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COCHIN-CHINA :

A SEAMAN’S NARRATIVE OF ADVENTURE.

CHAPTER L

Arrival at Hong-kong.—Crews discharged.—Dislike of British Sea-
men to the Government Service.—Buildings and Population of
Victoria.—Hong-kong Harbour and Shipping.—Situation in the
Police Force.—Sook-ham-poo.—Chinese Disturbance.—Engage-
ment as Master of a Chinese * Lorcha.”—Resignation of the
Police Employment.

MaNY modern authors of eminent ability have em-
ployed their time and talents in writing tales of  those
who go down to the great sea in ships,” but they have
generally taken for their hero some fierce and bloody
pirate, or daring and desperate smuggler of a past age.
Such lawless characters, however, may still be found,
engaged in that iniquitous traffic, the slave-trade, or
pursuing their avocation on the coast of China, with
all the cruelty and wickedness for which their prede-
cessors were so notorious.

It is true that, by going back to a distant period for
their themes, they have a more widely-extended field
for the play of their imaginations, and are less liable
to severe criticism, on the score of consistency; but

1



2 CREWS DISCHARGED.

at the same time they have less hold on the feelings of
their readers; for when perusing a tale of the present
time, instead of thinking of the characters, the inci-
dents, and the scenes, as things that were, or might
have been a century or two ago, we are vividly im-
pressed with the fact, that even now events equally
startling, deeds as dark and desperate, scenes more
horrible, may be enacting on the bosom or the borders
of a distant part of the same ocean, that laves with its
salt waters the shores of our own happy land.

But the present will recede tco far into the past, if
we lengthen our introduction, so let us proceed to our
story at once.

It fell to my lot, along with many other British sea-
men, to be * hard up” on the beach at Hong-kong, in
October 1856. . |

Owing to hostilities having commenced between the
British and Chinese authorities at Canton, commercial
business in the south of China had almost sustained
its death-blow, and there was little prospect of any
revival for some considerable time. The merchant
ships had to leave the ports of Canton and Whampoo,
and come to Hong-kong. All those that had been
waiting for cargoes of tea and silk, being bound for
Europe or for the United States, were manned by
Europeans. In many instances, these were discharged,
and the vessels were either laid up in this harbour, or
went out on the coasting trade with a crew of Lascars.

I was discharged from one of these vessels, and



DISLIKE TO GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 3

thrown upon my own resources in the inhospitable
colony of Hong-kong.

The privation and distress to which British seamen
were subjected at this period were very great. More
than three hundred British and American seamen were
thrown out of employment. Many could not find ac-
commodation in the boarding houses; some were lodged
at the police station, while others took refuge in mat
sheds out at West Point, or lay in unfinished buildings,
or wherever they could find shelter.

Fortunately, I was not doomed to remain long out
of employment ; for, a vacancy having occurred in the
Police force, I applied for the situation, and obtained
it. Although the pay was very small, anything was
preferable to remaining in an idle and destitute con-
dition.

Shortly afterwards, the British naval authorities
advertized for volunteers, and many able seamen joined
Her Majesty’s ships; though not from any affection
for the service; some of them detested it, and would
not have entered it, however high a bounty or wages
were offered them, if they could have obtained other
and “ free employment.” And why do the mercantile
seamen of Great Britain dislike the Government Ser-
vice? This question has been often asked in both
Houses of Parliament; and all their legislation has
not abolished the one great cause, namely, that most
ignominious of all punishments, FLogaING !

Within the last twenty-five years, free schools, Sun-
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CHINESR COMPASS AND NAVIGATION. 18

it made her luff up again and nearly broach-to. Had
not our ca-ba-sa, or helmsman, kept his weather eye
open, and looked out for these squalls, we should cer-
tainly have lost a spar or two.

Many small vessels have been thrown on their beam
ends, through careless steering, and from the helms-
man not keeping a good look-out. After passing under
the lee of a high hill, and then coming to an open ‘space,
where the whole strength of the north-east monsoon
catches the vessel, perhaps close hauled, with all sail
set, she must then either go on her beam ends, or lose
some of her spars. But if the helmsman puts the tiller
down (a-lee) in time, she will luff up and shake it out,
when sail can be reduced if necessary.

We got clear of the Lymoon by nine o’clock, a.m., on
February the 18th, 1857, and I took a last farewell of
the island of Hong-kong. As I expected, we found
the monsoon blowing a strong gale outside, and a high
sea running, but the wind remained steady up to four
o’clock, p.m., when it began to increase.

We were now well clear of the Lema Islands, and had
taken our departure—a Chinese departure! for I had
nothing to do with the navigation of the vessel, any
further than as an observer. There was no log hove,
no bearings were taken, no altitudes; the eye, and a
guess, were the only means used to.ascertain our true
position. The only nautical instrument on board was a
Chinese compass, and how the Chinese manage to steer
their vessels with it puzzles me. A more primitive in-


















LAND IN SIGHT. 19

Night came again, and no land; but at daybreak the
following morning, land was seen about thirty miles
distant, bearing west, so that we must have been at
least one hundred and fifty miles out to sea when we
first hauled up.

2—3
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CHAPTER IIL

Chinese Mode of solving Doubts.—Cape Verela—Fishermen in
the Bay.—Fleet of Pirates in sight.—Attempt to escape them.
—The Chase. — Resistance. — Capture of the Lorcha by the
Pirates.—Brought back to the Bay.—Gloomy Forebodings.

MANY conjectures were afloat as to what land it was in
sight ; some thought it was Cochin-China, others Hai-
nan Island, while a few said they were certain it was
Wai-how. The latter, I remarked, had an interest in
the vessel and her cargo, and therefore they were unwil-
ling to believe that she had run so far to leeward of her
intended port, as to be off the main-land of Cochin-
China. '
The Chinese are very apt to support their spirits by
indulging in false hopes. I have known them, when
about to enter upon some undertaking which involved
a risk, entreat their idol to inform them whether they
will be prosperous. This they do by first offering incense
to it; then they toss up pieces of bamboo or cash¥,
and according to the side which turns uppermost (as

* « Cash,” called by the Chinese chiek, by the Cochinese tean,
is the only coined money ot both countries. It varies in size, form,
and value, in every town, and that of one province is frequently not
current in another. The Cochinese cash is a compound of lead,
zine, glass, and rice. In some paris of China, iron cash is made,
and is negotiable.



SOLVING DOUBTS. 21

we should say “head or tail ””) it is received as a good
or a bad omen. Several times I have seen this done,
and it appears to be a general practice among them.
My crew explained to me which side of the cash was
lucky, and which unlucky. They at the same time
told me, that the morning I came on board at Sook-
ham-poo, and offered to go as master of their vessel,
they had recourse to the same means to inform them-
selves whether I was a good or a bad man; and that,
as the cash turned up on the lucky side, they at once
engaged me. They said that the joss (or idol) they had
on board the lorcha was a very good one, and never
told lies, nor misled them.

On the present occasion, they tossed up two cash
before the idol ; several times the unlucky side came
up, but they would not credit it, as it contradicted their
wish; at length, however, the lucky side came up,
which stood for good; the land in sight was pronounced
to be Wai-how, and we made for it accordingly.

We neared it but slowly, as the wind had consider-
ably moderated. When we had shortened the distance
to about ten miles, we could plainly discern, at the top
of a high mountain, a conical stone, resembling an im-
mense chimney. This most remarkable land-mark
cleared up all doubts as to our whereabouts; for, in
spite of all their prognostications, we were off the coast
of Cochin-China, and in sight of the pirate-haunted
Cape Verela.

We were out of water, and the ca-ba-sa told us he
























TREATMENT OF THE OWNER. 29

by one on deck, to have a better view of them. Some
they handed up by their tails, a very handy appendage
to move a Chinaman by. This reminded me of my ex-
perience in the police force at Hong-kong, where I
invariably, in imitation of my comrades, used the same
appliance; and not unfrequently, when I had four or
five Chinese prisoners, I tied all their tails in a bunch
together, in order to secure them, though putting
their tails to this use often gave great offence, since
they are looked upon as sacred.

Some old offenders in Hong-kong, who have had
these appendages cut off as a punishment, have some-
times given a police constable the slip, by leaving in his
hands a sham tail, which had been plaited into the old
ghort hair. We used to call this “leaving a Chinese
recognisance,” or ‘‘entering into his own recogni-
sances.”

The owner of our cargo was hauled up on deck ina
rough manner, and was so enraged that he offered some
resistance. The pirates cut him several times slightly
with their knives; and some of them, I observed,
caught the poor man’s blood, and actually drank it! I
expected every moment to see them cut him down, as
they flourished their knives over his head. I felt ex-
tremely sorry for him; he must have been in great
pain, mentally and bodily. He had one advantage over
me, however, for he could understand what they were
talking about. It would have been dangerous for me
to have interfered on his behalf, or even remonstrated


















CHING AH’LING. 85

many men; but that they all forgave me, as they had
killed some of our men in return; and that it was
nothing but natural that we should try to escape being
taken by them. He added, that he should have given
up the chase when his first vessel was disabled; but,
from seeing a European on board, he thought we must
have a large amount of treasure or opium, and that he
was much disappointed, for the cargo would not pay
for the damages they had sustained during the action.
He said also that he was much in want of guns and
ammunition ; and that he wished to get some Europeans
to command his ships.

He wished me to tell him truly what cargo we had
on board, which I did, and he appeared quite satisfied.
He asked to look at my watch and chain. I handed
them to him; he quietly put them into his pocket,
without asking my consent, and from that time I had
only the pleasure of an occasional glimpse of them on
his person.

I took this opportunity to tell him, that his men
yesterday carried away my clothes with them, leaving
me almost destitute, and if that was not a piratical
action, I did not know what was. He assured me that
he would order enquiries to be made that day; and
that they should be restored to me, if possible. I
must credit him with keeping his promise this time;
for the greater part of them were returned the follow-
ing morning.

