Vibrancy in Stone

16. Buddha

Dbong Duong, Quing Nam
9*-10™ century
Sandstone: H. 158 cm

(torso and legs);
W. 106 cm; D. 86 cm
BTC 183-13.5
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his monumental Buddha statue was

reportedly found in two parts: the legs

buried under the rubble of courtyard
III of Pong Duong Buddhist monastery,
while the torso lay in the central temple of
the courtyard 1. The head was lost before the
statue was accessioned to the museum in 1938S.!
The present head, seen here, is a replica of the
Buddha head [Lsb 21185] currently on display
at the National Museum of Vietnam History
in Ha Noi.* In all probability, this masterpiece

of Champa Buddhist art, in terms of identity

and iconography, represents either S&kyamuni
Buddha or Maitreya.

Stylistically, the statue, excluding the head,
has some characteristics of Chinese Buddhist
traditions in terms of garment, sitting posture
and hand gesture.’ The Buddha’s robes include
the outer garment (uftamsar'tga) draping over
the left shoulder and running over his knee,
revealing the under garment (antaravasaka)
at the ankles. The right arm and shoulder is



