaw had a green bean hanging from his lip for most of brunch.
That was funny enough on its own but when it fell into his glass of water | had to laugh.

M6t vai nam trwoc, Peepaw co mét hat dau xanh dinh & trén moi cho hau hét bira nlra
bubi. Diéu dé that budn cwdi, nhwng khi né roi vao ly nuwdc ti phai bat cudi.

| thought everyone else would laugh, too, but nobody did. Dad shot me a look, and | got
the feeling | should just keep my head down and go back to eating my ham.

Téi nght moi nguwdi khac ciing sé cwdi, nhwng khdng ai lam. B da ban cho tdi mot cai
nhin, va t6i cé cam giac toi chi nén cui dau xudng va quay lai an thit giam boéng cua toi.

Ever since then, whenever something funny happens during a meal in the dining room, |
do everything | can to stop myself from laughing. I'll pinch my inner thigh or bite my lip
real hard, but sometimes even that's not enough.

K& tr do, bat ctr khi ndo mét cai gi d budn cudi xay ra trong mét bira &n trong phong
an, toi lam tat ca moi thi t6i co thé dé ngan ban than minh khdi cuoi. Toi sé véo dui
bén trong cua t6i hoac can chat maéi cta t6éi, nhwng déi khi tham chi dieu dé la khéng
da.

One year, when Peepaw went to blow out the candles on his birthday cake, his
dentures came flying out.

Mt nam, khi Peepaw di théi nén trén chiéc banh sinh nhat clia minh, réng gia cta éng
bay ra.



| strained so hard to keep myself from laughing that | thought | might burst a
blood-vessel or blow out an eyeball or something.

Téi rat cb gang dé gir cho minh khdi cwdi ma téi nghi rang tdi cé thé vé& mach mau
hoac n6 nhan cau hoac mét cai gi do.

Plus, | had just taken a big sip of chocolate milk, and | was trying not to let it dribble onto
my plate.

Thém vao dé, t6i vira udbng mot ngum I&n siva sé-cod-la, va t6i da cd gang khong dé né
nho Ién dia cla toi.

| tried to think of something really sad, but all | could come up with was Sweetie in his
little sweater. Then one thought led to another, and it was just too much for me to take.

Toi da c6 géng nght vé diéu gi d6 thuc sw budn, nhung tat ca nhirng gi t6i co thé nghi
ra la Sweetie trong chiéc ao len nho cua chu ta. Sau do, mét y nght dan dén mot cai
khac, va do la qua nhieu cho toi.

In fact, now that | think of it that incident is probably what led to us kids having our own
table in the kitchen.

Trong thyc té, bay gid' ma toi nght vé no, s c6 d6 co 1€ la nhirng gi dan dén bon tré
chung t6i c6 ban riéng ctia minh trong nha bép.

I'm not sure they figured out who qualifies as a kid and who's an adult, because Uncle
Cecil sits at the grown-ups’ table. | know it might sound like Uncle Cecil as a grown-up,
but he's actually only three or four years old.

T6i khdong chéc‘ho da tim ra ai dwoc danh gié, la mot dra tfé va ai la mét ngudi Ion, bdi
vi chu Cecil ng6i & ban ctia ngwoi Ion. Toi biét né c6 vé giong nhu chi Cecil nhw mét
nguwoi tredng thanh, nhwng chu ay thye sy chi méi ba hay bon tudi.

Great Aunt Marcy adopted him a few years ago, and somehow | guess that makes him
my uncle. It does make things pretty awkward sometimes.

Ba c6 Marcy da nhan nudi cha 4y vai nam truwdc, va bang cach nao dé t6i doan diéu doé
khién chu ay tré thanh chu cua téi. N6 doi khi lam cho moi thi tré nén kho xdv.

| think the rule should be that if you need a booster seat, you're automatically
disqualified from sitting at the grown-ups’ table. But Uncle Cecil sits in the dining room
with the adults, and Rodrick has to sit at the kids table, even though he's practically a
grown man.



Toi nghT quy tac nén 1a néu ban can ghé nang, ban sé tw dong bi loai khoi ngoi & ban
Cl]@ nguwoi lon. Nhwng chu CeciI, ngOi trong phong an véi ngwoi Ion, va Rodrick phai
ngoi & ban tré em, mac du anh ay thwc sw la mét ngudi dan 6ng triedng thanh.

Today | made sure to sit as far away as | could from Melvin and Malcolm, but that
meant | ended up sitting next to my second cousin, Georgia, who has a front tooth that's
so loose it's hanging by a thread.

HAm nay t6i chéc chan ngdi cach xa Melvin va Malcolm, nhwng diéu dé cé nghia la toi
da ngoi canh nguwdi em ho thr hai cua t6i, Georgia, ngudi cé mét chiéc rang ctra rat
I6ng I€éo nhw thé chi dwoc treo bang moét sgi chi manh.

Her tooth was like that the last time we saw her, so we're talking years now. Everyone in
the family tries to convince her to let them pull it out, but she's been stalling for forever.

Rang cua cé ay gibng nhw lan cudi ching t6i nhin thay co Ay, vi vay chung toi dang noi
chuyén nhiéu nam nay. Moi nguoi trong gia dinh c¢b géng thuyét phuc ¢ 4y dé ho kéo
né ra, nhwng cé &y da tri hoan mai.

When my front tooth was loose, | was terrified of letting someone pull it. Mom spent
weeks trying to convince me to let her yank it out, but | was too scared. Eventually, she
said if the tooth fell out in my sleep I'd swallow it and that was really dangerous.

Khi rang clra clia t6i bi lung lay, t6i rat s’ dé ai d6 kéo n6. Me da danh hang tuan co
gang thuyet phuc t6i dé cho c6 ay giat né ra, nhung t6i da qua so hai. Cudi cung, cb ay
noi néu chiéc rang roi ra trong gidc ngu cla t6i, t6i sé& nudt né va diéu doé thwe sy nguy
hiém.

But | knew that wasn't true, because the week before, Manny had swallowed one of my
toy cars, and he lived.

Nhung t6i biét didu d6 khéng dung bm VI tuan trwdc, Manny da nudt mét trong nhirng
chiéc xe dd choi cla toi, va em 4y van sbng.

After a while, | guess Dad got fed up about my loose tooth and decided to take matters
into his own hands. He told he wanted to show me a magic trick, then he tied a string to
my front tooth and the other end to a doorknob. | didn't see what was coming until it was
too late.

Sau moét thdi gian, téi doan bd da chan ngay vé chiéc rang lung lay clia t6i va quyét
dinh dwa van dé vao tay ctia chinh minh. Ong 4y bao muén cho t6i xem mét trd do
thuat, sau doé éng ay budc mét soi day vao rang clra cla téi va dau con lai la mot nam
ctra. Téi khong thay nhirng gi dang dén cho dén khi qua muén.



After watching Georgia twirl her tooth in a circle with her tongue for forty-five minutes
today, | went into the family room because | knew that's where Gramma keeps her
string.

Sau khi xem Georgia xoay tron chiéc rdng clia minh trong mét vong tron VOi [rOi cua
minh cho bon Iam phat hédm nay, t6i da di vao phong gia dinh b&i vi téi biét do la noi na
néi gilr soi day cua minh.

But when | walked in, | was surprised to find that half the grown-ups were already in
there, going through Gramma's photo albums.

Nhuwng khi toi buéc vao, tdi da rat ngac nhién khi thdy rdng mét nira sb nguoi trudng
thanh da & do, lat qua cac album anh cua ba ndi.

From what | could piece together, Aunt Audra’s psychic told her that Meemaw's
diamond ring was in a family photo album, and when the rest of the grown-ups heard
that, they got all excited.

Tir nhirng gi t6i c6 thé chap ndi lai véi nhau, nha ngoai cdm clia c6 Audra ndi véi co
rang chiéc nhan kim cwong cia Meemaw nam trong mét album anh gia dinh, va khi
nhirng ngu i tredng thanh nghe thay dieu do, tat ca ho deu phan khich.

Then someone suggested that maybe the psychic didn't mean the ring was literally in a
photo album, so everyone started looking through the pictures to see if there were any
clues. A minute later something caught Uncle Larry's eye.

Sau d, mét ngwdi ndo dé goi y rang cé 18 y nha ngoai cdm khéng cé nghia 1a chiéc
nha&n do6 theo nghia den trong mét album &nh, vi vy moi nguwdi bat dau xem qua cac
birc anh dé& xem liéu c6 bat ky manh médi ndo khéng. M6t phut sau, thir gi d6 lot vao

anh mat cta chu Larry.

Uncle Larry was pointing at photos from the last Easter we all got together. In one
picture Meemaw was wearing her diamond ring, and in the next, she wasn't.

Chu Larry dang chi vao nhitng birc anh tir 18 Phuc Sinh cudi cling ma tat ca ching toi
da chup cing nhau. Trong mét btre anh, Meemaw dang deo chiéc nhan kim cwong cua
minh, va trong btrc tiép theo, ba ay khéng co.

It didn't take a genius to figure out where her ring went. Fifteen seconds later, everyone
was fanned out across Gramma's backyard, searching for Meemaw’s plastic eggs.

N6 khéng can mét thién tai dé tim ra noi chiéc nhan cla ba 4y da di. Mwdi 1am giay
sau, tat ca moi ngudi déu tan ra san sau cua ba ndi, tim kiem trirng nhya cla
Meemaw.



| guess everyone figured that if the ring was in an egg, then it was finders keepers. Mom
tried to get everyone to come back inside to have dessert, but it was no use.

To6i dodn moi ngwdi déu nght rang néu chiéc nhan & trong mét qua tring, thi d6 1a chd
canh git». Me da cb gang dé moi nguwdi quay tré lai bén trong dé dung mon trang
miéng, nhuwng no vo ich.

It was a little disturbing to see how greedy my relatives were acting, but | admit | got a
little caught up in the excitement myself. While everyone else was looking for the egg
outside, | was looking for it inside.

Do la mét chat dang lo ngai dé xem nguwoi than clia toi da hanh déng tham lam nhu thé
nao, nhwng téi thtra nhan t6i cé6 mét c[u]t bat kip trong sy phan khich ban thép minh.
Trong khi moi ngudi khac dang tim kiém qua treng bén ngoai, téi dang tim kiém né bén
trong.

But after Mom caught me riffling through Gramma's underwear drawer, | realized maybe
| was getting a little too carried away.

Nhung sau khi me bat gap toi luc loi ngén kéo dd 16t ctia ba néi, t6i nhan ra co 1& ti da
hoi qua phan khich.

| think Mom was pretty fed up with everyone by that point, because she told our family
that we were going home.

T6i nghi rang me da kha chan véi tat cd moi ngwdi vao thoi diém do, bdi vi ba dy da noi
v&i gia dinh cua chung téi rang chung toi sé vé nha.

As far as | know, nobody actually found the ring. But when we drove away from
Gramma's, a few people were still out there searching.

Theo nhuw t6i biét, khéng ai thuc sy tim thay chiéc nhan. Nhwng khi ching t6i lai xe ra
khdi nha ba ndi, mot vai ngwdi van & do tim kiém.