-When the Pirate Chief, whose name I ascertained
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measure be accounted for from the lawless life they
had led, most of them from their childhood.

As soon as their vessel was secured alongside of
ours, they mustered our crew, and set them to work to
discharge the cargo into it. After four hours’ rapid
work, our men began to flag, and the pirates commenced
using the bamboo on them most unmercifully. I re-
monstrated, asking them, through an interpreter, if
this was ‘ brotherly treatment,” which Ching Ah’ling
had promised us. They told me, that it was not my
business to dictate to them ; upon which I left them,
exceedingly sorry that it was out of my power to assist
my poer fellows, who had always treated me kindly,
and with the greatest respect. I thought it would be
better to wait till the evening, when I should see Ching
Ab’ling, and lay the case before him. I fancied the
men who came for our cargo that morning showed some
feelings of jealousy, or at least treated me very dis-
tantly, though they offered me no injury nor insult.
From this commencement, it appeared that Ching
Abl’ling’s promises would be with difficulty fulfilled
among such savages as these. I went to my cabin, to
prepare myself for the appointed visit to the chief.
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I do not think I am mistaken in believing that the
pirates consider themselves as truly religious as any
other class of their countrymen. They use the same
ceremonies in their worship. They took out of our
lorcha a quantity of gilt paper, incense sticks, &ec.,
and used them before their own gods.

I frequently witnessed their religious ceremonies,
What astonished me most was, that many of their
reverences, their manner of burning incense, and their
use of the cross as an emblem, are similar to what
we see in the celebration of the popish mass. The
resemblance to the church of Rome may be noticed
also in the dress of the priests, and in the mutter-
ing, or rather humming, of prayers in an unknown
tongue.

But I am taking up too much of my reader’s time,
on a subject that may not be altogether interesting, or
that I am not able to explain; so to return to Ching
Al’ling’s cabin.

The feast was ready, and I was invited very kindly
to partake. I at first declined, for the reason before
mentioned ; but, after much pressing, I was induced
to join them.

The repast consisted of fish, flesh, and fowl, all
in abundance, and the trimmings were as plentiful
and as good as the country could afford. The viands
being cooked after their own fashion, were anything
but agreeable to an Englishman’s palate; for instance,
fat pork was cut into square pieces, half-an-inch thick,
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of the savoury dishes. We had no waiters to attend
upon us, but every one helped himself to what he
required, and then passed the dish or kid to the next
person who asked for it.

The liquor, which they called bee-chew, was poured
into little cups, and served out hot to each person. It
was a very suspicious-looking fluid. The interpreter
commenced capering, with a glass of it in his hand,
drinking, and hob-nobbing with everybody, and would
insist upon my trying some. As soon as I put it to
my lips, I knew what “blue ruin” was; for this bee-chew
was of a dull blue colour, and it tasted, ugh! of what
did it not taste? bilge-water, vitriol, turpentine, copal
varnish, tar, fire, and castor oil! An entire stranger
might have fancied that garlic had been boiled in it.
All Chinese liquor has a very unpleasant flavour, or
twang ; but this, being pure and unadulterated, was real
fire itself, ¢ chain lightning I’ The twang may in some
measure be accounted for, by their not knowing how to
remove the essential oils properly; or because they
distil from rice. I cannot give a decided opinion on
this subject, I must leave it to some of my kind
readers, who may be better chemists than I am.

The repast being finished, they all took to smoking
opium again, and therefore I took my leave of them.
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CHAPTER VI

Parting with the Crew of the Lorcha.—No Prospect of Escape.—
Transferred to my new Post.—Treatment.—My Interpreter.
—His History and Adventures.—* Hong-kong English.”

WHEN I returned on board the lorcha, I found that
the pirates had removed from her all the dried fruit;
the salt, not being valuable enough for them, was
ordered to be thrown overboard the next morning. She
was then converted into a tymung, by painting her
outside, and making a few trifling alterations.

The crew seemed very down-hearted at their present
situation. The owner asked me what conversation I
had had with Ching Ah’ling, and I told him. ¢ Ah!”?
he said, “I knew they would not allow us to remain
together in our own vessel, or we might easily have
made our escape from them.”

I took this opportunity to enquire of him, whether
the main-land offered any chance for escape; but he
fully corroborated what I had already heard from the
ca-ba-sa and others, that the difficulties were insur-
mountable; and that, even if we fell in with a man-of-
war cruiser, we had but little chance of deliverance, as
the British generally sink or destroy all piratical
vestels they fall in with on the west coast of China,
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and especially on the coast of Cochin-China, without
even boarding them.

With such prospects as these, I turned to my bed for
the last night but one on board of the lorcha Shunloi.
I opened my Bible, and prayed most fervently for de-
liverance. I put my whole trust in ‘“the Giver of all
good things,” and I felt relief in doing so. I had faith
that He would deliver me, though all worldly plans
should fail.

I slept soundly that night, and awoke a little before
daylight. It was very wet, and blowing a gale of wind
from the westward. I therefore arranged my cabin,
went to bed again, and read my Bible the greater por-

- tion of that day.

The morning after, the weather had moderated.
At noon, a boat came alongside with the interpreter,
to take me to my new post. I hastily packed up all
my things, and took leave of my old crew, not without
an inexpressible feeling of sorrow, as I thought I was
parting from my only chance of escape; but obey I
mugt, resistance was useless.

We were soon on board of a fine tymung, bristling
with cannon all round her deck. My interpreter con-
ducted me to a neat little cabin, in the after-part of
the vessel, which, he said, had been purposely arranged
and set apart for me; so that I should be alone some-
times, and happily left to my own thoughts. The
crew were very civil and obliging, trying to serve me

in every possible manner.
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and to chase; this last signal flag was red, with a black
border, angular shaped, and what is termed “ fluked.”

We were not yet far enough out to see the vessel
we were ordered to chase; but in the lapse of half-an-
hour, and with the aid of a telescope, I could just dis-
cern a craft in the horizon ahead of us, and distant, I
should think, about twelve miles.

In another hour, we had gained upon her sufficiently
to make out that she was a Chinese junk of some kind.
I would much rather have made her out to be a man-
of-war steamer; we were then so far out at sea, that
there would have been little chance of any of our ves-
sels escaping; and I might possibly have obtained my
deliverance.

At two o’clock, p.m., the tymung farthest ahead was
almost within range of the chase. I closely watched
the movements of both us the distance between them
was shortened, expecting every moment to see one or
the other open fire ; but the pursuer, fearing, perhaps,
that the junk might prove more than a match for her,
cautiously shortened sail, allowing two more vessels to
come up.

I felt such a desire and curiosity to watch their
movements, that I hardly took my eyes off them for a
moment, wishing (I must own) to see a good fight
between them. I should not have been the least sorry
to have seen the pirates driven off. The junk, unable to
out-sail our fleet, and closely pressed by three large
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them room with very little extra trouble, they threw
the greater part of it overboard; and as it sank
quickly, the fishermen were unable to save much of it.
This was a villainous and cruel act, which grieved me
very much, as some of the passengers, taking me tobe a
chief, implored me to interfere in their behalf. I did so,
and was insulted, as I had been before, when I interceded
for my own crew. When enough was removed to make
the search effectual, there were but six bags of rice re-
maining. The passage to Saigon, a distance of seven
hundred miles, could not be made much under ten days
at this season of the year (April), and there was not
sufficient provision left to last them half that time;
so that they would be compelled to run into some port
in distress, and depend upon selling their vessel, for
they would have nothing else left to sell, poor wretches !
I was very glad to see the pirates disappointed in
their hopes. They found nothing in the bottom of the
Jjunk of any value at all, which grieved them much.
By this time, all the oil had been removed on board of
the tymungs; I do not know the exact quantity ; but I
have no doubt there were as many as 300 jars of it.
Before we had been in possession of this prize an
hour, the chase flag was again hoisted on board of
Ching Ah’ling’s tymung, which had been lying to, about
half-a-mile distant. We got into our boats, leaving the
junk, crew, and passengers to their fate. We were all on
board of our respective tymungs again, and in full sail,
in less than a quarter-of-an-hour. I overhauled the
5—3
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come 80 poor another time, or she would not escape so
easily.

It was now drawing towards sundown, and we made
in for land again, By seven o’clock, p.m., we anchored
in a little bay, about three miles to the north-west of
the Three Kings’ Islands, and about fifteen miles south-
ward of our former anchorage.
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CHAPTER VIII

Pirate Fleet sets sail again—Fookien Junk in sight.—Chase.—
Desperate Defence of the Junk.—Its Capture.—Massacre of
the Crew.—Plunder and Destruction of the Junk —Return to
Anchor, — Inattention to the Wounded.— Uneasiness at my
Situation.—Resolve to resign it.

THE bay in which we now lay had no harbour; it was
almost an open roadstead, being sheltered only from
the north-east wind by a small island, standing about
a quarter of a mile from the main-land. The north-
eastern extremity of this island was perforated, when
viewed from the east or west. It had a chimney on
the top, smaller, but similar to the one seen at the
back on entering Verela harbour. Stones, in form like
a chimney, on the top of hills, appear to abound in
this vicinity ; there was another visible, on a hill
inland, about seven miles northward of our present
anchorage. They make excellent land-marks, and a
person would have little difficulty in remembering the
land hereabouts, after once seeing it.

During the time we remained in this bay, I con-
tinued to drill my crew, but with as little success as
ever. All that they knew by this time was their sta-
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tions, which they promised to keep, should they ever
go into action under my command.

