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Meanwhile, the figure of the dancing Shiva found at Thap Mam (N45) as compared with those of the previous peri-
ods, is displayed in a rational and formal form. Most likely, this image was made to show Shiva himself as the Destroyer
with his weapons rather than to express the significance of his cosmic dance. This dance is called Anandatandava mean-
ing the Dance of Bliss in Sanskrit, and symbolizes the rhythm and harmony of life that consists of both creation and
destruction.

Though the objects presented in this book are not a great number and not representative of all styles of Champa sculp-
ture and historical periods, they are highly valuable in studying and understanding the Champa art.

M A. Pham Thuy Hop
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