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17. BEADS

Sa Huynh site, 5th century B.C.—1st century A.D.
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Beads of various materials—stone, agate,
red, white, and blue glass—were exca-
vated in burial jars of the Sa Huynh cul-
ture.25 Analysis of glass from one Sa Huynh
site, which shows the glass to be lead-
free, and the remains of blue glass in one
jar, indicate the presence of local glass
production.2¢ To the south, archaeologists
discovered evidence of glass production
at the Sa Huynh site of Giong Ca Vo (on
the outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City), where
glass beads, bracelets, and bicephelous
ear ornaments were discovered. While
the earliest glass beads found in South-
east Asia were of foreign production,
by the early centuries A.D. they were
being produced locally.?” Glass bead pro-
duction in Thailand also dates to this
early period.2®

The beads vary in size, shape, and
color; the color ranges from a turquoise to
a deep lapis lazuli blue. One could sug-
gest that the deep blue might have been
popular as a substitute for the coveted
lapis lazuli. Scientific analysis of beads
from the site of Giong Ca Vo, in southern
Viet Nam, indicates the blue beads found
at that site are high in potash and are
colored with cobalt and manganese;
Bellina and Glover believe potash beads,
as opposed to the mixed-alkali beads
found in Southeast Asia, were locally pro-
duced.?® As noted above, that site also
shows evidence of glass production
(not seen at Sa Huynh, where these beads
were found), though Francis indicates
most local glass appears to be black or
dark green, probably colored with iron.3°
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