Early on the second morning of our stay here, the
white flag was hoisted ; we weighed, and stood out ta
sea again, as close as the north-east wind would allow
us, on the port tack. We were allowed to take a se-
cond-rate in sailing this time, and to follow Ching
Ab’ling’s tymung,

‘We continued our course till nine o’clock ; when one
of my crew spied a vessel on our lee bow, standing to
the southward. Our chief’s tymung had not yet seen
the stranger ; and, not wishing to let him gain more
distance than we could possibly help, we fired a lee
gun, and altered our course, but immediately resumed
it, when our signal was understood; and we had not
long to wait before the chase flag was hoisted.

I always noticed that on board of Ching Ah’ling’s
tymung, they well overhauled a strange sail before
hoisting the chase signal. In this case it was full ten
minutes before the red flag was hoisted ; as it would
prove fatal to them to chase a man-of-war in mistake,
which might be done, if regularity and caution were
not maintained.

‘We now bore up, and made all possible sail after the
stranger, who was full seven miles distant from us. I
goon made her out be a large Fookien junk, which was
likely to be well armed. I therefore had all the guns
got ready, and shotted. I ordered the crew to their
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having its muzzle shot off, and another having a piece
struck out of its side, below the transom, and down to
the bore, which gave it the appearance of having burst.
Some of our shot had glanced to the decks, and had
ripped them up, or rather cut them across, for some
feet in extent. Some had taken a more eccentric
course; one, having hit a gun or some other hard sub-
stance, had split in halves, one half was found buried
in the fore-mast, and the other half in the planking of
the after cabin berths; so that they had taken diamet-
rically opposite directions. ~More than half-a-ton of
splinters were collected on the decks, to serve as fire-
wood; many of them were covered with blood !

There was a strange mephitical smell on board which
made me feel quite sick. I longed to leave the scene of
such a frightful and, in part, cold-blooded massacre.

The junk mounted nine guns and three gingals; the
guns varied in size from four to nine-pounders, but
they were all very roughly cast, being of Chinese manu-
facture. The gingals were of brass, and much better
made; they had the improvement of loading at the
breech, there being a cavity about six inches long,
down to the bore, which, when the cartridge is inserted,
is filled again with an iron tompion, having a vent in it.
When primed, the powder falls on the end of the car-
tridge, and in this way they are fired. The pirates
removed them to their tymungs, besides a small quan-
tity of Chinese powder and shot; and then opened the
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Ab’ling does not wish you to leave the fleet; but only
to obey his orders.”

When Ah’moi left me, he went and conversed with
the crew, who commenced talking in broken English,
on purpose that I might understand them. I heard
various remarks made about their kindness towards me,
and about my proud, independent conduct in return,
which at once convinced me, that I had not made a bed
of roses for myself by my resignation. But my con-
science told me that I had acted rightly, and therefore
I could put my trust in God, for whilst He protected
me, I feared not what man could do unto me.
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CHAPTER IX.

European Vessel passing at a distance.— Attempt to attract her
Notice.—The Pirates forbid it.—The Vessel passes without
observing us.—A Gale, — Hone-cohe Harbour.— Visit to a
Cochinese Fishing Village—Habits of the Fishermen.—Their
Kindness to me.—Return on Board.,—In Trouble from losing
& Sandpan.

It was now the seventh morning of our lying in this
bay. The white flag had been hoisted (the signal for
departure) ; we were, accordingly, getting ready to pro-
ceed to sea on another cruise, when a European vessel
was espied, coming down the coast; and, from the
course she was steering, she would pass very close to
where we were anchored, the bay being, as I said
before, little better than the open sea.

Oh, I thought, as I watched her nearing us, if she
should turn out to be a British man-of-war, and should
capture us, what a happy deliverance it would be for
me! I felt a strange sensation, as I viewed one of my
own country-built vessels again. I would willingly
have jumped into the water, and swum to her, if I had
believed I could reach her.

As she continued her course, I saw that she would
not pass within a mile and a half at least; and, to my
great disappointment, I perceived she was not a ship-
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than all, he brought me an opium-pipe, and a little pre-
pared opium in a limpet shell. I thanked him, but
made him understand that I never used that drug,
which appeared to astonish him exceedingly. I suppose
he thought that, as a matter of course, all foreigners
smoke opium. I told him that tobacco would be accept-
able to me, which he furnished me with, and also paper
toroll cigarettes. These people, like the Siamese and
Malays, always smoke their tobacco in this way.

I lay down on my bed to smoke, and reflect on my
rash attempt to see Ching Ah’ling this morning, on my
failure, and the destruction of the boat. I had a cer-
tain dread and presentiment that he would punish me
severely, but I made up my mind to face him, and
take the consequences.

After a restless night, morning at last dawned. The
Weather had moderated, and I soon saw a boat from the
fleet coming towards the shore; she did not belong to
my tymung, but I obtained a passage in her.
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session of his country; but, as it was, he assured me
that I should be perfectly safe. He informed me that
be had placed me at the joss-house, that I should be
away from the natives, whose inquisitiveness might
become troublesome to me if I remained at the village;
that he had given orders to the keeper of the joss-
house to treat me kindly in every way; that the
natives were very poor just now, and had little to
eat besides rice and fish, the pirates having carried
off all their fowls and ducks, and many other things
which were valuable to them ; but that he would give
me the same food as they ate themselves. I assured
him that I was very thankful for his kindness; and
that this was all I required, and even more than I
could expect from them. He begged me not to go
out after sun-set, nor to venture far away from the
village, as the country was swarming with tigers; and
that if anything should happen to me, after he had
given information to the authorities at Hone-cohe, he
would have to account for me.

He made me promise that, if the pirates came into
the Bay again, I would not join them upon any con-
sideration ; but that I would allow him to send me
where they could not find me. I made him under-
stand that I should be very glad if he would do so,
as I was afraid they would take my life, if they
could get hold of me. I was much relieved at what
he gave me to understand ; and was convinced that I
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had nothing to fear. I looked up to him as my bene-
factor. I felt as though the shackles had fallen from
my limbs; and that the Almighty had heard my
prayer, and given me friends in this distant, heathen

country.
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any European, which was no inconsiderable amount to
the poor Cochinese, who hardly see a piece of silver
three times in their life, and who put such a store even
upon brass, that they manufacture that metal into ear-
rings, finger-rings, and other personal ornaments.
During the eighteen months that I stayed in Cochin-
China, I saw only three women (ladies, if I may be
allowed to call them so, from the rank of their hus-
bands) who wore apparently silver hair-pins and orna-
ments. The generality of them, although they seem
particularly fond of such decorations, used brass, and
sometimes even iron and wood. I felt certain that one
hundred taels of pure silver would be a very tempting
offer, and Canton was not more distant than the nearest
European port. The monsoon, too, would favour their
passing me to some port to the northward, from which
they might easily convey me overland to that dreaded
city, Canton.

Having made my way into the village, I was con-
ducted to the house where I had first seen the head-

hundred taels of silver, equal to one hundred and thirty-three and
one-third dollars, to any Chinaman who should deliver to him at
Canton any European dead or alive. He also offered a reward of
ten thousand taels of silver to any one who should destroy a vessel
of war belonging to Her Britannic Majesty, besides promotion to
the rank of mandarin of the third grade. For the admiral, the
commander of the land forces, and the governor of Hong-kong,
sums were offered varying from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars.
Several altempts were made to destroy the Comus sloop of war,
when she lay in the Canton river, by floating fire-junks down to her
loaded with combustibles, which nearly succeeded.
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motioned me to sit down, which I could not easily do
in their fashion, as they had no seats in the hut, but
squatted on mats, with their knees a-kimbo, just as
tailors sit in England. I preferred standing to being
cramped up in this manner.

They offered me betel-nut to chew, ¢ en-kow-ong,”
as they called it. When I declined it, they appeared
quite surprised, and would not be satisfied that I did
not use it ; but asked to look at my teeth, and showed
symptoms of disgust at their natural white colour, at
the same time pointing to their own, which were as
black as ebony. They chew this nauseous nut all day
long, and only take it out of their mouths while they
are eating. .

They use a substance much resembling lime, made
into a thick paste and spread upon a pepper leaf, in
which they roll up a small piece of the betel-nut, then
place the whole in the mouth, and chew it. It causes
an unnatural flow of saliva in the mouth, which,
mixing with the nut, turns red. They therefore con-
tinually spit large quantities of a liquid that has the
appearance of blood, which is a disgusting sight to a
person who is not in the habit of using it. I am not
aware that it has any effect upon the nervous system ;
but it turns unnaturally black one of the greatest
ornaments of the face, the teeth. Black teeth are
with them an embellishment, rather than a disfigure-
ment ; they are coveted as much by them, as a good
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and motioned that when it had set, and risen again, I
was to accompany them in their vessels to Hone-cohe;
and, patting me on the shoulder, made me understand
that I had nothing to fear, that they would give me
plenty to eat, and treat me kindly, as I was a Ho-mow-
yan, or Englishman; and that I was at liberty to go
where I pleased till sun-rise the next morning,
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CHAPTER XIIL

Depression of Spirits at my Critical Position.—Last Visit to the
Fishermen.—Parting Kindness of the Villagers.—Mandarin
Boats. — Leave Coh-cah Bay for Hone-cohe. —Passage.—The
Crew.— Their Arms.— Hone-cohe Bay.—Harbour and Ship-
ping.—Town.—Astonishment of the Inhabitants at seeing a
European,

HaviNg taken leave of the two mandarins whom I
introduced to the reader in the last chapter, I went into
a temple close by, and lay down in the cool, much
grieved that I had not been able to understand what
they wished to communicate to me; for, from their
motions and anxiety during their conversation, they
appeared to me desirous to ascertain what I really was;
and all that the villagers apparently knew about me
was that I had swum on shore from piratical vessels. If
this was all they could say in my favour, it might lead
the authorities at Hone-cohe to suppose, that I was
really a pirate myself; so that I still considered my
situation very critical, through my inability to explain
and defend myself. I felt much depressed at being
compelled to leave this village; while, at a short dis-
tance off, there might be fishermen who saw me on
board the lorcha, as she entered Verela Bay, before she
was attacked and taken by the pirates, or might have
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seen her engaged with them, and trying to make an
escape from them. This was the only chance by which
I could prove myself innocent of a crime, that is
punished with death by the laws of all countries. The
evidence of these fishermen, if I knew where to find
them, would be sufficient to establish my innocence,
Still, I thought, if they profess such friendship for the
English, surely they will not take my life without
allowing me an interpreter, to enable me to give some
account of myself. Another circumstance that slightly
favoured me was that the two men of my former crew,
who visited me on the evening before the fleet left
this bay, explained to the villagers how I, and them-
selves, had been taken captive, and the attempt which
had been made on my life the day that I escaped from
the pirates. Yet, on the whole, what a dreadful predi-
cament I was placed in! Death seemed inevitable. The
more I considered my situation, the more difficult and
complicated it appeared.