Dich b&i HuongLy Nguyen

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hn-tl_BJJSIO8TE2¢c5JdSLpgd6vI1pFiSHkS 159V
KxE/edit?usp=sharing
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Tuesday


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hn-tl_BJJSI08TE2c5JdSLpgd6v91pFiSHkS15qVKxE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hn-tl_BJJSI08TE2c5JdSLpgd6v91pFiSHkS15qVKxE/edit?usp=sharing

Usually when Aunt Gretchen and her kids stay with us, it's for a week. But this time
around they only lasted two DAYS.

Thwdng thi cd Gretchen va cac con ¢ 4y sé & cuing chung t6i trong khoang mét tuan.
Nhwng gan day gia dinh ho chi & cé 2 ngay.

That's because, after what happened last night, Dad told them they were gonna have to
leave. At dinner we ran out of ketchup, so Malcolm picked up the phone and called
9-1-1 to report us. It took about two hours for Mom and Dad to clear everything up with
the cops.

D6 |4 b&i vi chuyén xay ra dém hém qua, bb bao véi ho va ho sé phai roi di. Vao gior n
t6i chung t6i hét twong &t, thé 1a Malcolm nhéc dién thoai 1én va goi 9-1-1 dé bao cao
chung téi. Phai mat gan 2 gi®» ddng hd dé bbé me co thé gidi quyét xong xudi véi canh

sat.

After Dad gave Aunt Gretchen and her sons the boot. They packed up and went to
Grandma's.

Sau d6 bb da tién coé Gretchen va con trai ¢d 4y di. Ho phai thu don dd va sang nha ba.

And I'm sure that was just fine with them, because it meant they had more time to look
for the egg.

Va tdi chac rang ho sé 6n thdi, bdi vi diéu dé cé nghia 1a ho cé nhiéu thdi gian hon dé
tim kiém tring.

| was glad they left, because when they did | got my bed back. For two nights | had to
sleep in Rodrick’s room on a leaky air mattress.

T6i thly vui vi ho da di béi vi khi ho di rdi, toi cé thé 14y lai giwdng cla minh. Subt hai
dém qua t6i phai ngu trong phdong anh Rodrick trén mot cai ném hé khi.

No matter how much | inflated it at night, by morning | was lying flat on the ground.

Ma&c du t6i da thdi phdng né 1én dén c& nao Itc dém, thi dén sang mai t6i lai nam kep
lép trén san.



Yesterday when | woke up on Rodrick’s floor, | spotted something under his bed when |
was getting dressed.

Hém qua khi t6i thirc day trén san cGa anh Rodrick, tdi d& thay co cai gi dwdi giwdng
ctia anh &y khi t6i dang mac db.

It was one of those magic 8-balls. | think Rodrick got it as a present one year and
must’ve forgotten all about it after it rolled under his bed.

D6 la nhirng qua bong ma thuat s 8. Téi nghi anh Rocdrick ¢é néd nhu mén qua mét
ndm trwdc va chac han da quén né sau khi né 1an dwéi givong.

| was pretty excited to find it, because I've never gotten to play around with one of
those things before.

Téi thwe sy rat thich tha khi tim ra no, bdi vi toi chwa bao gier dwoc choi véi nhivng thir
nhw thé nay truéc day.

The way you use the magic 8-ball is by asking it a question, then shaking it up and
waiting for your answer to appear in a little window in the back.

Céach ma ban st dung qua béng ma thuat s 8 nay |a bang viéc hdi né mét cau hai, sau
do 1ac qua bdng 18n va doi cau tra 1o clia ban xuét hién & cai ctra sd nhé bén héng.

| was curious to see if it actually WORKED, so | gave it a try. | thought up a question
and concentrated real hard, then gave the magic 8-ball a good shake.

Téi kha td mo dé xem c6 phai né thue sw HOAT DONG hay khéng, vi vay tdi da thir no.
T6i nghi ra mét cau hdi va thyc sw tap trung, sau do l&c qué bong ma thuat sb 8 4y that
can than.

“‘Am | the smartest person in my family shake shake shake”
“Cé phai t6i 1a nguwdi théng minh nhét trong gia dinh khéng, 1ac l&c 1ac”

A few seconds later this is what showed up in the little window — “it is certain”

by
Ay

M6t vai phut sau ¢é thir gi d6 xuat hién & trén cai ctra s6 nhd -“chéc chan roi”.



| have to say, | was pretty impressed. But | needed to ask this thing a few more
questions to make sure it was for real.

T6i phai néi 1a t6i kha lan &n twong. Nhwng téi can phai héi vai cau héi niva dé dam bao
la n6é dang nadi that.

“Don't you think Rowley and Abigail are totally obnoxious?”

“‘May c6 nghi Rowley va Abigail la hoan toan dang ghét khéng?”

And every single time it was right on the money.

Va moi 1an cau tra 11 déu la chinh xac hét.

“it is decidedly so”

“Ché&c chan la vay roi”

Even when | try to throw it for a loop, | got an answer that seems pretty reasonable.
Tham chi khi tdi cb gadng ném nd xudng, tdi van cé cau tra 1o nghe cé vé rat hop |i.
“‘what's the grossest thing I've ever accidentally eaten?”
“Thi&r dang ghé t&m nh4t ma tao vo tinh an phai la gi?”
“ better not tell you now”
“Tét nhat Ia khédng nén néi véi ban luc nay”

Then | realized this thing wasn't only good for answering QUESTIONS. | could ask it for
ADVICE, too.

Sau d6 t6i nhan ra rang né khéng cé ich dé tra Ioi cac CAU HOL. T6i 6 thé hdi né xin
|&1 kKhuyén.

| started by asking the magic 8-ball if | should take a shower and if | really needed to
finish the outline for my science fair project. | got a “yes” on the hygiene issue, but the
magic 8-ball totally let me off the hook on my project.



Téi bat dau bang viéc hdi qua bong ma thuat sb 8 1a ti c6 nén di tdm va téi cé can phai
két thic dan bai cho dy an hoi cho' cia mén khoa hoc hay khéng. Téi déu nhan dwoc
cau tra |0i 1a “cd” vé van dé vé sinh ca nhan, nhung qua béng ma thuat sé 8 nay lai
hoan toan khong khuyén téi lam bai cho dy an.

“my sources say no”
“Nhirng ngudn cua t6i ndi la khong”

See, THIS is what's been missing my whole life. Now that I've got something to help
me make all the LITTLE decisions, I'm free to focus on the IMPORTANT stuff.

Thay chwa, DAY &t han 14 thir da xuat hién trong cudc ddi cla téi. Bay gid t6i co thé
nh& dé gidp t6i dwa ra cac quyét dinh VAT VANH, téi kha Ia thodi mai dé tap trung vao
viec QUAN TRONG.

In school we learned that Albert Einstein wore the same clothes every day so we didn't
have to waste any brainpower on deciding what to wear.

O trwdng chung t6i dwoc hoc réng Albert Einstein d&u mac quan 4o gibng nhau hdng
ngay, vi thé chang téi khéng phai l1ang phi b4t ki chat nang lwong clia bd ndo dé quyét
dinh xem mac gi.

And that's exactly what THIS thing’s gonna do for me.

Va dé chinh xac la DIEU ma sé xay ra voi toi.

In fact, after using the magic 8-ball for just one day, | don't know how | ever got by
WITHOUT it.

Thuc té, sau khi sir dung qua béng ma thuat sé 8 chi m&i mét ngay théi, ma téi khong
biét phai séng thé nao néu khéng cé né.

It's perfect to have handy when Dad asks “so are you gonna unload the dishwasher or
what?” shake shake shake

That 1a hoan hao khi ndm gil né trong tay, khi bb hdi “con sé lau don cai may rira bat
hay th& gi khac cha?”

Léc, lac, l&c cai qua bong.



April
Thursday

After playing around with a magic 8-ball for a few days, | found out it has some
limitations. But that doesn't mean I'm gonna give up on it just YET. | tried using it to help
me with my math homework a few times, but it turns out it's not so good at giving you
specific answers.

Sau khi choi v&i qua bong ma thuat vai ngay, téi nhan ra la né cé vai nhuoc diém.
Nhwng diéu d6 khdng cé nghia la t6i s& virt qua bong di ngay tire thi. Téi c6 gang st
dung né v&i cac bai tap vé nha mén toan cla t6i vai lan, nhwng héa ra la né khdng gidi
& viéc dwa ra cac dap an cu thé.

“if X minus 43 equals 19, what's the value of x it answered”
“ without a doubt”

“Néu X trir di 43 bang 19, thi gia tri ctia X 1a bao nhiéu”
“Chéc chan”

Plus, sometimes when you really need an answer from the magic 8-ball, it can totally
leave you hanging.

Thém nira la thi thodng khi ban thwc sw can mét cau tra 16i tlr qué bong ma thuat sb 8
nay, nd cé thé hoan toan d& mac ban.

Today on my way home from school, one of the Mingo kids came after me with a stick. |
asked the magic 8-ball if | should run away or fight, and gave it a hard shake.

H6m nay trén dwdng dén trwdng, mét trong nhirng ddra tré nha Mingo di sau t6i v&i mot
cay gay. Tai da héi qua bong ma thuat sé 8 1a tdi cd nén chay hay Ia chién dau véi no,
va sau dé toi l&c manh qua bong.

For some reason the Magic 8-Ball couldn't make up its mind.

Vi li do nao d6 ma qua béong ma thuat khéng thé dwa ra quyét dinh.

Concentrate and ask again it didn't seem to understand the urgency of my request.



Tap trung va hdi lai xem né c6 hiéu tinh canh khan cap cla I&i yéu cau cla tdi hay
khéng.

But the Magic 8-Ball TOTALLY made up for it later on in the day. Mom told me I've
been spending too much time indoors and that | needed to go outside and get some
fresh air.

Nhwng qua bong ma thuat s6 8 HOAN TOAN dwa ra quyét dinh mudn vao hém nay. Me
bao t6i danh qua nhiéu thoi gian & trong nha, va t6i can di ra ngoai dé hit thé khong khi
trong lanh.

when Mom left the room | asked the Magic 8-Ball if | should take her advice, and it's
answer could not have been more clear.

Khi me r&i khéi phong, t6i da hdi qua béng ma thuat Ia téi cé nén nghe |oi khuyén cua
me khong, va cau tra I0i ctia n6é khéng ré rang hon chut nao.

“‘my reply is no”
“Cau tra 1oi cua t6i la khdng”

So | hid out in mom's closet, which | knew would be the LAST place she'd come looking
for me.

Vi thé toi da trén & trong ti quan 4o clia me, day la noi cudi cing ma téi biét néu me sé
di tim toi.

While | was waiting mom out in there, | noticed a bunch of books on the top shelf.
Trong khi dang doi me & ngoai t6i d& y cé6 mdt ddng sach & trén gia cao nhét.

Dich b&i Trinh Minh Phuwong

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17xH2q3kiPltsadNriBQAvQvyTdDUnylz7gqi2x5IL6
w/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/17xH2q3kiPItsadNriBQAvQvyTdDUnyIz7gqi2x5lL6w/edit?usp=sharing
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They were hidden behind some shoe boxes, so it was pretty clear Mom didn't want
anyone to find them. At first | couldn't figure out why she was keeping all these books
tucked away in her closet instead of on a shelf out in the open. But when | read the
titles, | totally got it.

Chuang dwoc gidu dang sau mot sé hdp giay, vi vay né kha rd rang la me khéng muén
bat cr ai tim thay ching. Luc dau, tdi khong thé tim ra ly do tai sao ba 4y gilr tat ca
nhirng cudn sach nay gidu trong ti quan 4o ctia minh thay vi trén mét ké mé. Nhung
khi t6i doc cac tieu dé, téi hoan toan hiéu diéu do.

