In the last ten years, ceramics recovered from the shipwrecks off the Viet
Nam coast have provided new and valuable evidence for the study of the
historical trade route on the South China Sea, the development of
Vietnamese and Thai ceramic industries, and the economic and cultural
interrelations between China, Viet Nam, Thailand, and Europe.

In particular, the recovery of the Cu Lao Cham cargo is of remark-
able significance. The great amounts of Vietnamese ceramics, their rich-
ness of form and decoration and their recognizable identity, show an
unprecedented development of the Vietnamese ceramic industry in the
fifteenth century, the Golden Age of Viet Nam.

Comparative studies of Chinese, Vietnamese, and Thai shipwrecks
and their recovered ceramics are providing good data for a new recon-
struction and broader understanding of the cultural history of Viet Nam

and Southeast Asia.
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