In the cool of the evening, I went for my cus-
tomary walk across the peninsula, to see the fishermen,
whom I found, as usual, busily engaged with their
nets. They all, apparently, had heard that I was to
leave for Hone-cohe on the morrow. They made
motions that I had nothing to fear at that place. I
tried to make them understand that I wished to find
any one who had seen the lorcha before she was cap-
tured, but I could not succeed. I therefore took my
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the best suit of clothes they could have given me,
much as I was in want of them.

The old man who looked after the joss-house, and
who had attended upon me while I was there, would
not allow me to depart until I had taken a farewell
breakfast; this being agreed upon by all parties, as
the two strangers were also invited, he killed his
only fowl, on which, together with fish and rice, we
all made a very fair breakfast. He brought abeut a
pound of tobacco, and paper, tied up together in a
neat parcel, and would insist upon -my accepting it.
Well! such kindness as this really deserves reward,
I thought; but T had nothing to give in return,
except thanks. I think this poor, generous old man
had stinted himself in order to supply me. It was
like the widow’s mite; he had given more than he
could properly afford. He knew that I was very fond
of tobacco, and that I had not the means to supply
myself, and I have no doubt he thought that I might
not fare so well where I was going, as I had under
his care.

The soldiers conducted me to-the hut where I had
seen the two mandarins the preceding day; but this
morning only Wai-bah, the head-man of the fishing
village, was there. He made me understand that
I was to accompany my guides to Hone-cohe in the
smaller boat of the two. He enquired whether I was
willing to go quietly, as the crew Were unarmed, and
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useless to ask them, he was obliged to order them
away, and they attended to him rather sulkily. Some
of them had the kindness to give me a handful of
cigarettes for the satisfaction they had received.

I think if they had put me up as a public show,
and charged five cash, equal to one farthing, a head,
for permission to see me, I should have realized a
handsome fortune in a few months’ travelling through
their populous cities. After most of these prying
visitors had left our vessel, I tried to ascertain what
orders our captain had received from the Commodore
of the Fleet respecting me ; but all that I could under-
stand was that I must remain on board of the boat
until the Quong* of Hone-cohe arrived, and gave
orders for my removal.

At my request, the captain issued orders to the crew
not to allow more than five visitors on board at one
time ; and by this means I escaped a recurrence of the
annoyance of this morning, though the applicants for
admission to see the barbarian rather increased than
diminished, as the news of my arrival spread. My
request was gladly complied with, by both our captain
and crew ; as I saw them receive many trifles from the
favoured visitors, and even strike a bargain with some
of them, before admitting them.

¥ The governor or chief magistrate of a city.
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COCHINESE TRAVELLING. 148

the town ; there is nothing but a parched and barren
plain.

I walked quite comfortably on the cool, damp beach
but as soon as I left it, my sufferings commenced.
We had to cross some three miles of burning sand,
as white as ‘ drifted snow,” and dazzling to the eyes.
The soles of my feet had become a little hardened
through being barefooted two months; but the burn-
ing sand was so loose that my feet sank in it, and
were completely covered by it as far as the instep.
After an hour’s misery, we arrived on a more fertile
soil; and, on examining my feet, I found them literally
covered with small blisters up to the ankles.

We now walked along the.edges of paddy fields,
which appeared to want water very much. We next
came to plantations of sugar canes, and our soldiers,
being halted, helped themselves to some. I also got
my share, and it proved very refreshing. Then oc-
curred fields of the tea plant, which much resembled
withy beds, only the plants were not so close together
as withies generally grow. The second crop leaf was
Jjust beginning to show itself upon the plant; it was
much larger and coarser than the Chinese, and not
so well flavoured. It appears that the Cochinese do
not understand its cultivation so well as the Chinese;
for the soil here appeared as good and as rich as any
I have seen in the province of Fookien in China.

I saw some fine fields of cotton, all in full bloom.


















ARRIVAL AT QUONG-FO0O. 149

is situated in an extensive and well-cultivated plain.
It is surrounded by a high mud wall or embankment,
with a ditch round the outside, in which there is water
only in the wet season. There are six entrances to the
city, formed by high stone archways, in which are mas-
sive wooden gates, which are opened at sunrise, and
closed at sunset: and no person can enter or leave the
place before or after that time. There is a long guard-
room inside each gateway, with about thirty soldiers in
each.

On my arrival, I was taken to one of these guard-
rooms, to wait until our mandarin had reported our
arrival, and given in his chop, which only remained
good for the journey. I waited about an hour, during
which time hundreds of the inhabitants came to see
me; but they were kind and civil to me. When our
mandarin returned, he conducted me to a small house
in the eastern part of the city, which was to be my
quarters for the present.

Every house (and most of them were detached) had
full three times as much ground as it stood upon,
laid out as a garden, with a hedge fence enclosing it,
and formin.g the borders of the streets, which were
broad and clean. There was no stench, no collection
of dirt, or pools of stagnant water, as in the narrow
streets of the crowded cities of China; everything was
kept in good wholesome order.

A great deal of silk is produced in Quong-foo,
which is principally manufactured into crapes; but
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tymung. I was willing to suffer any privations, as
long as I felt sure of life and ultimate deliverance.

During the time I stayed at Quong-foo, I was al-
lowed to walk about anywhere inside the walls, accom-
panied by a soldier; but I was not allowed to pass the
gates.

There were only two large buildings in the city
worthy of notice; one was the Quong’s court-house,
the other a Budhist temple. They had a ¢ sing-song,”
or theatre, in front of this temple, while I was there;
the performance and costumes of the actors were simi-
lar to those of China.

The Quong’s court-house is a large oblong building,
nearly two hundred feet in length; the lower part,
built of brick, supported large round wooden pillars,
on which the roof rested; the space between the
pillars was planked, and painted red. In the centre
was a large platform raised four feet from the ground,
on which the Quong squatted, to try all prisoners; at
each end of the building were compartments parti-
tioned off for excise offices, where all the government
. papers and accounts were kept. More than fifty clerks
were employed in these offices. What took my atten-
tion here most of all was a flag-staff, erected in the
space in front of the building, with a topmast, and
rigged like a European flag-staff.

Corporal punishment is very common in Cochin-
China; and a mandarin of the lowest rank has power
to flog those who are under him, for any trifling
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to stop; so that a man, when he is tied down, does
not know how many blows he is to receive.

Sometimes this punishment is resorted to in order to
make a man confess a crime which he is suspected of
having committed. In this case, after ten or twenty
blows the mandarin may order the soldier to stop, and
ask the man if he will confess; when, if he declares he
is innocent, the soldier is ordered to commence flogging
again. The mandarin may stay him three or four
times, to ask the man to confess. If he confesses, he
then receives a punishment in proportion to the offence,
and the first flogging is not taken into account at all ;
so that, when a man once denies a crime, he seldom
alters his resolution ; for if he dees, he well knows that
he will receive the extreme punishment. Wermen, as
well as men, I have seen punished in exactly the same
manner, and in the same row with them.

The Cochinese bear this punishment very ill, hollo-
ing, screaming, and praying for mercy; their cries may
be heard for miles. As soon as it is over, they are
compelled to perform the kow-tow to the mandarin who
sentenced them; and to acknowledge that they have
received no more than their offence deserved.
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Cochin-China ; which would contain the necessary in-
structions for my deliverance to my own government.
So that I guessed it would yet be some considerable
time before I obtained my liberty ; and I had still some
slight misgivings that the hostilities with the British
might influence the authorities here in deciding whether
they would return me to my own government, or send
me prisoner to Canton.

On the thirty-sixth morning of my stay, the long
expected order arrived, for my removal to the city of
Kang-war-ting, the capital of Bin-kang, and where the
chief Quong, or Governor, of that province resided.

Two days after this I bade farewell to Quong-foo
and its inhabitants, and was on the way back to Hone-
cohe. A strange mandarin and two soldiers accom-
panied me, being my usual escort in this eountry. It
was, by my accqunt, the 11th of July, 1857, when
I left, but whether my reckoning is correct, I cannot
say, as I had entirely forgotten the day of the week,
and almost the day of the month, through not having
an almanack, and there being no observance of the
Sabbath in this country.

I felt high in spirits at being removed from the
lonely quarters I had occupied so long; expecting,
I should soon be delivered up to my countrymen again,
I little thought at this time, that another July would
come before I should see the face of a European, or
hear a word of my mother tongue spoken.

On my return to Hone-cohe, we took the route by
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learnt that the sails were made in such a manner that
they could not reef them or shorten them in any way,
and that they must either carry all or none. They
cannot take in a sail on one mast without taking them
in on all the others, as the boat would not steer if any
one was taken in, After a short time, I could see that
there was little danger in carrying the whole sails, as
long as the sea was tolerably smooth ; for they are so
formed, that in a strong wind the boat lies over so far,
and the yards give slightly, that the wind blows out of
the sail again, or rather over it, and then the vessel
rights itself. Sometimes they carry an outrigger on
the weather side, on which a man sits, to counteract
the effect of the wind, and prevent her from going over
too far.