These books are basically Mom's secret weapon, and she doesn't want us kids to know
about them.

Nhirng cuéq sach nay vé co ban 14 vii khi bi mat ctia me, va ba &y khéng mudn bon tré
chung tbi biét vé chung.

| flipped through a few of the books, and some were really eye-opening. | found one that
was about using something called “reverse psychology.”

Toi lwét qua mot vai cudn sach, va mot sbé da thwe s mé rong tdm mat. Toi tim thay
moét cuon vé sty dung mét cai gi do goi la "tam ly hoc dao ngugc”

The idea is that you can get your kids to do what you want by telling them to do the
opposite. Now that | think of it, Mom and Dad have been using that technique on us
ever since | can remember.

Y twéng la ban co thé khién con ban lam nhitng gi ban mudn bang cach yéu cau ching
lam diéu nguoc lai. Bay gié’,téi nghi vé dieu do, bé me da st dung ky thuat dé cho
chung t6i ké tw khi téi co thé nh¢ duorc.

When | was little | used to beg Mom and Dad to let me do the dishes, but they'd always
tell me | was too young to help out.

Khi téi con nhd, t6i thuwdng cau xin cha me dé cho téi rtra dia, nhwng ho ludn ndi voi toi
rang t6i con qua nhé de giup dé.

Finally, on my eighth birthday they let me dry the dishes, and | was so happy they might
as well have given me a million dollars. Now | realize the whole thing was a trick, and
Roderick must have fallen into the same trap.



Cubi cung, vao ngay sinh nhat thir tdm cua t6i, ho cho t6i lau kho dia, va toi rat hanh
phuc nhw la ho da cho téi rpcf)t triéu doé la. Bay gio toi nh~én ra toan bd sw viéc la moét
manh khée, va Roderick han da roi vao cung moét cai bay.

There were books for just about every type of situation a parent might have to deal with
while raising their kids. I've always wondered where Mom gets all her advice, and now |
know.

C6 nhirng cudn sach vé moi tinh huébng ma phu huynh c6 thé phai déi phé trong khi
nudi day con cai ciia ho. Téi da ludn ludn tw héi noi me c6 dwoc tat ca 16 khuyén cua
minh, va bay gid t6i biét.

When | was nine | found an inchworm crawling up our front steps, and | named him
Squirm and kept him in a little jar with holes poked in the top.

Khi t6i 1&n chin, tdi tim thdy mét con sau do dang bo 18n cac bac thang trwde cla ching
t6i, va toi dat tén cho chu la Squirm va gilr chu trong mot cai Io nhé véi nhirng cai 16
dwoc choc & phia trén.

Every day I'd let him out of the jar so he could get some exercise.

M&i ngay t6i dé& chu ra khdi cai binh dé chi cé thé tap thé duc.

This was just about the time Manny was starting to take his first steps, which was
unfortunate for Squirm the worm.

Day |a khodng théi gian Manny bat dau thwe hién nhirng buéc dau tién cia minh, diéu
khong may cho Squirm la con sau.

| was really torn up about it, and that night Mom came into my room to talk.

Téi da thuc sy rat budn vé no, va dém do, me budc vao phong toi d& noéi chuyén.

She told me | shouldn't be sad, because Squirm was in “Inchworm Heaven” and that in
Inchworm Heaven it's always sunny and there are tons of leaves to eat. And I've gotta
admit, that did make me feel better about things.

Ba &y noi v&i toi rang toi khong nén budn, béi vi Squirm & trong "Thién duong sau do”
va trong thién dwdng séu do troi ludn nang va co rat nhieu la dé an. Va toi phai thiva
nhan, dieu dé da lam cho t6i cam thay tot hon vé moi thi.

Well, today | found the exact place where Mom got that idea.

Vang, hém nay t6i da tim dwoc chinh xac noi ma me co y twéng dé.



One of the books on Mom's shelf looked pretty new, and when | pulled it down a lot of
things started to make sense.

Mét trong nhirng cubn sach trén ké ctia me trong kha mai, va khi tdi kéo né xubng rat
nhiéu th& bat dau co y nghia.

Mom's closet answered some other mysteries, too. When | was in kindergarten | had a
stuffed animal called Tickles that | slept with every single night.

TG quan 4o cla me ciing tré I mot sb bi 4n khac. Khi téi con hoc mau gido, t6i co mot
con thu nhoi béng goi la Tickles ma téi ngu cung méi dém.

That summer we went away on vacation to the beach, and | took Tickles with me. But
one afternoon when we came back to our hotel room, Tickles was gone.

Mua hé,ném‘dé chung téi di nghi mat trén bai bién, va t6i mang Tickles cung t6i. Nhwng
mot budi chieu khi chung t6i tré vé phong khach san, Tickles da bién mat.

Mom said the cleaning lady must have scooped up Tickles when she took the sheets,
so we went down to the place where they do the laundry to see if he was in the washer
or something.

Me n6i ngwdi phu n& don dep da nhéc Tickles lén khi ba ldy ch&n, nén chang t6i xubng
noi ho giat dd d& xem chu c6 dang & trong may gidt hay gi d6 khéng.

But he wasn't there, either. By this time | was pretty hysterical, so Mom told me | should
make some signs, which we put up all over the hotel.

Nhwng chu ciling l’<hc“>,ng ¢ do. Thoi gian nay t6i da kha kich dong, vi vay me noi véi toi
t6i nén lam mdt s6 dau hiéu, ma chung t6i dwa |én trén toan bd khach san.

The next day we went to the beach, but | couldn't enjoy myself because of Tickles.
Ngay hém sau chung t6i di dén bai bién, nhwng téi khong thé vui vé vi Tickles.

Dad played one of those carnival games and won me a stuffed animal to replace
Tickles, but it wasn't the same.

B6 da choi mot trong nhirng tro choi 1€ hoi va gianh cho t6i mét con thu nhdi bong dé
thay thé Tickles, nhwng n6é khéng giong.

Losing Tickles pretty much ruined the vacation for everyone, so we left for home a day
early. | went to sleep when we got back that night, and the next morning Tickles was
sitting on top of my dresser.



Mat Tickles pha hong ky nghi cta tat ca moi nguoi, vi vay ching t6i tré vé nha sém mét
ngay. Toi da di ngu khi chung t6i tré lai dém do, va sang hoém sau Tickles dang ngoi
trén dau ta quan ao cua toi.

Mom said Tickles must have found his way home because he loved me so much. And
that's what | believed for a long time.

Me néi Tickles phai tim dwérng vé nha vi chu yéu toi rat nhiéu. Va do 1a nhirng gi téi tin
trong mot thoi gian dai.

Dich b&i NguyenHuong Ly

Link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bd5Ic8rdxhTtrNSU1iaKJBmy PBsVah-SoTWij5tjP
c4/edit?usp=sharing
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But hidden away behind Mom's books, there were five stuffed monkeys that looked
exactly like Tickles.

Nhwng &n dang sau nhirng cubn sach ctia me, cé ndm con khi nhéi béng tréng gidng
hét nhw Tickles.

So that means Mom must’ve gone out and bought a bunch of replacement monkeys
right after | lost the original.

Vi vay, diéu do c6 nghia la me da di ra ngoai va mua mét loat cac con khi thay thé ngay
sau khi t6i bi mat ban goc.

Who even knows which version of Tickles is sitting on the shelf in my closet right now.

Ai con biét phién ban Tickles nao dang ngoi trén ké trong ti quan 4o cla tdi ngay bay
gio.

In fact, now that | think about it, | remember a time when Mom had to wash Tickles
because | spilled some chocolate milk on him. When she opened the washing machine
door, it looked like a pillow had exploded in there.

Trong thue té, bay gid t6i nghi vé no, toi nho mot thoi gian khi me phai giat Tickles vi toi
do mot it stra sé,cé la trén chu ta. Khi ba ay mé canh clra may giat, né trong giong nhw
mot cai goi da nd tung & do.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bd5lc8r4xhTtrNSU1iaKJBmy_PBsVah-SoTWj5tjPc4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bd5lc8r4xhTtrNSU1iaKJBmy_PBsVah-SoTWj5tjPc4/edit?usp=sharing

But that night after my bath, Tickles was back on my bed, good as new. So the one in
my room could be a fourth or fifth generation for all | know.

Nhung t6i hom d6 sau khi tém, Tickles da tré lai givong cla toi, tot nhw mai. Vi vay,
con tr’ong phong clia t6i co thé 1a mét thé hé thi tw hodc thi ndm cho tat ca nhirng gi
toi biet.

This also explains why Manny sleeps with ten stuffed dinosaurs every night.

Diéu nay cling giai thich ly do tai sao Manny ngui véi mwdi con khiing long nhéi béng
moi dém.

He used to only have one dinosaur he called Rexy, but Manny must’ve discovered
Mom's hidden stash of backups way before | did.

Em &y chi tirtng cd mét con khiing Iong ma em 4y goi la Rexy, nhuwng Manny chac han
da phat hién ra nhirng ban sao lwu an gidu ctia me trude khi toi lam vay.

| wanted to keep exploring Mom's closet to see what else | could find, but | heard Mom
coming upstairs, so | had to slip out of there.

T6i muon tiép tuc kham pha ti quan 4o cta me dé xem nhirng gi khac t6i co thé tim
thay, nhwng t6i nghe me 1én lau, vi vay téi phai trwot ra khéi dé.

Now that | know about Moms parenting books, | should be able to keep one step ahead
of my folks. And | can thank the Magic 8 Ball for that.

Bay gio toi biét vé nhirng cudn sach nudi day con ci ctia me, t6i s& co thé chuan b
trwdc nhivng ngwdi than cla tdi. Va t6i co thé cdm on qua bdong sb 8 than ki cho diéu
do.

Tuesday

Tht ba

Tonight | decided to see if any of the tricks in Mom's books would actually work on
adults.

Téi nay tdi quyét dinh xem cé bét ky thi thuat nao trong sach ctia me thuc sy sé hoat
ddng v&i ngudi Ion hay khéng.

I've been asking Mom and Dad for my own phone for forever, but Mom always says |
already have one. She's talking about my Ladybug phone, though, and that's more like
a preschool toy.



T6i da yéu ciu bbé me cho dién thoai clia riéng t6i mai, nhwng me luén ndi rang t6i da co
mot cai. Ba ay ndi vé dién thoai Ladybug cua t6i, va do la giong nhw mét mén do choi
mam non.

So when me and Roderick were doing the dishes tonight, | took a crack at using reverse
psychology on Mom and Dad.

Vi vay, khi t6i va Roderick dang lam cac mon an t6i nay, t6i da thtr st dung tam ly dao
ngwoc trén bé me.

| said loud enough to hear | don't actually want my own phone because it's too much
responsibility.

T6i ndi to da dé nghe t6i khong thwe sw mubn dién thoai clia minh béi vi d6 & qua
nhiéu trach nhiém.

| didn't know what to expect, but | was shocked to see how fast it worked. Right after
that, Mom came into my room and told me she'd decided to upgrade her phone and was
giving her used one to me.

Téi khong biét nhirng gi mong doi, nhwng t6i da bi sbc khi thdy n6 hoat ddng nhanh
nhw thé nao. Ngay sau d6, me buéc vao phong cla tdi va néi voi toi rang ba ay da
quyét dinh nang cap dién thoai ctia minh va cho toi chiéc ba 4y da dung.

