Vibrancy in Stone

51. Wrestlers
Khuong My, Quang Nam

10® century
Sandstone: H.102 cm; W.159 cm; D.53 cm
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ocated at Tam Xuidn commune, Tam

Ky city, Quang Nam province, the site

of Khuong My today consists of three
standing temples. Though several architectural
elements have suffered from extensive erosion,
the remaining structures and foliate decorative
motifs indicate that this temple complex was
constructed between the 9" and 10% centuries."
French officials collected a number of objects at
this site in the late of the 19" century. This relief
was reportedly discovered by L. Finot and L. de
Lajonquiere in 1899. It was first sent to Musée
de I'Ecole in Sai Gon, and then re-distributed to
Musée de Tourane in 19182

Like the Polo Players [BTC 38-24.4], the
relief once could have adorned a temples
staircase or foundation. Parmentier noted the
remains of stairs on the far side.” Its square surface

shows two wrestlers in symmetrical and dynamic
poses. Facing forward, they fight with knees bent.
Their inner hands grasp the other’s thigh, while
the outer ones are braced at head level, and hold
scarve-like objects — Parmentier called the straps
- whose purpose is unknown. Given its place of
discovery, the relief is dated to the 10" century
and attributed to the Khuong My style. However
hardly could any defining characteristics of this
art phase be discerned on the relief, except the