At sunset we anchored in a little cove, as we had
done during the passage from Coh-cah. The crew
went on shore for water and firewood ; and, after
getting supper, we turned in to rest.

In the morning, after we had breakfasted, we
weighed, and went to sea. We had a strong south-
west breeze again to-day, and at nine o’clock, a.m.,
sighted the Pyramid Islands, three in number. These
islands look very pretty in the distance, being com-
pletely formed in the shape which their name indicates;
but one is larger than another in the ratio of two to
one; the second being twice the size of the first, and
the third twice the size of the second.
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guished from the latter place by a row of large cocoa-
nut trees, growing in the sand in front.

There were a great number of native vessels, all small,
in the harbour and in the river; one was a Chin-chew
Junk, some of the crew of which came to see me as
soon as they heard I had arrived, and from them I got
some information about this place; for I was able to
speak their dialect of Chinese better than any other.
They told me that they had come from Foo-chow-foo
four months ago; that they had been trading on the
coast of Cochin-China ever since ; that they were going
up to Turon in a week or so, to load with sugar for
Singapore. I asked them if they would be willing to
give me a passage to Singapore; but they told me, that,
it might cost them more than their vessel was worth_
to take me on board without an order from the Quong,
and a chop from the city of Kang-war-ting, and that,
even then they might have trouble with me when they
arrived at Turon, as no Europeans are allowed even to
enter that port.

With all these excuses, I could plainly see that they
were not willing to take me. I therefore did not press
them, for, if I had gone with them to Turon, I should
have run a great risk of being again taken by Ching
Ab’ling’s fleet, as they always kept a sharp look-out for
all Chinese junks passing in sight of them; and I could
expect no mercy if I were again taken by them, so I
thought it was best for me to remain where I was for

the present.
11
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some conversation with him, before he came to the
court and saw you; he recommended me particularly
to take care of you; for, if anything should happen
to you while under his jurisdiction, he would be held
accountable for it. He told me to give you good food
and shelter as long as you remained under my charge.”

The next morning, the mandarin told me that I was
to accompany him a short distance from Quong-nam
inte the interior, where I should remain for a few
days; so, after taking breakfast, we set out together,
but without the usual escort of soldiers. It appeared
that they were afraid to keep me many days at any
port, for reasons before explained.

As soon as we had passed through the town,—which
does not deserve the name, being only composed of
clusters of huts here and there, having no regular streets,
but paths and thoroughfares everywhere,—we came to a
wet sandy plain, that is evidently flooded at high spring
tides by the sea, which entirely prevents its being cul-
tivated. It was about two miles broad; and having
crossed it, we came to the rising ground, on which
was a scanty vegetation, consisting of sweet potatoes,
ground-nuts, &ec.

The land here was divided into small fields, or lots,
by mounds thrown up, on the top of which were foot-
paths ; these were the only roads through the cul-
tivated parts of the country. They were innumerable,
and a person travelling here, unless well acquainted,
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other articles (if they have any), and also be injurious
to their health. Besides, the temperature of the cli-
mate, even in winter, never requires the aid of fire
for comfort; and, during ten months of the year, in
their close houses, it is a nuisance.
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CHAPTER XVIL

Manderin’s Family.—Chinese Dislike of Europeans,—Visit from
Cochinese Gentlemen —Cochinese Postman.—Set out for Xang-
war-ting.— Bad Roads. — Mandarin Station. — Mosquitoes.—
Natural Productions of the -Country.— Spices.— Fruit. —
Curiosity of the Inhabitants.—Kang-war-ting.—Population.—
Quong’s Palace.

As soon as I emtered the- cottage, . the mandarin
introduced me to an old woman, who evidently (from
the likeness she bore to him) was his mother ; she did
not seem at all afraid, or discommoded at my presence.
I have no doubt, she thought that her extreme age,
full seventy, would-protect her from -any possibility of
my falling in love with her: but there was another
female, who seemed to think that the Ho-mow-yan
would not prove insensible to her charms. She was
/mista.ken, however, in her self-conceit, and, although she
:wa,s the mandarin’s wife, I must own that I had mnot
~/ ‘seen a more ugly and dirty being of the female sex
{between Hong-kong and Quong-nam. Notwithstand-
ing this young lady’s bashfulness, she was not afraid
to make a sortie now and then across the farther end
of the room, to get a sly peep at the darbarian in-
truder.
The mandarin appeared highly amused at his wife’s
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England, to find dirtier subjects for inspection than
the “ tramps” in a low lodging-house; but for dirt,
surpassing ten thousand times anything I had yet seen,
commend me to my Cochinese postman.

This man entered the cottage, made a low bow to
the mandarin, and handed him a letter, curiously
bound round with a red paper band; and I soon heard
that it was my  route” fer Kang-war-ting, and that I
should start for that city the next morning.

At the appointed time I took leave of all the kiad
people at the cottage, except the mandarin, and two of
his soldiers, who accompanied me. The sky was over-
cast, but no rain fell that day, and I travelled with
more ease than I had done before, though I had no
shoes to my feet, and my wound was not yet healed.

We shaped our course at first nearly west, and
farther into the interior. After crossing the plain
called by the natives Kiew-pun, we came to very hilly,
uncultivated ground, but producing teak trees of im-
mense size and height, and grown as straight as an
arrow. There were many other kinds of trees, some
large and some small; their foliage was quite strange
to me, and, as I am not a naturalist, I cannot give
their names ; but there was as large and as well grown
timber as I had ever seen in any other country.

We now descended into a valley, at the bottom of
which was a little brook, the water of which was much
discoloured by the recent rains; its size would lead me
to think, that during the dry season there was no water
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manding positions, but there were no guns mounted,
nor embrasures for any, the ramparts being plain.

I entered by a low arched gateway. The houses were
of greater size than those at Quong-foo, most of them
being detached ; the larger ones were built of brick,
with tiled roofs, the smaller were of mud, and thatched
with banana leaves. There many were large buildings,
mostly having gardens in front of them, and some all
round them, fenced off with hedge-rows, the base of
which formed the borders of the streets, which were
broad, and overgrown with grass and weeds, showing
there was but little traffic along them, and that only
from foot passengers, as there was a little foot-path
worn in the centre.

The city appeared clean and healthy; there was no
accumulation of dirt or rubbish anywhere; which
showed that it was not over-crowded with inhabitants.
I think, there could not be more than two thousand
inhabitants ; there were only about two hundred houses
of all kinds, though it was a walled town, nearly a mile
square. Full two-thirds of the area consisted of gar-
dens, streets, and waste ground.

It is hardly credible how thinly peopled the Co-
chinese inland cities are; from what cause I cannot
say, us some of their sea-port towns are as over-popu-
lated and crowded as those of China.

There were some large trees growing in Kang-war-
ting, which afforded some shelter from the sun. I also
noticed a flag-staff, like the one I saw at Quong-foo,
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and a very large building close to it, with four immense
trees in front, much resembling beech trees. My
mandarin told me, that this building was the Quong’s
palace, where we had to go, to report our arrival.
‘When we arrived at the entrance, we were stopped by
two soldiers, who took our chop, and conducted us to a
waiting-room.
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and he had the appearance of being a powerful man.
He wore the tape and pouches slung over his-shoulders,
He used to sit on a couch, in the middle of the cottage
floor, and there award the daily punishment to the
poor prisoners, of whom there were more than two hun-
dred ; about twenty of them were flogged daily, on the
average. ‘

The prisoners had free access to every part.of the
jail. They were allowed to follow their trade, which
was chiefly making baskets, or.other fancy wicker-work,
of bamboo or rattan. The bamboo was supplied to
them ‘gratuitously, but the rattan they had to purchase
for themselves ; and each was allowed to dispose of his
own work as he theught fit, in a small bazaar within
the precincts of the jail. Some of them could turn:
out very handsome work; but it sold at a very small
price, as wicker-work of all descriptions is plentiful and,
very cheap in this city. A fewof them made fans, um-
brellas, or embroidery.

The prisoners were only allowed fifteen pounds of
red rice per month each, which would hardly keep
them from starving, if they did not earn something by
their labour ; so that each of them cost the government
not more than one cent, or one half-penny, per day, for
his support. From the produce of their labour, they
could procure sufficient food, besides tobacco, oil, grog,
and some of them even opium.

The latter article was prohibited under pain of
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blow raising four cuticular wheals as large as your
little finger; and, before he has received his comple-.
ment, the split rattan will divide these pustules, and
the blood will flow. He receives this severe punish-
ment for having caused too much smoke whilst cooking
his rice, or for having passed the cottage-door without
bowing to the mandarin. The next, or perhaps the
same day, he receives fifty or one hundred cuts for
some other trifling offence, and across the old wounds.
The flesh having inflamed and become more tender, it
is literally flaked away by the rattan. The body has
now become numb, the man has fainted, and when he
has received his complement he has to be carried to his
litter. He is consequently disabled for some time; he
has to exist upon his half-pound of rice per day, as he
is unable to earn anything by his labour. What is
worse is, that his wounds not being dressed, and the
few rags which he has on him not sufficient to cover
his nakedness, the insects, aided by the excessive heat
of the weather, cause corruption to set in, and it
becomes offensive to approach him. There were thir-
teen persons suffering in this manner, more or less,
when I became an inmate of the prison, three of whom
shortly afterwards died.