But before she handed it over, she said there were some “ground rules.” She said | had
to share the phone with Manny because he uses it to play educational games.

Nhung trivdc khi ba &y dua né qua, ba &y néi co mét s6 "quy tac co ban." Ba ay néi toi
phai chia sé dién thoai v&i Manny bi vi em 4y s dung né dé choi trd choi gido duc.

She also said I'm not allowed to text any of my friends with it.
Ba Ay ciing ndi rang t6i khdng dwoc phép nhén tin cho bat ky nguoi ban nao cua toi.

Well, texting my friends isn't gonna be a problem, because at the moment | don't have
any. Sharing with Manny is another issue.

Vang, nhan tin cho ban bé cua t6i khong phai la mét van dé, bai vi hién tai téi khong co
bat ky ngwdi ban nao. Chia sé véi Manny la mét van de khac.

Manny likes to take pictures on Mom's phone, but | really don't need his pictures mixed
in with mine.

Manny thich chup &nh trén dién thoai cia me, nhung téi thwe sw khéng can hinh anh
cla em ay lan v&i cla toéi.



You never know what he's going to photograph but it usually concerns his potty.

Ban khong bao gi¢ biét nhirng gi em &y sé& chup nhung no thwong lién quan dén cai bo
clua em ay.

Still, I was pretty excited to get my hands on a decent phone.
Tuy nhién, t6i da rat vui mirng dé cé dwoc mot chiée dién thoai tir té.

| spent some time personalizing it with a new wallpaper and different ringtones. But in
the middle of doing that, | got a text from Gramma that was obviously meant for Mom.

T6i da danh thoi gian ca nhan héa né véi moét hiqh nén méi va nhac chuéng khac nhau.
Nhwng khi lam diéu do, t6i nhan dwgc mét tin nhan tw ba ndi ré rang la danh cho Me.

Mom said | wasn't allowed to text my friends but she never said anything about
relatives.

Me ndi t6i khdng dwoc phép nhan tin cho ban bé cla t6i nhwng ba 4y khong bao gi® noi
gi vé nguwoi than.

After that was taken care of, | downloaded a bunch of games and started having some
fun.

Sau khi viéc d6 dwoc giadi quyét, toi da tai vé mat loat cac tro choi va bat dau thay thu
Vi.

But right in the middle of a game, Aunt Veronica called on video chat.
Nhwng ngay gilra tro choi, di Veronica da goi dién thoai qua video chat.

The last thing | expected to see in the privacy of my bathroom was Aunt Veronica's
face.

Diéu cudi cung t6i mong doi dwoc thiy trong sw riéng tw ciia phong tdm la khudn mat
cua di Veronica.

So | think | can be excused for being a little surprised.
Vi vay, tdi nght rang t6i c6 thé dwoc mién cho mét chut ngac nhién.

| fished the phone out of the toilet and did everything | could to get it to turn on, but it
was no use.



Téi Iy dién thoai ra khai bdn ciu va 1am moi thir ¢ thé dé& no bat Ién, nhwng né khéng
st dung dwoc.

| feel kind of bad for ruining it, but in my defense, | did try to warn Mom and Dad | wasn't
ready for that kind of responsibility.

To6i cam thay té vi da pha hong no, nhwng trong Ii 1€ cia t6i, t6i da co gang canh bao bo
me rang t6i da khdng san sang cho loai trach nhiém do.

Wednesday
Tho tw

I've been getting tired of having to fear for my life whenever | walk by the Mingo kids’
woods, but | realized those guys only really pick on the after-school crowd. So | decided
my smartest move was to just wait them out.

Toi da cdm thay mét mai vi phai lo s¢ cho cudc sdng cla minh bat cr khi nao téi di
ngang qua khu rirng cta bon tré Mingo, nhwng t6i nhan ra rang nhirng ké dé chi thuc
sw lwa chon dam déng sau gi® hoc. Vi vay, tdi quyét dinh sw di chuyén théng minh nhét
clia toi 1a chi cAn che doi chang di khai.

That meant | needed to find something to kill time one school ended. There are a whole
bunch of clubs for students, but I've never really been that interested until now.

Diéu d6 co nghta I ti can tim thi gi d6 dé giét thoi gian khi tan hoc. C6 rat nhiéu cau
lac b6 danh cho hoc sinh, nhwng téi chwa bao gi¢ thwe sy quan tam dén cho dén bay
gio.

Today | stayed after school to see if there was something that would be a good fit.

H6m nay téi & lai sau gi& hoc dé& xem cé gi phu hop khéng.

The Board Game Club sounded like it might be pretty fun, but it's run by Mr. Nern, and
I've already spent enough time with him for one school year.

Cau lac bo trd choi co& ban cé vé nhw né co thé 1a [(hé tha vi, nhwng né dwoc diéu hanh
b&i 6ng Nern, va téi da danh du thoi gian véi 6ng ay trong mét nam hoc.

There's a Pillow-Fighting Club, too, but one look inside the room where they meet told
me it wasn't really my thing.

Cé mét cau lac bod choi gbi, nhwng mét cai nhin bén trong can phong nei ho gép nhau
néi v&i téi n6 khéng thye sy la thir cla t6i.
Dich bé&i HuongLy Nguyen



Link:
https://docs.qgoogle.com/document/d/1esgV2hYwrav0jaOp240xa8RPmI0g7dcyZjVbHEN
iViw/edit?usp=sharing
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There are some clubs that are REALLY on the fringe, like the Free Hugs Club that just
started up this spring.

Cé vai cau lac bo thwe sw bi ra ria, vi du nhw 1a Cau lac bd Nhirtng Cai Om Mién Phi.

It was too hard to decide what to do, so | left it up to the Magic 8 Ball. | walked up to
each door where the different clubs meet and gave the 8 Ball a shake to see which on |
should join.

That Ia khé dé chon cau lac b, nén t6i da trao toan quyén quyét dinh cho Qua bdng
Than ky 8. Téi dén trwédc clra phong hop ctia méi cau lac bd va lac qué bong dé xem t6i
nén tham gia cau lac bé nao.

| got a lot of "No's" and a few "Ask again Laters," but | finally got a "Yes, Definitely"
when | was in front of the Yearbook Club door.

Téi l&c dwoc rat nhiéu lan "Birng" va vai lan "Hai lai sau", nhwng cubdi cung thi cling
dwoc mot lan "Bung, tat nhién rdi" khi téi & trwdc clra phong hop clia Cau lac bd Ky
yéu.

| walked inside, and the staff looked like it was in the middle of a meeting.

Toi bwdec vao, va cac thanh vién tréng nhw la dang hop gitka chirng.

| waited in the back until the meeting broke up, then walked up to the editor in chief,
Betsy Buckles, and asked if | could join.

Téi chd & phia sau dén khi cudc hop két thac, va buwéc dén ché trwdng ban bién tap,
Betsy Buckles, va xin phép dwoc tham gia.

She said the yearbook was almost finished, but they needed a few more photos for the
"Candids" page. Then she said the school would pay five bucks for every photo that
ended up in the yearbook, and | was sold.

Chi &y néi ky yéu da sép hoan thanh rdi, nhwng ho can thém mét vai tAm hinh cho trang
muc "Nhirng diéu vé tw". Va chj &y néi trwdng sé trd ndm dé la cho mébi tAm duoc in
trong ky yéu, va t6i da bi thuyét phuc.

If I can avoid the Mingo kids AND get paid, that's a win-win.

Néu t6i co thé tranh dwoc dam Mingo va kiém duoc tién, thi nhw vay 13 tién ca doi
duong roi.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1esgV2hYwrav0jaOp240xa8RPml0q7dcyZjVbHENiVjw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1esgV2hYwrav0jaOp240xa8RPml0q7dcyZjVbHENiVjw/edit?usp=sharing

Today was my first day as the yearbook photographer, and it wasn't as easy as |
thought it would be. | wanted to get good pictures, but to be honest, kids at my school
don't really do anything that INTERESTING.

HAm nay 1a ngay dau cla téi véi tw cach Ia nhiép anh gia ky yéu, va cdng viéc nay
khéng hé dé nhw tdi twdng. Téi mudn chup nhirng birc hinh dep, nhwng that ra ma néi
thi hoc sinh trwong t6i chang lam gi tha vi dén mac do.

| was trying to do my job taking pictures while also being a full-time student, and that
didn't make things any easier.

Téi b géng lam céng viéc chup anh trong khi di hoc toan thei gian, va chuyén do6 chang
dé dang gi.

| was hoping somebody would do something really dumb and I'd get a great picture of it.
But for some reason people were on their best behavior today. One shot | was DYING
to get was Jamar Law with his head stuck in a chair.

Téi da hi vong ai d6 sé lam gi ngu ngdc va t6i sé chup lai nd. Nhwng vi Iy do ndo dé ma
hém nay moi ngwdi déu cw xtr that chuan mwe. Mot tAm hinh ma t6i vd cung mong mai
chup dwoc d6 la tAm Jamar Law bj ket dau trong mét cai ghé.

There was a picture of him doing that in the LAST yearbook, and if he did it again |
wanted to be ready for it. | know a photographer isn't supposed to influence his
subjects, but | tried to at LEAST nudge Jamar in the right direction.

C6 mot tdm hinh nhw thé trong ky yéu nam trwdc. Toi biét 1a mot nhiép anh gia thi
khéng nén tw tac dong dén dbéi twong, nhwng t6i cé gang dé it nhat Jamar di ding
hwéng.

Whenever | see a picture in a yearbook or a magazine, there's always a little caption
underneath. So when | turned in my photos at the end of the day, | wrote little blurbs so
Betsy would know what she was looking at.

M&i 1an t6i nhin thdy mét tAm hinh trong ky yéu hay tap chi, ltc nao cé mét dong ghi
chd & dwdi hinh. Nén Ia vao cubi ngay khi téi ndp hinh, t6i ludn viét vai loi gidi thiéu dé
Betsy biét ndi dung anh.

The great thing about pictures nowadays is that everything is digital, so if you don't like
something about a photo you took, you can always tweak it on the computer.

Diéu tuyét voi vé nhirng blre hinh ngay nay chinh 1a ban déu cé thé chinh stra ching
trén may tinh.

| took a couple of shots at lunch where somebody blinked, and those photos would've
been USELESS if | wasn't able to edit them.

Téi chup mét vai tAm vao budi trwa ngay luc cé ai d6 nham mat, va may tam anh dé
dang |& da thanh ra vo dung néu t6i khéng stra dwoc né.

| figure every yearbook needs a little humor, so | edited a few pictures to make them
funnier. Hopefully, Mr. Blakely won't be too mad when he sees his.



Téi nght 1a ky yéu nao thi cling can chut hai hwéc, nén t6i chinh vai tAm anh dé ching
trong vui nhén hon.

| realized being the yearbook photographer gives me a lot of POWER, too. | can decide
who gets in the yearbook and who DOESN'T. And if there's somebody who ANNOYS
me, | can get some revenge.

T&i nhan ra rang viéc tré thanh mét nhiép anh gia ciing cho t6i rat nhiéu uy quyén. Toi
c6 thé quyét dinh ai dwoc ¢6 hinh trong ky yéu va ai khéng dwoc. Va néu cé ai do lam
t6i bwrc minh thi t6i cling co thé tra thu nd.

| took a picture of Leon Feast after school, and when | played around with it on the
computer, | shrunk his head by 75%. | seriously hope that it get past the editors. And if it
does, | give all credit to the Magic 8 Ball.

