Colt M4 and M4A1 carbine / assault rifle (USA) 


[image: image1.jpg]



M4 carbine with older style M203 40mm grenade launcher. Buttstock is fully collapsed.
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M4A1 carbine with RIS-mounted forward handgrip and the AN-PVS4 night vision sight

Click here to see the the SOPMOD M4A1 kit (54 Kb JPEG, will open in new window)

Caliber: 5.56mm NATO 
Action: Gas operated, rotating bolt
Overall length: 838 mm (stock extended); 757 mm (stock fully collapsed)
Barrel length: 370 mm
Weight: 2.52 kg without magazine; 3.0 kg with magazine loaded with 30 rounds 
Rate of fire: 700 - 950 rounds per minute 
Maximum effective range: 360 m 
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	MAG AR-15 .223 Orlite 30 Round Refinished Israeli Excellent
This is an original Orlite 30 round magazine for AR-15 or M-16 .223 rifles, it is used and refurbished to new condition. These magazine will not fit the Bushmaster series of rifles. These look in new condition and are Pre-ban and legal to own. High Capacity cannot ship to CA, MD, HI, MA. NJ. The Orlite magazine was developed by the Israeli Defense Force, they are made of a steel reinforce fiberglass resin and are extremely durable and reliable. This magazine will in all AR-15/M-16 variants.
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	Mag AR-15 M-16 30-Rd 223 Steel Blue PreBan Legal to Own New
This is a pre-ban 30 round magazine for AR-15 or M-16 rifles. This is a blued steel magazine, Various Manufactures This is a high capacity magazine. CANNOT ship to California, Maryland, Hawaii, MA. and NJ.
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	Mag AR-15 M-16 40-Rd 223 Steel Blue PreBan Legal to Own New
Steel factory sized magazine by Various manufacturers. Blued steel magazine, steel baseplate, plastic follower, 40 round capacity. Pre-Ban magazine. This is a high capacity magazine, CANNOT ship California, Maryland, Hawaii, Massachusetts and New Jersey.
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The Colt company developed various carbine versions of the basic AR-15 / M16 rifle since 1970s. These carbines were intended for all markets - military, law enforcement, civilian. US Military (and some other armies, most notably - Israeli Self-Defense Forces) had adopted the Colt CAR-15 Commando and XM-177 carbines during the 1970s and 1980s. But early in 1990s the old idea of replacing the pistols in the hands of the troops with some more effective, shoulder fired weapon, rise again in the heads of the US Military. In fact, this idea can be dated back to the US M1 Carbine of 1941, but good ideas never die. So, in the 1994, US Army adopted the Colt Model 720 selective-fire carbine (basically, a shortened M16A2 rifle), as the US M4 Carbine. This weapon was intended to replace in service some M9 pistols, as well as some aged M3A1 submachine guns and some M16A2 rifles. New weapon was much more handy and comfortable to carry, than the long M16A2 rifle, so the US Special Operations Command (SOCOM) put its eye on the M4 as a possible universal weapon for all Special Operations community. For this purpose M4 was latter modified with the M16A3-style flat-top receiver with integral Picatinny-type accessory rail instead of the M16A2/M4-type integral carrying handle. The other change in the M4A1, when compared to M4, is that its trigger unit is modified to fire full-auto instead of the three shots bursts. Specially for the SOCOM M4A1s US Naval Surface Warfare Center developed a SOPMOD M4 kit, that consisted of the M4A1 carbine equipped with Rail Interface System (RIS) instead of the standard handguards. The kit also includes a variety of the add-on goodies, such as various sights (ACOG 4X telescopic, ACOG Reflex red-dot, detachable back-up open sights), laser pointers (visible and infra-red), detachable sound suppressor (silencer), modified M203 40mm grenade launcher (with shortened barrel and improved sights). The kit also included a detachable front grip and tactical light.  

From the first sight, the M4A1 SOPMOD is an ideal Special Operations weapon - handy, flexible, with good firepower. But the latest experience in the Afghanistan showed that the M4 has some flaws. First of all, the shorter barrel commands the lower bullet velocities, and this significantly decreased the effective range of the 5.56mm bullet. Second, the M4 barrel and the forend rapidly overheats. Third, the shortened barrel resulted in the shortened gas system, which works under greater pressures, than in M16A2 rifle. This increases the rate of fire and produces more stress on the moving parts, decreasing the reliability. While adequate as a Personal Defense Weapon for the non-infantry troops (vehicle crews, clerks, staff officers etc), M4A1 is, by some accounts, less than ideal for the Special Operations troops, at least in its present state. The idea of the complete re-arming of the US Army with the M4 as a money-saving measure, also is somewhat dubious. 

Technical description.
The M4 carbine differs from the M16A2 rifle only by having a shorter barrel and a telescoped, 4-position buttstock. The M4A1 is a similar modification of the M16A3 rifle, so for general technical description please refer to the M16 article on this site

_1161145966.unknown

_1161145968.unknown

_1161145969.unknown

_1161145967.unknown

_1161145962.unknown

_1161145964.unknown

_1161145965.unknown

_1161145963.unknown

_1161145960.unknown

_1161145961.unknown

_1161145959.unknown

_1161145957.unknown