The twelve soldiers doing duty here were not flogged *
with the split rattan, but they were punished very
severely. I have seen the governor beating, cuffing
across the face, pulling by the hair, and kicking, every
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one of them, perhaps for allowing a prisoner to bring
in a gill of grog from the market, or for allowing him
to carry away a little water from the well to wash his
wounds with. This latter offence would be sufficient
to cause all the six soldiers who were on sentry, and in
different parts of the prison, to be scourged as slaves of
slaves, which they are, and as dogs, which they ought
not to be.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

The Quong of Kang-war-ting.—Interview.—Sale of a Wife.——
Summoned to the Quong’s Palace. — A Cochinese speaking
English.—The Quong alleviates my Condition.

I HAD been twenty-seven long days confined in this
horrid place. Though I suffered no harshness from
any one, yet my being confined in such miserable
quarters, obliged to associate with the lowest scum
of the city population, not allowed to pass the prison
gates, nor even to relieve nature, unless accompanied
by a soldier, annoyed me. My food had been rice and
salt fish, both of very inferior quality. My wound had
not yet healed; I had no change of clothes, my only
shirt and pair of trousers were falling off me in rags;
and altogether, both bodily and mentally, I suffered
extremely. Though I received no ill-treatment, the
confinement was as great a punishment to me as to
those who were fettered in chains, and were daily liable
to the lash.

On the morning of the 4th of September, I was con-
ducted from the prison by the governor and two
soldiers to the Quong’s palace.

On our way thither we had to pass some stalls,
where women sold fruit and rue. The governor opened

13
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his heart, and treated me to two cups of that spirit,
“to give me courage before the Quong,” as he said.

We entered by the same gate that I had passed
through one month before with the kind mandarin
who had brought me to the city.

I was taken to a waiting-room, and in half-an-hour
the Quong arrived, carried in a cot by four men. He
alighted, and took his position on a large raised plat-
form, in an open room. In appearance he was much
like the Quong at Hone-cohe.

The soldiers now stood in two rows, with their long
bamboo spears upright in the air, opposite the gates, to
the number of about one hundred. As soon as I was
called, a mat was placed in front, and the soldiers lined
each side of the room.

1 sat down on the mat, as comfortably as I possibly
could, taking no notice of any one; presently the
governor of the prison came to me, and told me to per-
form the kow-tow, as that was the Quong before me on
the platform. I told him that I was not able to kneel.
The Quong, seeing me motion to my wound, ordered
the governor to leave me, and I could understand that
he did not require that compliment from me.

He then said something to me, but not being able to
understand him properly, I made no answer, fearing I
might make some mistake. Upon this he commenced
talking with the governor and other mandarins who
were present, and I was soon removed because there
was no interpreter.
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I was led back to the waiting-room, where I was
soon joined by the governor, who took me back to the
dreaded prison, but not without some more rue. The
women gave me some fruit, and begged him to let me
visit their stalls daily, as they said they had plenty of
customers when I was there; and as to a few cups of
rue, and a little fruit, they would always be glad to
give them to me.

I was anxious to know what the Quong had said
respecting me ; I accordingly got the old prisoner, who
could speak Chinese, to ask the governor. The old man
was also anxious to hear the news, and he willingly
acted as my interpreter.

I heard that the Quong had asked me what country-
man I was, and where I wished to go; but finding that
I could not understand him, he had given orders for an
interpreter to be found, and that I must remain in the
prison until then. He had directed the governor to
furnish me with a suit of clothes, and to treat me
kindly.

I asked the old man if he would be my interpreter
before the Quong; he consented, and I induced him to
ask the governor to recommend him, which he did, and
in four days brought answer, that the Quong would not
see the old man upon any consideration. I was very
sorry to hear this, as I thought, if he were my inter-
preter, it might induce the Quong to have mercy upon
him, and that I should be able to get away from my
miserable quarters sooner; now, I did not know how

13—
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I was present when the poor woman was brought
out; she was crying bitterly; and, when her husband
spoke to her, she appeared to turn from him with dis-
gust. I pitied her, not merely for her present trouble,
but for what she must have suffered on being separated
from her children. The day had now arrived when she
too must be sold, and for what? not to enable her hus-
band to procure the necessaries of life, but to satisfy
his unnatural desire to obtain opium.

Well! to end this mournful affair. The poor
woman was handed over to three savage-looking men,
one of them receiving a paper, or bill of sale, signed
by the husband. They also received a bundle of her
clothes ; and, after paying the purchase-money, they
led her away. She was sold for 80,000 cash, or about
twenty dollars.

It would be sickening to describe all the shocking
scenes I saw during my long stay in this prison. The
Newgate Calendar, with all its horrors, would seem
mild in comparison with them.

November 9th, 1857. I had now been confined in
this filthy place upwards of three months. I had
lived on rice and fish for more than six months, and
had become very weak and emaciated. =My body was
covered with painful boils and blains: and altogether
I was in a most miserable condition. On this day, the
Quong sent for me, as an interpreter had been ob-
tained. I left the prison under the same escort as I
had done two months previously. I passed the same



198 COCHINESE INTERPRETER.

fruit and rue stalls, and the governor gave me two
cups of that liquor, as he had done on the former
occasion ; which, unpalatable as it was, acted as &
pleasant stimulant to my weakened stomach.

I was conducted to the same waiting-room at the
Quong’s palace; and while there, a Cochinese, very
handsomely dressed, came and spoke to me. His first
words were, ‘“How-de-do, Sir?” they quite amazed
me, for they were the first linglish words I had heard
spoken in this country. I hardly knew how to answer
him; my tongue seemed tied, not having spoken a
word of my native language for so long. I looked at
the man; I could hardly credit that one of his race
could speak English. He asked me what countryman
I was; and, as soon as I told him that I was an
Englishman, he asked leave of the governor of the
prison to take me to his house until the Quong should
arrive; which being granted, I accompanied him to &
neat house, about a quarter of a mile from the Quong’s
palace.

He took me into a room, and showed me many
things he had brought away from Singapore, to sell
in this country, such as knives, swords, muskets, and
dozens of metal tea-pots; the latter, worth about one-
and-a-half dollar each, he said, *found a ready sale
here for ten dollars each.” He had also drilling,
serge, flannel, broad cloth, calico, linen, and hundreds
of pocket handkerchiefs.

He informed me that, generally, he realized two
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hundred per cent. here upon European goods, when he
sold them for cash ; but when he exchanged them for
the produce of the country, and took the latter to
Singapore, his profit amounted to four hundred per cent.

He told me he was a native of this city; but he
had been taken to Singapore when very young, and had
received his education there, so that he spoke but
imperfectly the language of his own country.

He said that he had that morning seen the Quong,
who informed him, that he knew nothing about me,
only, some fishermen had stated, that they saw me
swim on shore at Coh-cah, from a piratical fleet that
had taken my vessel, or lorcha, which was then among
the fleet; that he was quite satisfied that I had no
connection, willingly, with the pirates, from evidence
he had received from other fishermen ; but thai he had
not yet been able to send an account of me to the
King, as he could not truly ascertain my name and
nation, which had caused him to send for him to act
a8 interpreter.

It gave me satisfaction to know that the Quong had
not been misled in his judgment of my connection
with the pirates; but, on the other hand, it gave me
no little concern to hear that no report had yet been
sent to the King of Cochin-China respecting me, after
being told so many times by mandarins, in whom 1
thought I could place dependence, that there had been
one sent, and that I should have to wait at this city
only a short time, before an answer was received, and
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I said, that T had received enough, but that it was
not of the description I had been accustomed to; and
the want of proper food had brought on sickness, which
I was suffering from now. I bared my arms and legs,
and showed him how they were covered with Loils and
sores ; which I attributed to living upon nothing but
red rice and salt fish since my landing at the village
of Coh-cah, six month since; I had tasted animal food
but once during that time. The Quong immediately
gave orders to supply me with the latter as often as it
could be procured.

I took this opportunity to tell him what a filthy state
the prison was in, and how close had been my confine-
ment there. I begged him to allow me to be kept at
private lodgings in the city for the remainder of the time
Ishould remain here, assuring him that I would conduct
myself well; and if I committed anything amiss, I
should be quite willing to be again confined in the
prison as a punishment. He said I was not placed
there for having committed myself in any way, nor
was he afraid that I should try to make my escape;
but it was because he feared the inhabitants might
hurt me. He could not allow me to be removed for
that reason ; but he had no objection to my taking
a walk every day in the city, or for a short distance
outside; but I must be accompanied by a soldier, for
fear of losing myself, or meeting with some injury;
and I must obey the soldier’s orders in every re- °
spect. One thing in particular I must promise him,
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year, to trade with the English, and they were always
treated in a friendly manner.

After a little more conversation, they brought me
pen, ink, and paper, to make out an acknowledgment
for the clothing I had received, and also a statement
that I had been treated kindly during my stay in the
country, which I wrote out, and gave them. I was
then conducted back to the prison.

I felt much more reconciled after this interview with
the Quong ; for I knew, by the answers I received, that
Kong-whu interpreted faithfully.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Allowed to walk in the City.—Buildings.—Cultivation and Use of
Hemp.—Weaving.—Sugar Cane.—Rice.—Native Dress.—Arms.—
A Puzzle to the Natives.

THE prisoners were very anxious to hear how I had
succeeded ; they looked upon me as one of themselves,
and confined for an indefinite period. They were much
surprised to hear that I had obtained permission to
walk out once a day ; but they appeared glad, and I
think there was not one who did not wish to see me
free; for I had always been kind to them, and had
often interceded for them, to get them spared the
rattan, which made them respect and like me.

Two mornings after this, I took a walk round the
city, accompanied by a soldier. He took me to the
elephant stables; there were seven large elephants, one
of which was almost white, and the keeper told me it
was nearly fifteen thousand days old, which would make
the animal more than forty years of age. They count
their own age, and reckon their periods, by days, in-
stead of years; for instance, the old prisoner had told
me, that he had been in this jail more than eight
thousand days, or about twenty-two years.