Téi chup mdt tAm hinh cla Leon Feast sau gid hoc va thu nhé dau cia né lai 75%. Ti
thwe sy hy vong la né dwoc ban bién tap thong qua. Néu duwoc nhw thé thi toi sé ghi
céng Qua bong Than ky 8.

Over the weekend | got a chance to go back into Mom's closet, and | found my old Body
Blankie behind her winter boots.

Subt cubi tudn tdi dwoc dip luc trong td 6 ctia Me va tim thay B6 D6 Chan Am cua toi
dang sau ddi ing mua déng cua ba ay.

| couldn't BELIEVE it. I'd been looking for that thing for the past few months, and it was
in Mom's closet all along.

Téi khong tin dwoc. Toi da tim né subt vai thang qua, va bay lau nay né van & trong tu
doé cla Me.

| got the Body Blankie as a Christmas gift last year from Mom and Dad. When | looked
at the box, | have t admit | wasn't too thrilled about it.

Téi dwoc B6 Me tdng Bd D6 Chan Am vao Giang Sinh ndm ngoai. Khi nhin cai hop thi
t6i phai thira nhan rang téi chdng hirng tha véi né may.

That changed the minute | put it on. Let me just say for the record that whoever
invented the Body Blankie is a GENIUS.

Nhwng moi sw thay ddi vao gidy phut tdi méc né [én nguwdi. Phai néi [a ngwdi phat minh
ra BO D& Chan Am han Ia mot thién tai.

You know when you're watching TV with a blanket wrapped around you and you want to
grab your drink or the remote control, so you have to take the whole thing off to free up
your hands?

C6 bao gi®» ban dang d&p chan xem tivi va ban mudn cam ly nwéc hay la diéu khién tivi,
nén la ban phai bé chan ra?

Well, the Body Blankie SOLVES all that. It's like a regular blanket, but with sleeves that
have MITTENS at the ends. So you can grab stuff without ever exposing your skin to
the cold air.



Vay thi, B& dd Chan &m c6 thé giai quyét hét. N6 gibng nhu mét cai chan binh thwong
thdi, nhwng cé tay 4o lién véi gang tay. Nén ban cé thé cdm nam dd vat ma da thit ban
khéng phai tiép xuc véi khéng khi lanh.

The Body Blankie is made of flannel, so having it on is like being in bed all the time.

B6& d6 Chan 4m lam tir vai fla-nen, nén méc né vao ngudi chang khac nao & trong chan
é&m ném am ca.

RODRICK got a Body Blankie, too, and | think I liked HIS even more than | liked MINE.
In fact, after Rodrick put his on for the first time, he didn't take it off for something like
five days.

Rodrick cling c6 mot B6 dd Chan 4m, va téi nght Ia t6i thich bd ctia anh &y con hon la
bd cua t6i. That ra thi, sau khi Rodrick 1an ddu mac bo cla anh 4y, anh 4y da khoéng cdi
nd ra trong subt ndm ngay.

| think he would've stayed in it for good if Mom didn't make him take a shower.

Téi nght 14 anh &y s& mé&c né ludn ludn mai mai néu nhw Me khéng bat anh 4y di tam.
Dich b&i Khanh Nguyén

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/110mJ72Xdx3ZMTLYyUJKSmfE6dulSKYGdcdecyS_V
wYBxE/edit?usp=sharing
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Rodrick used to only sleep in his bed or on the couch, but once he had his Body Blankie
he pretty much dozed off whenever the mood struck him.

Rodrick thwong chi ngl trén givong hodc trén ghé dai, nhwng mét khi anh ay c6 bo do
ngu, anh ay da ngu gat bat ct khi nao cé tdm trang.

Mom and Dad put up with it for a little while, but me and Rodrick probably took it too far,
like wearing them to church and our Body Blankies mysteriously disappeared soon after
that.

B me da chiu dwng né mét luc, nhwng tdi va Rodrick ¢é 1€ da lam né di qué xa, gibng
nhw mac chung dén nha thd va cac bé do ngu cla chung téi bien mat ngay sau do.

When | found my Body Blankie this weekend, | didn't know what to do.

Khi téi tim thay bd dd ngl cha t6i vao cudi tuan nay, téi khong biét phai lam gi.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0mJ72Xdx3ZMTLyUJKSmfE6duISkYGdcJcyS_VwYBxE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0mJ72Xdx3ZMTLyUJKSmfE6duISkYGdcJcyS_VwYBxE/edit?usp=sharing

If | started parading around the house in it, Mom would know I've been poking around in
her closet. The only place | could really wear it was in bed, but that seemed to kind of
defeat the purpose.

Néu t6i bat dau diéu hanh xung quanh nha v&i n6, me sé biét toi da Ién 10t trong ta quan
ao cua minh. Noi duy nhat t6i thwe sy cé thé mac né la trén giwdong, nhwng dieu dé
dwong nhw danh bai muc dich.

But this morning when | was getting ready for school, | got an idea.

Nhwng sang nay khi tdi chuan bi di hoc, tdi cé mét y twéng.

| realized if | put my Body Blankie on under my school clothes, no one would even
know. And being in class would be like being in bed.

T&i nhan ra rang néu téi mac bd dd ngt clia minh dwdi quan &o trwdng hoc cla toi,
khoéng ai tham chi biét dwgc. Va & trong 1&p s€ giong nhw dang nam trén giwdng.

But | wish I'd thought it through a little better. The Body Blankie might be comfortable to
wear while watching TV at home, but walking to school in it was a whole other matter.

Nhung t6i wéc toi nght n6 tét hon mét chut. B d6 ngli co thé thodi mai khi mac trong
khi xem TV & nha, nhwng di bd dén trwwdng trong né la mét van dé hoan toan khac.

The leggings of the Body Blankie are really short, so you look like a penguin when you
walk.

Ong quan clia bd d6 ngl that sy rat ngan, vi vay ban tréng gibng nhw mét chi chim
canh cut khi ban buwéc di.

| couldn't open my locker with the mittens, and trying to do jumping jacks in Phys Ed
was hopeless.

To6i khéng thé mé td khéa véi géng tay, va cbd gang bat nhay trong gi¢r thé duc Ia vo
vong.

Plus, | found out the disadvantage of flannel is that it gets really hot.
Thém vao dé, t6i phat hién ra nhwoc diém cla vai flannel 1a né rat nong.

After Phys Ed, the Body Blankie footies were filled with sweat, and | knew it was time to
bail on the idea.

Sau gi¢ thé duc, phan chan cia bd d6 ngt day mod hoi, va toi biét da dén luc phai bd
qua y twdng nay.



But when | tried to take a Body Blankie off, the zipper snapped.

Nhwng khi tdi cb c&i bd db ngu ra, khda kéo bi gay.

| should have known never to trust a product that's advertised on TV.

T&i nén biét khéng bao gid tin twédng mét san phdm dwoc quang cdo trén TV.

| tried to wriggle out of it by pushing my arms up through the hole where my head was,
but | couldn't get my elbows out.

Toi c0 gang thodt ra khoi n6 bang cach gio' tay 1én qua céi 16 noi dau clia t6i, nhung toi
khéng thé lay khuyu tay ra.

| started to go into a panic because there was no ventilation in that thing, and | was
worried | was going to get baked alive like a microwave burrito.

Toi bat dau hoang mang vi khdng cé thong gio trong thir d6, va t6i da lo lang toi sé
dwoc nwdng sdng nhw mot cai banh burrito 10 vi song.

After a minute | took a lot of deep breaths to calm myself down. At that point there were
only a few more classes to go, and then | could cut myself free at home.

Sau mét phut, t6i hit mét hoi that sau dé binh tinh lai. Vao thoi diém do, chi con vai tiét
hoc nira thoi, va sau do t6i co thé tw giai thoat & nha.

My last class was Social Studies, and we had a test. | wasn't prepared at all, so | was
glad when | found out it was true/false.

L&p cudi cung cula téi la Nghién ctru xé, hdi, va chung téi da c6 mét bai kiém tra. Toi da
khéng dwoc chuén bi gi ¢, vi vay t6i rat vui khi téi phat hién ra né la dung / sai.
Because that's exactly the kind of thing the Magic 8 Ball is good at.

B&i vi d6 chinh xac |a thir ma quéa béng sb 8 than ki rat gioi.

When the test started | pulled the Magic 8 Ball out of my bag and went through the
questions one by one. A few of the answers didn't look right to me, but the Magic 8 Ball
had gotten me this far, and | wasn't gonna start questioning it now.

Khi bai kiém tra bat dau, t6i rat qua bong so 8 than ki ra khai tui va di qua tirng cau hoi
mot. Mot vai cau tra loi trong khéng dung véi toi, nhwng qua boéng so 8 than ki da duwa
toi den day, va toi sé khdong bat dau dat cau hoi ngay bay gio.



It was still pretty time-consuming, though. Kids were handing in their tests, and | wasn't
even halfway through yet.

Tuy nhién, né van kha tén thdi gian. Nhirng dira tré da ndp bai kiém tra cla ho, va t6i
tham chi con chwa dwoc moét nira.

| started getting nervous that | wasn't going to finish before the bell rang, and the Magic
8 Ball was doing some serious stalling.

Toi bat dau lo lang rang toi s& khong két thuc trde khi chudng reo, va qua bong so 8
than ki dang lam mét so viéc tri hoan nghiém trong.

| shook it faster to try to get real answers, and that's when | lost a handle on it.

T6i ldc né nhanh hon dé cb gang cé dwoc cau tra & thwe sy, va do |a khi tdi tudt méat
no.

The Magic 8 Ball hit the ground hard, and before | could grab it it rolled right to Mrs.
Merritt.

Qua béng s6 8 than ki dap manh vao mat dat, va trwdc khi téi cé thé 1ay né, né 1an
thdng dén ba Merritt.

Just then the bell rang, and after the class let out, Mrs. Merritt took me down to Vice
Principal Roy's office. Mrs. Merritt told him she caught me red-handed using a
“high-tech cheating device” on my test.

Ngay sau dé tiéng chudng vang lén, va sau gio hoc, ba Merritt dwa toi dén van phong
pho hiéu trdng Roy. Ba Merritt néi v&i 6ng ay rang ba bat gap téi tai tran st dung
"thiét bi gian lan cong nghé cao" trong bai kiém tra cla toi.

| think Vice Principal Roy was a little confused, but he took Mrs. Merritt's complaint
seriously anyway. He called Mom, and ten minutes later she was in his office.

T6i nght pho hiéu truéng Roy hoi bdi roi, nhwng du sao ong ay ciing da nhan |61 phan
nan cia ba Merritt. Ong ay goi cho me, va mwoi phut sau ba ay ¢ trong van phong cua
ong ay.

I've got to give Mom credit, because she stuck up for me. She said the Magic 8 Ball was
just a “harmless toy” in that | couldn't have been using it to cheat.

Toi phai cho me sw khen ngoi, bdi vi ba ay da giup d& toi. Ba ay néi rang qua bong so
8 than ki chi la mét "do choi v hai" trong do t6i khéng thé sir dung né deé gian lan.



| wanted to interrupt Mom and tell her not to disrespect to the Magic 8 Ball by calling it a
toy, but | figured that could wait until later. Plus, Mom hadn't said anything about the
Body Blankie yet and | didn't want to risk making her mad.