I visited the public granary. It is the largest build-
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during the time I remained under his care; and there-
fore, he considered he had done his duty, and wished
me a safe and pleasant journey to Yar-ding-ting, and
from thence to Singapore.
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order from the King to forward me to Singapore, &c.
These papers were addressed to the Quong of Toa-tai-
ting, in the province of Camraing, being the next pro-
vince to Bin-kang. At Toa-tai-ting I should change
guides, and be passed on to the next province by the
Quong of Toa-tai-ting,

My guides also arrived this morning, consisting of
a mandarin and three soldiers. The soldiers were
heavily laden for the journey, having our provisions for
fifteen days, carried in cylindrical baskets suspended
on bamboos.

We slept that night at the guard-room; and early
the next morning I bade farewell to the city of Kang-
war-ting. I never felt more happy in all my life than
I did that morning,

We left by the east gate, and turned to the west-
ward. After walking about two miles, we stopped at a
little cottage, belonging to the mandarin who com-
manded our little party; and, as he was not fully pre-
pared for the march, we had to wait here until the
next morning. '

At break of day, we started again, and travelled in
about a south-western direction.

For the first five miles, we passed through well
cultivated land, being the plains of Kang-war. After-
wards we came to more hilly ground, uncultivated, but
studded with some of the largest timber I had ever
seen, mostly teak.

We here met about one hundred wandering Malays,
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hings. Thirteen of these spans crossed the river.
hen passengers meet on this narrow bridge one is
iged to stand sideways, to allow the other to pass.
eard there are often fatal quarrels cn the point of
icedence, that generally end in one or both parties
ng precipitated into the river, which is very rapid;
1, as the banks are perpendicular, they must swim a
le, or drown, before they can extricate themselves,

16
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CHAPTER XXII.

Toa-tai-ting.—Reception there.—The Prison.—Criminal Torture.
—TFood of the People.—Tea.—Cochinese Language.—Chinese
Dialects.—The Cochinese Numerals.

THE city of Toa-tai-ting is in the north-east corner of
the plain, with a mud embankment round it, and is not
more than half-a-mile square. There appeared to be
but few houses inside, but the suburbs extended for
miles round. A large river ran past its western side,
which emptied itself into the sea. The latter could be
seen, about fifteen miles distant. A high promontory
stretched out about seven miles from the north-eastern
extremity of the plain. It is a continuation of the line
of mountains which horder the table land, and is known
by the name of Cape or Point Kega.

I was not near enough to the bay to see if there were
any good harbours ; but I should judge there were by
the number of native vessels, large and small, sailing
there.

Mount Tai-cou, towering to a great height, stood to
the north-east of us, distant about eight miles.

‘From the plain, our path lay through groves of betel
and cocoa-nut trees, with cottages here and there.
At one of these we halted, while our mandarin went to
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(ounce) is a Canton word, but made wuse of by
the Cochinese generally. The etymology and syntax
of the Cochinese language are quite original, and
distinct from any other ; though Malay, Siamese, and
Chinese words are used. There are various dialects of
it, but the principle does not vary to any extent; all
Cochinese can understand each other ; while the Chinese
have as many dialects of their difficult language as
they have characters to express it. I have found in
many parts of China, and especially in the province of -
Fookien, the people of one village unable to understand
the people of another, though only living a few miles
apart from each other ; for instance, the Amoy Chinese
can hardly understand the Tong-wha natives, though
living within thirty miles of them.

The Canton dialect is almost as strange to natives
of Amoy, or of any town in the province of Fookien,
as the English language; and the Cantonese are
equally looked upon as foreigners. The Teng-lang, or
natives of Fookien, have almost as much antipathy to a
Qung-tong-lang, or Cantonese, as to a European. But
this hatred is principally caused by the latter infesting
the Fookien coast with their piratical tymungs, or
teng-ers, for the purpose of plunder.

The Fookien men seldom follow piracy themselves.
They are generally willing to trade with foreigners.
They own more European-built vessels than all the
other provinces of China. They are also willing to
emigrate, when circumstances offer for their interest;
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most of the Chinese residing at Singapore, Siam,
and other settlements in the Straits, are natives of
the province of Fookien, and some of them are very
wealthy.

The Cochinese numerals are as follows :—

Moke —_ One Trow —_ Six
Hi' —_ Two Vei —_ Seven
Bar — Three Sheh — Eight
Bong —_ Four Yat —_ Nine
Nam —_ Five Teh —_ Ten.
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CHAPTER XXIIIL

Leave Toa-tai-ting.—Appearance of the Country.—Abundance of v
Mica.— Lizard-hunting.—A Storm.—Cultivated Hills.—Cochi-
nese Entertainment.

Durine the short time I remained at Toa-tai-ting I
had numerous visitors, and among them the most
influential men of the place, besides many mandarins;
some of them brought me presents of tobacco, rue,
fruit, &c.

After seven days’ stay here, my travelling chop was
made out. A mandarin and two soldiers arrived, to
conduct me on my way again. I was removed to a
house outside the city, there to remain in readiness to
start the next morning.

It was on the 21st of May that I set out again.
We were now about one hundred miles from the
city of Yar-ding-ting, “ the way the crow flies;”
but how many miles we might travel before reach-
ing it was extremely doubtful, as Toa-tai-ting was
considered about half way, and we had travelled
little less than two hundred miles on our journey here.

Qur path lay direct across the plain, in a south-
westerly direction. We had to cross many small
streams; some we forded, at some we paid one cash



























264 HUNTING LIZARDS.

We walked about three miles, to a sandy moor
covered with low furze. Here our soldiers commenced
digging out the lizards. Sometimes they lost the hole,
in the loose sand, and therefore could not find ghe
lizard ; but generally they were successful.

After enjoying this sport for about three hours, we
all felt inclined for a smoke of tobacco; but none of us
had the means of getting a light, and there was mo
house nearer to us than the village. One of our soldiers,
however, not liking to be disappointed, used the most
novel means to obtain fire that ever I had seen.

He cut two pieces of dry wood, about a foot long
and half-an-inch in diameter. In the middle of one he
made a round hole, just large enough to admit the end
of the other. Then, tearing a piece of his cotton shirt,
he placed it over the hole, resting the end of the other
stick upon it perpendicularly ; and, twisting it swiftly
between his hands, the friction soon produced fire,
which ignited the rag, to the astonishment of myself,
and the thankfulness of us all.

After hunting lizards for another hour or so, we
returned to the village. We had caught, altogether,
twenty-three, varying in size from six inches to a foot
in length; all of them spotted, and marked with the
most beautiful colours,

The following morning, we resumed our journey.
‘We kept the beach till noon, when we turned inland;
and, after walking about four miles, we came to the
city of Bing-wah-ting.
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as is only scen in European waters, might refit there in
absolute security. Stores, coals, men, and shelter,
would be equally at hand ; and, from these resources,
the great drawback of France, in any Asiatic contest
with Great Britain, would be removed.

In the event of a European war, we must either
fortify Bombay, Madras, Singapore, Hong-kong, and
Shanghae, or keep up great fleets in Asia, to watch
the mouths of the Annam and the Amoor.

Passing from this view of the question, let us look at
the ¢ tradal” aspect. If we consider the position of this
empire, its close proximity to the new Chinese treaty
port in the island of Hai-nan, and to Hong-kong, it
must strike the most superficial observer, that a trade
here would necessarily have followed the more extended
one with China, and the commercial dealings with
Siam; for there is a considerable population, and many
useful commercial products may be obtained.

Permission to trade, although little use has been made
of it, has been granted to Great Britain, in the name
of the East India Company, over and over again.
Warren Hastings, in the year 1798, commissioned
Captain Chapman, when restoring some mandarins to
that country, to investigate its capabilities for com-
merce, and to discover what connection could be made
with it advantageous to Bengal. He was vested with
~ powers, should he find the state of things answer the
expectations formed of them, to conclude a commercial
treaty. Permission was given by the King to trade;
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Chapman seems to have left rather abruptly in
4.

Ir. Roberts was sent on a political mission to
hin-China by the East India Company. The next
‘essed willingness to permit trade is recorded in the
unt of Crawford’s embassy, in 1821.

ut this, and the visits of Sir John Davis and
rs, have all resulted in mere enquiries, with no
tical evidence on our part of a bond fide desire to
e.

1 conclusion I may add, that the shores of Cochin-
12 abound with some of the finest harbours in the
d. From Cape St. James to the Bay of Turon,
e are no less than nine of these, safe, and accessible
.every wind. Those of Turon and Hone-cohe are
surpassed by any in the world; and, if France
- to make a judicious use of any portion of this
try she might obtain, promoting freec commerce and
ization, instead of fortifying and making points
put of every place, I see no reason why England
1d be jealous, or in any way alarmed at it.

18
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CHAPTER XXV.

Attack of Fever and Ague.—Native Doctor.—Present from the
Quong.—Set out for Artien-ting by Boat.—Cambodia River.—Man-
darin Junk.—Interview with a Mandarin.—His Astonishment at
the Appearance of a European.—Mosquitoes on the Rivers.

THE guard-house at Saigon, where I stayed, was very
large, covering nearly half-an-acre of ground, and
capable of holding one thousand men. It was divided
into three compartments; one for officers, one for
soldiers, and one for a lock-up or temporary prison.

There are five of these guard-houses round the out-
side of the city, but they are only used in times of
rebellion, or when an attack is made upon the place,
and then they form the quarters of a picket guard.

I was lodged in the officers’ quarters; the only
tenants besides myself were two old men, and their
wives, who had the care of the building, and attended
to my wants.

On the third day after my arrival, I was taken very
ill of fever and ague, complaints very common among
the natives. The ague commenced every alternate day
regularly at nine o’clock, a.m., and continued till three
o'clock, p.m.; during which six hours I felt a shiver-
ing, and could not get myself warm by any means,
though the temperature in the room was above one
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hundred degrees Fahrenheit. This attack was followed
by extreme heat and thirst for about three hours, after
which I felt almost as well as though nothing had been
amiss. I felt no inconvenience during the next day,
and not until nine o’clock, a.m., on the following morn-
ing, when I had another attack, and as regular to the
time as clock-work.

- After suffering in this manner for nine days, I com-
plained of sickness to the man who had charge of me;
he reported it to the Quong of Saigon, and a native
doctor was ordered to attend upon me.

The doctor said he thoroughly understood how to
treat this complaint, and that he could cure me in a few
days; so I put myself under his care. He was a
Christian too, a convert to the Roman Catholic faith,
which he appeared determined that I should know, for
he crossed himself almost at every word he spoke.

He first placed two small candles at the foot of my
bed, and hung between them a miniature cross, repre-
senting our blessed Saviour crucified. He then prayed,or
pretended to do so, for about half-an-hour. Then he came
to my bed-side, and brought the lighted candles, and
the miniature cross, and desired me to chin-chin or
worship them ! but I positively refused, and told him
that I required no priesteraft ; that, if he was a doctor,
I wished him to cure my disease; and that I never
worship anything that is made by the hand of man, for
my religion teaches me to worship God, and Him

alone. -
18—3



276 TREATMENT OF AGUE.

As T had been able to pick up a few native words,
and this man understood a little French, what I could
not say in one language, I was able to explain in the
other; so that this priest-doctor understood me per-
fectly. He seemed quite astonished at being * brought
up” so suddenly. He little thought, perhaps, that
there are more sects and more dialectical controversies
in the Christian religion, than in the heathen religion
of his own country.

He remarked to the person who attended upon me,
that he did not know what kind of a man I was, not
to believe in the religion which he had been taught (as
he said) by my countrymen!

Not wishing to prolong a discourse which afforded
me no interest, I begged him to order me something
proper for my complaint ; so he commenced by feeling
my pulse, not in my wrist, but in my anklé! He then
wrote a prescription, and sent it to an apothecary to be
dispensed.

When the medicines, which consisted of herbs,
arrived, he ordered boiling water to be brought in a
large bowl, in which he immersed them. He told me
to sit up in my bed, and placed the bowl between my
legs. He covered me over with mats, so that the
vapour from the herbs, which had a very nauseous
smell, could not escape. In this position I remained
for about half-an-hour, till I became saturated with
perspiration, and in so much pain that I begged to
have the mats removed, but the doctor would not permit



A PRESENT. 277

it. T was kept in that state for full an hour, when the
mats were removed, and I was allowed to go to sleep.

After three hours’ sleep, I awoke greatly relieved ;
and I had no attack the next morning, although it was
due. For the three following days I underwent the
same operation, and on the fourth I was almost well,
thanks to the skill of the Cochinese faculty.

I had now remained at Saigon eleven days; and, as
there was no European vessel then trading there, the
Quong gave orders to forward me immediately to
Artien-ting, a sea-port in Cambodia, and more generally
known to foreigners by the name of Con-kow. It is
about two hundred miles south-west from Saigon. As
I'was not in good health at this time, the Quong kindly
ordered a fast boat to be engaged, to pass me down the
rivers and canals leading to Artien-ting; besides six
men to row the boat, and a mandarin to take charge
of me.

When the mandarin arrived, he brought me, as a
present from the Quong of Saigon, ten thousand cash,
value intrinsically two and a half dollars; but which
would go farther in this country than ten dollars would
in any other. He also brought one picul, or cwt. of
sugar, two piculs of rice, and half a picul of salt fish;
these were the provisions for the voyage, but the cash
was my pocket-money. In addition, there was one
pound of Chinese tea for my own use, besides twenty-
fwo cocoa-nuts. )

For the correct delivery of these articles, the man-
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CHAPTER XXVI.

City of Artien-ting, or Con-kow.—Its Buildings and Shipping.—
Commerce.—My Obligation to the Cochinese.—Passage in &
Mandarin Boat to a British Vessel.—Reception on Board the
Brig Punch.—Kindness shown to me.—Melancholy Accident.
—Engaged as Mate of the British Barque Kim-quan-seng.

ON the evening of the 26th of June, 1858, being the
fourteenth day since I left Saigon,and the sixty-eighth
since I left Kang-war-ting, I arrived at my final desti-
nation, Artien-ting, or Con-kow, situated on the right
bank of ariver of the same name, which empties itself
into the Gulf of Siam, about a mile distant.

Con-kow is a small city, but the suburbs are very
extensive. It is guarded on the sea face by two high
round forts, mounting many guns. There is always a
strong native force kept here for the protection of the
place.

Opposite the city is a very remarkable island, tower-
ing up in the shape of a sugar-loaf, on which are built
many pretty little cottages, the country seats of some of
the wealthy merchants and mandarins of Con-kow.
This island is not more than a mile in diameter, and is
almost round. It is clothed with luxuriant verdure,
from the water’s-edge to the very summit, which is about
one thousand feet above the level of the sea. It con-

























































New Works Published by Mr. Westerton,

XXIV.

Also, as a Sequel to the above,
Price One Shilling, with Four Illustrations.

The Legend of St. Peter’s Chair.

By ANTHONY RICH, Junr. B.A.

Author of  The Illustrated Companion to the Latin Dictionary and
Greek Lexicons,” &c.
¢ Legend, which means that which ought. to be read, is from the early misappHi-

cation of the terms he imports, now used by us as if it meant—that w ought
to be laughed at.””—Zooke's Diversions of Puriley.

XXV.
Price One Shilling.

Constitutional Reform ;

A PLEA FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE BURGESS AND THE
ARTIZAN.

With an Introductory Letter to TER MARQUIS oF LANSDOWNE.

XXVI.
Price One Shilling.

Richelieu in Love;
Or, THE PROHIBITED COMEDY.

By the Author of “ WHITEFRIARS,” &o.

¢ Richelieu in Love'— unusual fact !—is entirely original.”— Témes,

“ Written in a sharp, pungent vein, full of sharp rejoinder and searching iron
Anneand Richelieu, wheneverthey arein contact. maintaina perpetlul epigremma c
warfare, 1n which the sarcasme of the Queen are parried by the minister with
great dexterity and address.”—Morning Herald.

“ Many of the points are admirable. and as p and true as they are witty.
indeed, a smarter or more elegantly written phy has not been produced for a
leugthened period.’ —Morning Chronicle.

¢ The language is nlw-yl appropriate to the characters—sometimes even lofty
ay the exponent of aphoristic wisdom, or the embodiment of Scintilis of brilliant
wit."—Observer.

“ The comedy is written in a brilliant epigrammatic style.”— Sunday Ttmes,

¢ The -ialogue of this play is smartly written, the diction is antithetle, fiowery,
and satirical "~ dthenceum. ’

¢ Richelieu in Love' is one of the most brilliant pieces of dnmﬂc writing we
ever witnessed, and we notice it here in cc of the tion
with which the unknown suthor has been followed. For nine yoars this besutiful
plece has been refused a license ! "—Racing Times.
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Far away from those Aﬁ-lcsn realms where Dr. Orpen died, a nnctl.fﬁng voice
_comes to us from his grave.” —Ilustrated News of lha World.

¢ Dr. Orpen’s Life was a source of benefice —Derry Sentinal

¢Dr. Orpen was an eminent philanthropist—a man, who. like Florence ngu-
in le, or John Howard, devoted health, stiength, and energy, for the relief of &1
icted class of his fellow being..”—Cork Ezaciner.

¢ Those interested in the amelioration of the condition of the Deaf and Dumb,
will read with pleasure this Memoir of the Founder of the first Institution in Ire-
land for their instruction and relief; the general philanthropist will find other
points of character worthy of admiration. 71'he little volume is full of agreeable
anecdotes, respecting the different scenes and incidents of Dr. Orpen's varied
career, in addition to the portraiture of a singularly amiable man."— The Globe.

¢ These Memoirs are written in a clear, eimple, and pleasing style, and indicates
clearly enough the benevolent spirit of their subject. No wonder that the kind-
ness of his spirit enlisted the sympathies of all sorts of people in his behalf.
Dr. Orpen's own account of his I'iger Hunt. is highly interesting.

“Men lik* Dr. Orpen, would soon Christianise even the Tribes of South
Africa."—Educational Times.

¢ Dr. Orpen takes a high ltand amongst the benefactors of the land of his birth,
and of humanity . and the unspairing efforts, and unflagging energy by which he
effected, from the pupilage of one deaf mute. the foundation of his school, is worthy
of the enthusiastic reverence which Madame Le Fanu has brought to her Ppleasant
task.”

¢ Crowded audiences attended Dr. Orpen’s Lectures: the exhibition of the
attainments of the deaf mute, added to their effect—the audience became infected
with the enthusiasm of the Orator.”

¢ But we have not space to enumerate half the goo@ works in which this
Philantropist engaged, but must refer our readers to Madame Le Fanu's most
interesting volume, which will richly repay its perusal."—Lady’s Companion.

¢« Contains a fund of dotal .""— Record.
¢ His career presented a brilliant oxample of totally unselfish benevolence.
His good deeds are at length embalmed in graphy, which should stand on the

same shelf with that of Clarkson or of Howard
¢ The work ranks high above the common order of such productions.
“Tn bringing out the principal points of Dr. Orpen’s character as illustrative
of his chequered life, Mrs Le Fanu has been entirely successful. In style, the
flected and touchi Sufficient care has been bestowed upon
method i |n the narrative, and the reader is wisely left to moralise for himself, where
occasion arises. Tkus, "the book is one of the most pleumg description, and we
cannot see how any member of the Medical Profession especially, can consider his
library complete without sach a charming tribute to a noble brother.”—Dublis
Evening Mail.
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