T6i mudn lam gian doan me va néi véi ba 4y dirng nén khoéng ton trong qua bong s6 8
than ky béng cach goin6 la o[6) choi, nhwng toi nght rang co the doi cho dén sau nay.
Hon nira, me van chwa néi gi vé bd dd ngu va tdi khdng mudn 1am ba 4y phat dién.

| thought Vice Principal Roy was gonna let me off the hook, but then he pulled up my
record on his computer. He said my grades have been going downhill lately and that I'm
slipping in every subject. Then he said | haven't turned in a homework assignment for
three weeks.

T6i nghi Pho Hiéu trwdng Roy s& mién phat cho t6i, nhwng sau dé 6ng 4y da 3y lai hd
so cla toi trén may tinh cia minh. Ong ndi rang diém sbé cla t6i da di xubng dbc gan
day va rang tdi dang truot trong moi mén hoc. Sau do, 6ng ndi t6i da khong nop bai tap
vé nha trong ba tuan.

Well, that might be true, but ever since Fregley ditched my textbooks, it's been a little
hard for me to do my assignments.

Vang, diéu d6 co thé dung, nhuwng ké tir khi Fregley virt sach gido khoa cla toi, hoi khé
cho toi dé lam bai tap cta minh.

Then Vice Principal Roy totally dropped a bomb on me. He said that if | didn't improve
my grades in the next few weeks, | was gonna have to go to summer school.

Sau do, Pho Hiéu trudng Roy hoan toan thong bao mét tin s6c cho t6i. Ong &y noi rang
néu téi khong cai thién diém sb ctia minh trong vai tuan t&i, t6i sé phai di hoc he.

That got my attention. I've heard rumors about summer school, and it's not something |
really want to be a part of.

Biéu do khién t6i chl y. Téi d& nghe nhirng tin don vé truong hé, va do khong phai la
diéu t6i thwe sy mudn tham gia.

Dich b&i HuongLy Nguyen

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B31AzGIKnCls2BDFleOOWZQ2qTbOwuAavFFM
Xiyd_OE/edit?usp=sharing
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For one thing, | know they shot off the air -conditioning during the summer to save
money.

Vi moét |i do gi d6 toi biét dwoc ngudi ta cat gidm diéu hoa trong sudt mua he 1a dé tiét
kiém tién.

The classes are more like detention than school, and none of the regular teachers are
there. In fact, | heard the English teacher for summer school is the JANITOR.

Nhirng 16p hoc ¢6 vé gibng nhw cdm tu hon 1a trwéng hoc, va khéng gido vién thwdng
xuyé&n nao & dé. Thuc té 1a tdi nghe dwoc rang gido vién mén Tiéng Anh day hé &
trwdng 1a ngwdi BAO VE.

| don't know if Vice-Principal Roy was just trying to scare me, but if he was, it
WORKED. Because the thought of spending my summer vacation with Mr. Meeks is
enough to turn me into a straight-A student.

Téi khodng biét 1a c6 phai phé hiéu trudng Roy chi dang cd gang doa téi hay khéng niva,
nhwng néu co that, thi viéc doa do cé hiéu qua rdi. B&i vi y nghi danh ki nghi hé cla
minh v&i thay Meeks 1a di dé bién toi tré thanh hoc sinh loai A.

Thursday

I'm not really sure how my grades got so bad, because my year actually started off
pretty GOOD. In the first quarter | got A's and B's on my report card, and Mom even
took me out to get a hot-fudge sundae to celebrate my accomplishment.

Toéi khéng chéc 1a diém cua t6i lai t& nhw thé nao, bdi vi ndm hoc cda t6i khéi dau kha
thuan loi. Trong quy dau tién t6i da gianh diém A va B trong hoc ba ctia minh, va me da
dan toi di &n kem sundae dé chiuc mrng cho két qua cla ti.

Rodrick got in on the action, too, even though his report card that quarter was lousy.

Anh Rodrick ciing di theo mac du diém hoc ba clia anh 4y quy nay khéng dworc tét.



That taught me that even if you try your best, someone's just gonna mooch off your
hard work.

Diéu nay day cho tdi rang tham chi néu ban cé cb6 gang dén dau, mét ai do sé cuép di
cong strc do6 cua ban.

I know I'm not the best student or anything, but I've never had to worry about going to
SUMMER school.

Toi biét minh khéng phai 1a hoc sinh xuat sac nhat vé moi van dé nhuwng t6i chwa bao
gi® phai lo l&ng vé céac I&p hoc hé.

So this week I've been doing everything | can to get my situation under control. Mom
got me a set of used textbooks, and I've been catching up on my assignments every
night.

Vi thé tuan nay t6i dang lam moi viéc t6i cé thé dé kiém soat tinh canh ctia minh. Me da
giao cho t6i mét ddng bai tap, va téi phai tiép tuc hoan thanh bai tap hang dém.

But some of the classes I'm flunking don't even HAVE homework. One is music, and
my problem THERE is that | don't participate. None of the boys really do, which is why
Mrs. Norton comes right up in our faces and tries to get us to sing.

Tuy nhién moét sé I&p ma t6i trwot thi tham chi KHONG CO bai tap vé nha. Cé mot mén
la am nhac, van dé & day |a t6i khong tham gia. Khéng mét dra con trai nao thwc sy
tham gia, d6 13 li do ma thay Norton dén quan sat truc tiép biéu cam va né lwc cla
ching t6i dé xem chung t6i hat.

“Only inches away she, whales, you're a grand old flag for a high flying flag”.

Chi vai inch cach xa cé &y, nhirng con ca heo, ban 14 14 c& cii cho la c& bay cao”.

If Mr. Meeks is the ENGLISH teacher in summer school, then | don't even want to
imagine what music class looks like.

Néu thay Meeks la gido vién mén tiéng anh trong I&p hoc hé cla téi, thi t6i khéng mudn
twdng twong 1&p hoc am nhac d6 sé trong nhw thé nao.

| decided that starting, today | was gonna be Mrs. Norton's best student.



Téi quyét dinh la sé bat dau, hém nay t6i sé 1a hoc sinh xu4t sdc nhéat cta cd Norton.

So when she called my name at the start of class, | stood right up and belted out the
song we've been working on.

Vi thé khi cb gido goi tén t6i dau tién, da 1ap tlrc dirng I&n hat to bai hat ma chung téi
maoi vira luyén tap.

“There's a hole in the bucket dear Liza dear Liza there's a hole in the bucket, dear Liza
a hole!”

“Cé mot cai ld & trong x0, Liza oi Liza oi, c6 mét cai 16 & trong cai x6, Liza oi, mét cai
16!”.

Mrs. Norton waited until | was finished, then she said she wasn't asking me to SING,
she was just calling attendance.

C6 Norton da doi cho dén khi chang toi két thuc, sau d6 cé noi 1a cd sé khong yéu cau
td6i HAT, ma chi goi t6i cé mat ma thai.

All week, Mom's been helping me catch up on my missing homework assignments, but
the one thing she says I'm going to have to do on my OWN is the Science Fair project.
And that kind of stinks, because science isn't exactly my strong suit.

Subt ca tuan me da giup t6i theo kjp nhirng bai tap vé nha bij thiéu, nhung c6 moét diéu
ma me noi la téi sé phai lam la tw hoan thanh bai tap cia minh la dw an hdi cho khoa
hoc. Va diéu d6 that la kinh khiing b&i vi khoa hoc khéng phai la thé manh cla t6i.

For LAST year's Science Fair, my experiment was on metamorphosis. | collected a
dozen of so caterpillars and put them in a box with leaves to eat, and they all made
cocoons.

Vao hoi trai khoa hoc nam ngoai, thi nghiém cua téi 1a vé bién héa. Toéi da thu thap mot
ta4 nhirng con sdu buém va dat ching vao mét cai hdp véi nhirng chiée 1a 1am thire &n,
va tat ca ching déu lam thanh t6 kén.

My plan was to open the box at the EXACT moment they turned into butterflies and
blow the judges away.



Ké hoach cla toi 1a m& hdp dé ding luc ching chuyén héa thanh bwdm va bay vt Ién.

| worked hard on it, and even turned in my project a day EARLY. But | left the box with
the caterpillars on the heater in the Science classroom, and unfortunately that was the
end of that.

T6i da cb gang lam, va tham chi con ndp dw &n cla t6i sém hon moét ngay. Thé nhung
t6i da dat chiéc hdp do chira nhirng con sau buwém truéc phong khoa hoc, that khéng
may né lai trweng bay & cubi cung.

Today during recess | was in the library trying to get ideas for my Science Fair project,
and Betsy Buckles came in to say they needed me in the yearbook office.

HAm nay trong subt gi®r giai lao, t6i & thw vién dé cb géng tim ra y twdng cho dy an hoi
cho khoa hoc, va Betsy Buckles ciing dén dé néi rang ho can téi cé6 mét trong bo anh ki
yéu van phong.

She said the Class Favourites results were in, and she asked me to take pictures of the
winners.

Co &y bao |a két qua céc tiét muc dwoc yéu thich nhéat cac Iép da co va co hdi yéu cau
t6i chon nhirng birc tranh ctia ngudi chién thang.

| didn't bother to vote this year, so | wasn't even sure who was on the ballot. But once
the winners started filing in through the door, it wasn't too hard to figure out who had
won what.

T6i khoéng dinh bd phiéu cho nam nay, vi thé tdi khéng chéc ai la ngudi trong hé théng
bd phiéu. Nhwng mét khi nguoi chién thidng bat dau di qua clra, thi khéng qua khé dé
nhan ra ai la nguoi chién thang cai gi.

Most of the winners were exactly who you'd expect. Bryce Anderson won Best Hair,
Cecelia Faramir won Most Talented, and Jenna Stewart won Best Dressed.

HAu hét nhirng ngudi chién thédng chinh xac la nhirng ngudi ma ban da dw doan. Bryce
Anderson gianh giai téc dep nhat, Cecelia Faramir chién théng giai tai ndng nhét, va
Jenna Stewart chién théng gidi méac dep nhét.



The only REAL surprise was Liam Nelson, who won Best-Looking. But Liam works on
the yearbook staff and was in charge of counting up the votes, so something tells me he
fudged the results.

Diéu THU'C SU gay ngac nhién Ia Liam Nelson, ngwdi ma gianh gidi wa nhin nhat. Tuy
nhién Liam lai 14 nhan vién 1am cudn ki yéu va cé trach nhiém dém sé phiéu bau, vi thé
c6 diéu gi d6 mach bao toi 1a né gian 1an két qua.

When Fregley walked through the door, | got confused. The only category | could see
him winning was Class Clown, but | had just finished taking Jeffrey Laffrey’s picture.

Khi Fregley di qua clra, t6i hoi bdi rdi. Nném phan loai duy nhat ma t6i co thé thay duoc
la né chién thang duoc 1a 1&p hoc vé hé, nhwng t6i vira két thic chon anh cla Jeffrey
Laffrey.

So | looked over the list Betsy gave me and found out Fregley had been voted MOST
POPULAR. But the way things have been going lately, | guess | shouldn't have been
surprised.

Vi thé t6i liéc qua danh sach ma Besty dwa cho t6i va thay dwoc Fregley dwoc Gng ho
la nhiéu nhat. Tuy nhién cach ma moi thi dién ra gan day, t6i doan la minh da khéng

nén ngac nhién.

| don't know how he did it but he finally got his belly button to blow a chewing gum
bubble.

Téi khodng biét cach ma né lam dwoc diéu d6 nhwng cudi cung né cling ¢é chiéc clc &o
dé thdi bong keo cao su.

| was already in a pretty bad mood when the last two people walked in the room to
have their picture taken.

Tam trang toi thwe sw rat té khi hai ngudi cudi cung di vao trong phong da cé bire anh
duwoc chon lay di.

I looked down at the printout, and when | scanned all the way to the bottom, | felt sick.
T6i nhin xubng cai may fax, khi t6i lwét xudng day, t6i hoi sbc.

Cutest -couple Rowley Jefferson + Abigail Brown



Cap dbi dang yéu nhéat Rowley Jefferson va Abigail Brown.

I've had to do some unpleasant things in my life, but believe me NOTHING compares
to what | had to suffer through today.

T6i phéi lam nhirng thir khdng hé tha vi trong cudc ddi ctia minh, nhung tin t6i di
KHONG CO GI c6 thé sanh cung v&i diéu ma toi phai trai qua hém nay.

After that | officially resigned as yearbook photographer and turned in my camera.
Because really, there's only so much one person can take.

Sau d6 t6i chinh thirc tlr bd céng viéc nhw ngudi chup &nh ki yéu va tap trung vao may
anh cla toi, B&i vi thwe s ma ndi chi cé duy nhat mét nguwdi céd thé chup duoc.

Dich b&i Trinh Minh Phuwong

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ygSyn3euRHWM87dX7KYO0JkJRHLQIP50QPd
260eBVGo/edit?usp=sharing

Page 192 - Dich bé&i HuongLy Nguyen
Monday
The hai

Things have really fallen apart from me ever since | dropped my Magic 8 Ball in Mrs.
Merritt's class.

Moi thir da thwe sw sup dd tir t6i ké tr khi tdi lam roi qua béng sb 8 than ki cta t6i trong
|&p cia ba Merritt.

After Vice Principal Roy gave it back to me, | noticed it seemed a lot lighter. It turned out
when it hit the floor it cracked and the blue liquid behind the little window leaked out. So
that meant it was totally useless.

Sau khi Pho Hiéu truéng Roy tra lai cho toi, t6i nhan thy né cé vé nhe hon rat nhiéu.
Héa ra khi né dap xudng san noé bi nirt va chat I1dng mau xanh phia sau ctra s6 nhd bj ro
ri. Dieu dé c6 nghia la n6é hoan toan vé dung.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yqSyn3euRHWM87dX7KYO0JkJRHLQ9P5oQPd26oeBVGo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yqSyn3euRHWM87dX7KYO0JkJRHLQ9P5oQPd26oeBVGo/edit?usp=sharing

| ended up tossing it over Gramma's fence on the way home from school that day. But
lately I've missed having, it because I've had some really tricky decisions to make.

Cudi cuing t6i da ném n6 qua hang rao cda ba ndi trén duong vé nha tir ngay hom do.
Nhwng gan day t6i da bé 1&, bdi vi téi da cd mot sé quyét dinh thue sy kho khan dé
thwe hién.

| finally caught up on my missing homework assignments, but my Science Fair project is
due on Thursday, and | still don't even have an idea for it yet.

Cudi cuing t6i da bat kip bai tap vé nha bi thiéu clia t6i, nhung dw an Hoi che Khoa hoc
cla téi la vao th& nam, va t6i van chwa c6 mét y twéng cho no.

So | thought of Erick Glick. I've always heard he could hook you up with an old
assignment if you were in a pinch, and | figured maybe he could even get his hands on
a Science Fair project.

Vi vay, toi ngh vé Erick Glick. T6i luén nghe rang cau &y cé thé két ndi ban voi mot bai
tap cl néu ban dang & trong luc cap thiét, va téi nght cé 1€ cau ay tham chi cé thé cé
dwoc mét dw an Hoi chg Khoa hoc.

But still, | didn't know if | wanted to get involved with a shady character like Erick. This
was just the kind of decision I'd ordinarily leave up to the Magic 8 Ball, but today | was
totally on my own.

Nhwng téi van khéng biét minh c6 mudn tham gia v&i mét nhan vat mé am n’hu’ Er‘ick
hay khéng. Day chi la loai quyét dinh khi ma t6i thwo'ng dwa vao qua béng so 8 than ki,
nhwng hém nay t6i hoan toan la tw ban than minh.

| was pretty desperate, though, so at recess | found Erick hanging out behind the school
and told him about my situation.

Toi da kha tuyét vong, méc,du yéy, trong gi® nghi giai lao t6i thay Erick lang thang phia

sau trrong va noéi voi cau ay ve tinh hinh cua toi.

Erick said he could take care of me. He did some kind of secret knock on the door a few
feet away that had no handle on it. Then the door opened from the inside.

Erick noi cau ay c6 thé gilp t6i. Cau ay da g6 mot so tiéng gé clra bi mat trén canh clra
cach dé vai bwédc ma khdng coé tay cam. Roi canh clra mé ra tir bén trong.

It took a minute for my eyes to adjust to the darkness. The room was apparently some

kind of storage area, and there were half a dozen kids crowded around a desk with a
pile of papers on it.



Phai mat mot phut dé mat toi diéu chinh voi bong toi. Cén phong duong nhw 1a moét khu
vyre lwu trir nao do, va cé nira ta tré em dong duc quanh ban véi mot dong giay to trén
do.

There were old book reports and history papers, and a bunch of other stuff, too.

C6 cac bao cao sach cii va cac gidy to lich str, va mot ddng cac thir khac niva.

The person who seemed to be in charge was Dennis Denard, who's in eighth grade but
got held back twice. I'm guessing he stayed in middle school on purpose because he's
got such a good racket going on.

Ngwoi dwong nhw chiu trach nhiém Ia Dennis Denard, ngwoi dang hoc 16p tam nhuwng
bi Iwu ban hai lan. Téi doan anh ay & trwd'ng trung hoc véi muc dich vi anh ay dang co

mot mdi 1am &n tot.

Erick told Dennis | needed a Science Fair project, and he took me to a separate area in
the back where there were shelves of old ones.

Erick néi v&i Dennis t6i can mot dw an Hoi cho’ Khoa hoc, va anh 4y dwa toi dén mét
khu virc riéng biét & phia sau, noi cé nhirng ké sach cd.

As far as | could tell, the better the project, the more it cost.
Theo nhw tdi c6 thé noi, dw an cang tét thi cang tén kém.

One of the projects seemed kind of familiar, and when | took a closer look | knew why. It
was Rodrick’s Science Fair project from when he was in middle school.

M6t trong nhirng dw an cd vé quen thudc, va khi téi nhin kj hon, t6i da biét tai sao. Do
la dw an Hoi chg Khoa hoc ctia Rodrick tir khi con hoc trung hoc.

| remember Rodrick working on that one. His idea was to see if different types of music
have an effect on how fast flowers grow.

To6i nhé Rodrick da lam cai d6. Y twdng clia anh ay la dé xem liéu cac loai nhac khac
nhau cé anh hudng dén viéc hoa phat trién nhanh hay khong.

So he put a potted flower in every place in the house where there was music.
Vi vay, anh 4y d&t mot chau hoa & moi noi trong nha, noi cé am nhac.

The flowers all died within two weeks, and Rodrick thought the music killed them. But
Mom told him the reason the plants died was because he never watered them.



Nhing bong hoa da chét trong vong hai tuan, va Rodrick nght rang am nhac da giét
chét chung. Nhwng me néi véi anh ay ly do cay chét la vi anh ay khéng bao gid tudi
nwéc cho chung.

| don't know if seeing Rodrick’s old project is what did it, but | started having second
thoughts about this whole thing. | think Dennis and Erick could tell | was getting cold
feet, because they pressured me to make a decision.

Toi khong biét néu nhin thay dw an cl cda Rodrick 1a né da lam gi, nhwng t6i bat dau co
nhi*ng suy nght thir hai vé toan b diéu nay. Téi nght Dennis va Erick c6 thé ndi rang toi
da mat di dling khi, b&i vi ho da ép téi phai ra quyet dinh.

| told Dennis | didn't have any money on me and then | come back tomorrow.

T6i néi véi Dennis t6i khdng c6 tién trén ngwoi va sau do t6i quay lai vao ngay mai.

Erick told me to turn my pockets inside out to prove it, but | noticed the door to the
outside was open to crack and | bolted.

Erick noi véi toi 16n tai cha tdi ra ngoai dé chirng minh diéu do, nhwng téi nhan thay
canh clra bén ngoai da duwgc mo va toéi da chay tron.

I'm not sure I'm ready to get involved for the Dennis Denards and Eric Glicks of the
world anyway. Because once you take that first step, there's no turning back.

Téi khdng chac minh da s&n sang tham gia vao thé gi¢i ctia Dennis Denards va Eric
Glicks chwa. B&i vi mot khi ban thyc hién bwédc dau tién do, khéng cé dwdong quay tré
lai.

Wednesday

Tho tw

Well, | didn't see this coming. One week after Rowley and Abigail got voted Cutest
Couple, word on the playground is that they are through.

Vang, t6i khong thay diéu nay dén. Mot tuan sau khi Rowley va Abigail dwoc binh chon
la Cap déi dang yéu nhat, tin don trén san choi la ho da chia tay.

| heard that Abigail is back with her old boyfriend, Michael Sampson, and people are
saying the only reason she got together with Rowley in the first place was to make
Michael jealous.



T6i nghe noi Abigail da tré Iaj VO pan trai cli cGia c6 Ay, Michael Sampson, Vé’ moi
nguwoi dang noi ly do duy nhat cb ay gap gé cung Rowley ngay tr dau la khién Michael
ghen tudng.

Apparently, it worked. But from what | heard, the way Rowley found out was kind of
harsh.

R rang, né cd hiéu qua. Nhuwng tir nhirng gi té6i nghe dwoc, cach Rowley phat hién ra
kha la khac nghiét.

But | can't spend a lot of time feeling sorry for Rowley, because I've got problems of my
own.

Nhung t6i khong thé danh nhiéu thoi gian dé cam thay tiéc cho Rowley, bai vi toi co
van dé véi chinh minh.

Yesterday | had to stay after school for the second day in a row doing research for my
Science Fair project, which is due tomorrow.

HAm qua t6i phai & lai trworng sau ngay thir hai lién tiép 1am nghién ctru cho dw an Hoi
chg Khoa hoc cua t6i, cai ma sé dén vao ngay mai.

And by the way, I'm glad | decided not to go the Dennis Denard route, because today
somebody tipped off a teacher, and a bunch of the faculty members staged a raid on
the storage room.

Va nhan tién, t6i rat vui vi tdi da quyét dinh khéng di theo con dwéng Dennis Denard,
b&i vi hdm nay ai d6 da mach véi mot gido vién, va mét nhém gidng vién da té chire
mot cudc dot kich vao phong lwu trir.

Dich b&i Nguyen Huong Ly

Link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uJLJtY -uiOKQ5Qn51eo0gNy4w6B8rujiXV8VOQT
APzSQ/edit?usp=sharing
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The kids who got caught were given detention for the rest of the year, and I'm sure the
punishment includes an automatic trip to summer school.

Nhikng dira tré bi bat da bi phat trong thoi gian con lai clia nam, va toi chac chan hinh
phat bao gdom mét chuyén di tw dong dén trwdng hé.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uJLJtY_-ui0KQ5Qn51eogNy4w6B8rujXV8VOQTAPzSQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uJLJtY_-ui0KQ5Qn51eogNy4w6B8rujXV8VOQTAPzSQ/edit?usp=sharing

I've still got a chance to get out of summer school, and | really hope | do, because |
don't want to be staring at Dennis Denard’s sweaty back for the rest of the summer.

Toi van co co hoi thoat khoi trwdng hé, va t6i thwe sw hi vong minh sé lam dwoc, bdi vi
t6i khéng muodn nhin cham cham vao cai lwng day mo héi ctia Dennis Denard cho dén
hét mua heé.

Thursday
Th nam

| worked on my Science Fair project yesterday from the time | got home until 11:30 at
night. I wouldn't say my project is gonna win the Nobel Prize or anything, but | was
proud of myself for actually getting it done.

Téi da tiép tuc dw an hoi cho khoa hoc ngay hém qua ké tir khi téi vé nha cho dén‘
11:30 dém. T6i sé I§h6ng néi dw an cua t6i sé€ gianh dwoc giai Nobel hay bat ci dieu gi,
nhwng t6i tw hao vé ban than minh vi thwc sy hoan thanh né.

| think Mom was happy, too. But after | was finished, she went over the requirements
that Mrs. Abbington sent home, and it said in big bold letters that the written report had
to be typed.

T6i nght me cling hanh phuc. Nhwng sau khi t6i da hoan thanh, ba 4y luot qua cac yéu
cé,u ma ba Abbington g vé nha, va né néi bang nhirng chir in dam I&n la bao cao da
viét phai dwoc danh may.

Mom said there was no use complaining, and that | needed to get started on typing up
the report.

Me néi phan nan |a vé ich, va téi can bat dau danh may ban bao céo.

But | had already spent all my energy getting to that point, so | told Mom | was gonna go
to sleep and wake up extra early to get the work done.

Nhung t6i da danh tat ca nang lwgng clia minh cho dén thoi diém do, vi vay toi da noi
v&i me rang tdi sé di ngul va thirc day sém dé hoan thanh céng viéc.

| set my alarm for 6:00, but when | woke up this morning it was 8:10. | totally freaked out
because | didn't remember hitting the snooze bar even once.

T6i dat bao thtre 6:00, nhwng khi toi thirc day sang nay thi da 8:10. To6i hoan toan
hoang so vi t6i khdng nh& da dap thanh bao lai du chi mét 1an.



| knew | was in trouble because | had to leave for school in twenty minutes and there
was no way | could type it up before then.

Toi biét tdi dang gap rac réi vi téi phai di hoc trong hai mwoi phit niva va khéng cé cach
nao tdi cé thé danh may noé truéc do.

But when | went downstairs my Science Fair project was sitting on the kitchen table,
and the whole thing was typed.

Nhwng khi téi xudng ciu thang, du an hoi cho khoa hoc cua t6i dang & trén ban bép, va
toan bé moi thir da dwoc danh may.

For a second | thought maybe the Science Report Fairy had come in overnight and
sprinkled some pixie dust on the pages, but then | realized it was Mom.

Trong mét gidy, t6i nghi co 1& ba tién bao cao khoa hoc da dén vao budi dém va rdc mot
it bui tién 1én cac trang giay, nhwng sau do t6i nhan ra dé la me.

| went up to her room to thank her, but she was out cold.

Téi Ién phong ba 8y dé cdm on, nhwng ba 4y dang ngu.

| handed in my Science Fair project during second period, and | felt like a huge weight
had been lifted off my shoulders. For the rest of the day, | actually enjoyed myself at
school.

Toi da nép dy an hoi chg khqa hoc cia minh trong giai doan th'l:I’ hai, Vé‘ t6i cdm thay
nhw mot trong lwgng khong 16 da dwgc nang 1én khdi vai t6i. DOi v&i phan con lai clia
ngay, t6i thwc sy vui vé & treong.

Rowley, on the other hand, was not doing so good.

Rowley, mat khac, khéng lam tét 1am.

At recess he just wandered around with a dazed look on his face, and once or twice |
saw him near the Find a Friend station.

Vao gi® gidi lao, cau 4y chi di lang thang xung quanh vé&i mét cai nhin ngo’ ngac trén
khuén mat cia minh, va mét hoac hai lan t6i thay cau ay gan tram Tim mt nguwoi ban.

| thought about going over and talking to him, but Mr. Nern beat me to it.

Téi nght vé viéc di qua va néi chuyén véi cau 4y, nhwng 6ng Nern da danh bai toi voi
viéc do.



The more | thought about it, the more | realized me and Rowley are probably better off
not being friends anyway. We've been going back and forth for so long that enough is
enough already.

Téi cang nghi vé né, t6i cang nhéq ra téi va Rowley c6 1& tot hon 1a khéng phai la ban
bé. Chung t6i da qua lai qua lau dén mdrc du roi.

But seeing Rowley play checkers on the bench with Mr. Nern made me feel really guilty.

Nhwng nhin thdy Rowley choi c& trén bang ghé dw bi véi 6ng Nern 1am téi cam thay
thwe sw co 16i.

| couldn't decide what to do about Rowley, so | went to the one place where | knew |
could get an answer.

Toi khong thé quyét dinh phai lam gi véi Rowley, vi vay toi da di den mét noi ma toi biét
toi c6 thé nhan dwoc cau tra 1.

On the way home from school | stopped by Gramma's house to see if | could find the
Magic 8 Ball in her backyard. | knew it was broken, but | thought somehow | could get
one more good answer out of it.

Trén duong tr trudng vé nha, t6i dirng lai & nha ba noi dé xem liéu t6i co thé tim thay
qua bong s6 8 than ki & san sau cla ba khong. Toi biét né da bi héng, nhwng t6i nght
bang cach nao do téi cé thé nhan dwoc mét cau tra 1&i tot hon tir no.

It took a long time, but | finally found it near the wood pile.

Phai méat mét thdi gian dai, nhwng cudi cing téi da tim thay né gan déng ci.

| was ready to concentrate real hard and ask my question, but that's when | noticed
something green and shiny poking out from under a log.

T6i da san §éng dé tap trung thwc sy khé khan va dat cau héi cla téi, nhwng do la [(hi
t6i nhan thay mot cai gi dé mau xanh la cay va sang bong 10 ra tr dwéi mét khuc go.

| forgot all about the Magic 8 Ball and went for the plastic egg.
T6i quén tat ca vé qua bong sb 8 than ki va dén chdé qua tri'ng nhua.

| gave it a little shake, and when | heard the sound it made, | knew exactly what was
inside.

Téi ldc nhe mét chut, va khi téi nghe thdy am thanh dworc tao ra, t6i biét chinh xac cai gi
bén trong.



| couldn't believe the Magic 8 Ball had led me directly to Meemaw's diamond ring. It
probably figured it owed me one for everything that's happened recently.

Toi khong thé tin rang qué bong so 8 than ki da dwa toi trurc tiép dén chiéc nhan kim
cwong ctia Meemaw. C6 thé nhan thay né no téi cho tat ca moi thir da xay ra gan day.

Once | knew | had Meemaw's ring, a million thoughts went through my head, and most
of them involved a jet pack.

Mat khi t6i biét toi da co chiéc nhan clia Meemaw, mét triéu y nght luét qua dau toi, va
hau hét chung déu lién quan den may bay phan Iyc.

But | remember what Mom said would happen if someone actually found the ring. And
even though | could probably sell it for good money, it's not worth breaking up the family
over it.

Nhung t6i nhé' nhirng gi me ndi & xay ra néu ai d6 thwe sy tim thay chiéc nhan. Va
mac du téi co6 thé ban nd voi so tién tot, nhwng cling khdng dang dé pha v& gia dinh.

So | took the egg and hid it where nobody will find it, or at least not for a while. But if I'm
ever hard up for cash, | know | can always go to the spot between Tickles number four
and five to get me out of the jam.

Vi vay, toi lay qua trirng va giau no, noi khong ai tim thay n6, hogc it nhat Ia khong lau.
Nhwng néu téi khé tinh tién mat, toi biét toi ludn c6 the di dén ché gitra Tickles s6 bon
va nam dé g& roi.

Monday

Th hai

The Magic 8 Ball might be good for helping out with the little decisions, but | figure the
big ones are up to me.

Qua bong s6 8 than ki co thé tot cho viéc gilip d& voi nhitng quyét dinh nho, nhung toi
nght rang nhirng quyét dinh I&n tuy thudc vao téi.

So at lunch today | went to the back of the line where Rowley was sitting and asked him
if he wanted to come sit with me. And five seconds later it was just like old times.

Vi vay, vao bira an trwa hdm nay téi da di dén phia sau ciia hang noi Rowley dang ngoi
va hdi cau ay néu cau ay muon den ngoi voi téi. Va nam gidy sau né giong nhw nhirng
lan ca.



| know Mom's always saying friends come and go and family is forever, and maybe
that's true.

T6i biét me ludn ndi rang ban bé dén va di va gia dinh 1a mai mai, va co 1& do 1a sy that.

But your family isn't gonna be there when Meckley Mingo chases you with his belt on
your way home from school.

Nhwng gia dinh cla ban s€ khong & d6 khi Meckley Mingo dubi theo v&i that lwng cla
anh ta trén dwong tlr trwd'ng vé nha.

I'm sure me and Rowley will get in another fight somewhere down the road and then
we'll go through this drama all over again. But for now, we're good.

T6i chac chén rang tdi va Rowley sé tham gia mot cudc chién khac & dau do trén
dwong va sau dé chang téi sé trai qua bién co nay mét lan nira. Nhwng bay gi¢, ching
t6i 6n.

Or at least until the yearbook comes out. But | figure we can always deal with that later
on.

Hoc it nhat Ia cho dén khi nién gidm duoc xuat ban. Nhung toi ngh ching t6i lun cé
thé doi pho véi diéu do sau nay.

THE END.
Dich b&i HuongLY Nguyen

Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11F-MkMm6zc6bLjoEADPp8biy9BbazUIAbMoTwg

ce2fl/edit?usp=sharing

® Gigi thiéu vé Group ECCYL (English Can Change Your Life)
http://bit.ly/2mNGFnL

® Quy trinh tham gia déng gép bai dich thuat cho group ECCYL
http://bit.ly/2JTblaL

® Téng hop cac bai chia sé anh Thomas Amstrong
http://bit.ly/2L KThH2
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Hién tai minh thy cac group tw hoc trén mang hién nay da s6 déu quéng céo, PR Ia
chinh cher it c6 group nao giup d& nhau tw hoc that sy nén minh va nhom
#learnvocabinieltsreading (ECCYL) da thanh Iap 1 sb group tw hoc sau:

1. Group song ngir Anh Viét: http://bit.ly/2wisPP4

2. Group song ngir Phap Viét: http://bit.ly/2MXOQMC

3. Group song ngir Hoa Viét: http://bit.ly/2wfe7Zp

4. Group tw hoc Writing IELTS Task 2: http://bit.ly/2LsywPr

Link folder ebook cac tap trudec:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vEnpmnavxwOf6fk_UxbwVylg5SMpzsrX?usp=sharing
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